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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T is unneceſſary to ſay, for it is too 
general to be overlooked, how great 


is the viſible decay of that religious at- 


tention, which the primitive chriſtians, 
and our pious forefathers, of later ages, 
had judged due to the intereſting and- 


important events of the Paſſion-Week. 


The deſign of the following ſheets is, if 


poſſible, to revive that religious ſpirit 


which the ſubject of them deſerves: and 
for this purpoſe, I have traced the va- 
rious ſcenes of our Saviour's Paſſion, as 
it is moſt probable they were exhibited 
on each day of the week; have endea- 
voured to ſettle the Harmony of the Four 
Evangelifts, whoſe accounts might other- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


wiſe appear to be confuſed or miſplaced; 
and have ſubjoined to the Narrative of 
each day's occurrences ſome Reflexions 
upon them, tending to promote that ſe- 


rious frame of mind, which the ſolemnity 


of the Seaſon moſt juſtly requires. To 


the whole is added an Exhortation to the 


pious obſeryance of this week, which, it 
is devoutly to be wiſhed, may have ſome 
good effect upon their hearts, who are 
deſirous of eſtabliſhing their religious 
faith, or who are not totally indifferent to 
the great importance of religious duties. 


Our moſt holy Church, wiſely mode- 
rate in all her diſcipline, has relaxed 
much of that primitive ſtrictneſs, which 
was looked upon, in the early ages, as 


eſſential to penitential rites; but ſhe has 
preſerved enough to excite a becoming 
| ſpirit of devotion; and by the additional 


ſervice of each day has directed our 
thoughts. 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


choughts to thoſe exerciſes of religious. 
retirement, which our intereſt in the Re- 
deemer's ſufferings, if not our gratitude, 
will naturally ſuggeſt. May it never be 
faid, as far as it concerns ourſelves, that 


Cori/t is dead in vain ! 


Bay St. Famund's, Feb. 10, 1780 
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HIS was the day, on which, accord. 
ing to the Jewiſh calendar, the paſ-. 
chal lamb was preſented at Feraſalim, 

as the law of Meſes appointed: %% ani 

therefore on this day the lamb f Ged, who 
was to take away the fins of the world, preſented 
himſelf in the temple, when he had made his 
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public entry into the city, amidit the accla- —_ 
mations of an admiring multitude, finging | "5 
| B | their th if 

(6b) Exod, xiii. 3, Sc. On the tenth day of the firſt 2 


month; 1. e. on the fifth day incluſive before the paſte 
over. Comp, with John xli. 1a, 13. 
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their Heſannabs for an expected deliverance 
through his means with ſuch other marks 
of joy, as we are told, were uſual with 
Jewiſh, and with almoſt all other people, 
while they were leading their victims to the 
altar: ſo that this may well be underſtood as 


the prelude to his approaching paſſion. 


On the morning of this day he left Bethany, 
where he had been entertained with a grateful 
piety by Lazarus's two lifters; and having ſe- 
lected two of his diſciples, probably Peter and 
John, when he was come within ſomewhat 
leſs than a mile from Feruſalem (c) or rather 
into the ſuburbs of it, ſent them to Beth- 
phage (d) Which was connected with it by a long 
3 | ſtreet, 


* 


nn tac 


(c) What St, Luke calls a ſabbath-day's journey 
from it, Which was nearly or altogether eight furlongs, 
or a mile, v. Lightfoot's Harm, vol. I. p. 252. St. 
Mark adds, in a place, where two avays meet, which 


was probably the mark of the iabbath-day's journey 
from the city. 


(aA) Bethphage was the very place, from whence the 
beaſts reſerved for ſacrifice were drawn out for the 
ſervice of the temple. The Jewiſh doctors ſay, it was 
accounted in all tkings, as Jeruſalem, a long ſcattering 
Ureet, that lay towards the mount of Olives, 


„%% ᷑ G ! 4 
ſtreet, upon a ſeemingly extraordinary meſſage, 
which nothing but a divine preſcience could 
have ſuggeſted, and nothing but an implicit 
faith in his word could have induced them to 
undertake. He pointed out to them preciſely 
the very ſpot, where they ſhould find an aſs 
tied, and a colt with her, which the owner 
would readily ſuffer them to lead away, on 


their giving only this reaſons that the Lord 
bad need of them. 


The event juſtified his reaſonableneſs in 
ſending them upon ſuch an errand, and their 
readineſs in complying with it There was 
miracle, as well as truth in his words, "They 
found it exactly as their maſter had foretold ; 
and, leading the aſs and the colt to the place 
from whence he had ſent them, they ſet him 
upon the colt, though it had never before been 
uſed to carry any one upon its back, and 
in this uncommon mode, attended only by a 
company of poor fiſnermen, and a multitude 
of the meaner ſort, he rode in humble pro- 
ceſſion into the city. 


The diſciples, if they had recollected what 
their own ſcriptures told them, could not be 
ſurprized at the circumftances oi ſuch an en- 
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try, which might appear to the ignorant be: 


holders as no better than a mock-ſolemnity: 
for the prophet Zacharinh had taught them, 
(ch. ix. 9.) that the King of the Jews, the 
great, the long- expected Meſſiah, would come 
to them in this ſpirit of meekneſs and humi- 
lity, making his public entry, like one of the 
ancient patriarchs in the times of primitive 
1mplicity, riding upon the colt of an afs: A 
Prophecy, which the Jews themſelves acknow- 
ledge to be meant of the Meſſiah; and which 
Chriſtians, as well as Jews, muſt acknowledge, 
was never fulfilled in any other, but our Je- 
ſus: whence it cannot but follow, that he, 
"who came in that ſtyle, was indeed the Meſ- 
Hah, foretold by the prophet. 


Biſhop Sherlock does not ſeem to reaſon with 

His uſual accuracy, when he endeavours, 1n 
His differtation upon this ſubject, (e) to anſwer 
the ridicule of the infidel at the circumſtances 
of this ſcripture-hiſtory, by ſhewing, That 
the aſs was not then reckoned ſo contemptible 

a creature, as we now reckon it, ſince kings 

and 


_ FW Ou) 8 


LIS 


. 
3 8 = 


Ce) Diſſ. 4. annexed to his Uſe and Intent of Pro- 
phecy. | 
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and princes are deſcribed in the Old Teſtament: 
as riding upon it.“ For as it is given by the 
prophet to be characteriſtic of the Meſſiah, 
and this very riding upon the foal of an aſs is 
introduced as an inſtance that he was meek. 
and lowly, therefore the more contemptible 


the beaſt, the greater was his humility : and 
whether David, or any other potentate rode 
upon it in ancient times, is nothing to the 
preſent purpoſe: if the prophet foretold that 
thus it ſhould be, and our Saviour has fulfilled 
the prophecy, it is enough, It would not 


have anſwered his purpoſe, to have made his 


entry in a more ſtately appearance, and it 
would have defeated the prophecy, if he had; 


Which is a fufficient anſwer to cvery ſcoff of 


the profane wit: an appearance in any other 
guiſe would rather have proved, that he was 
not the King of the Jews, though it might 
have flattered their expectations that he was, 
and would moreover have given occaſion to 
ſtronger and more reaſonable objections againſt 


the grounds of that high claim. No one can 


be at a loſs to letermive, why it was ſo order- 
ed, who conſiders at all, how the Meſſiah is 
deſcribed in ſeveral parts of the prophetic 


writings, and that his kingdom was not 


to be introduced or ſupported by worldly 
pomp. If a more abject creature could have 
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4 THE NARRATIVE. 
been found to convey this new king inte 
the royal city, it would eſtill have ſuited with 


his character, and would have been choſen 


to exalt the idea of his lowlineſs. 


The people, who attended annually at the 
feaſt, excited by the curioſity, which the re- 


port of Lazarus's reſurreftion had raiſed, 
thronged together to behold this extraordinary 


perſon entering, as it were triumphantly, at 
ſuch a public time. To teſtify this their 
admiration at «a great prophet being riſen up 
among them in the beſt manner they could, 


ſome of them ſpread their clothes, whilſt 


others cut down branches from the palmetrees 
and flrewed them, in the way; (/) the uſual de- 
corations, with which they celebrated the 
triumphs of their victorious kings and em- 
perors. (g) For we are told, that it was a 

| common 


— — * — 


—gB i 3 


(/) Or rather, as Dr. Ligbrpfbot interprets it, they 


made little tents and tabernacles of clothes and boughs 
by the way-ſide, according to the cuſtom of the feaſt of 


tabernacles. St. John alſo adds, that faking branches 


of falm-trees in their hands, they went forth to meet him. 
Lightfoot's Heb. & Talmud. Exerc. in loc. 


(g) See Maccabees, xiii. 21. and Rev. vii. 9. 
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common practice among the people of the 


Eaſt, upon the approach of their kings and 
princes, to ſpread their garments upon the 
ground for them to tread or ride over; (5) 
and it is well! known, that the ancients uſed 
to ſpread the road with the branches of trees 
and flowers on the days of feſtivity, And that 
nothing might be wanting on their parts 
to expreſs the joy which they had conceived 
at the appearance of ſuch a mighty deliverer, 
they ſaluted him in the higheſt itrains of con- 
gratulation, that Jews could be ſuppoſed to 
utter, Hoſannah to the ſon of David! Bleſjed is 
he, that cometh in the name of the Lord. Ho- 


ſannah in the higheſt. May thoſe bleſſings, 


and the peace and glory comprehended in the 
wiſh, which that word conveys, befal him, 


not only upon earth, but in the higheſt hea- 


VEnNS, 


Hofannah to the ſon of David was an open 
acknowledgement of his being the Meſſiah 
and God, to whom alone they applied the 


expreſſion, praying to him to ſave them, 
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(hb) See bitoy in loc. and Grotius, See alſo 2 Kings, 
ix. 13. — 
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x THE NARRATIVE. 


from whom alone falvation could come ; for 


fuch is the meaning of the ſacred invocation : 


fave us we befeech thee, thou who art in the 
higheſt; fave us thou Meſſiah, who art the 
fon of David : for we are convinced by the 
miracles, which thou haſt wrought, and by 
the prophecies, which have pointed thee out, 
that thou art indeed the Chrift, who ſhould 
come into the world. The words therefore, 
thus ſung, imply as much as if it were faid, 
we now ſing hoſannah to the Meſſiah, (i) 


It is remarkable, that the ſalutations, now 


applied to our Saviour at the. paſſover, 
were the uſual acclamatiens of ſacred joy 
at the feaſt of tabernacles; which ſeem at 
firſt ſight, to be applied - therefore at an im- 
proper time, But the tabernacle was the type 


of God dtoelling among us in the fleſh, or pitch- 


ing his tent or tabernacle among us: for ſo 
St. John, i. 14. applies the word, eoxnvwre, he 
awelt among us, Which, referring immediately 
to the divine Schecinah, or God's glorious 
preſence, under the Old Teftament, exprefles 
their belief in Chriſt's divine nature, or in 


. the 


(i) V. Lightfoot, Heb, & Talm. Exer. in loc. 
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the fulneſs of the godhead dwelling in the 


human. (4) So that by uſing on this occa- 
fion the terms of that feſtival, they transferred 
them with a due acknowledgement to the 
antitype, as to the Meſſiah, whom they ex- 


pected. To which may be added, from Dr. 


Lightfoot, © that being willing to receive the 
«© Mefſhas with all joyfulneſs, triumph, and 


9 affection of mind (for by calling him the 


8 


ſon of Dai'd, it is plain they took him for 
the Meſſias) they had no way to expreſs 
a more ardent zeal and joy at his coming, 
than by a folemn proceſſion of that feaſt. 
They have the Meſſias before their eyes; 
they expect great things ſrom him; and 


are therefore tran :ſported with exceſs of joy 
& at his coming.“ (/) 
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But this degree of reverence, which the 
people naturally ſhewed to him, who, as they 
were convinced, gave ſufficient proof of a ſu- 
perior authority, quickly became the occaſion 


of his ſufferings. It raifed the jealouſy of the 


vain-glorious Phariſees, who began to ſuſpect, 


B 5 that 


LM. 


(k) See Whithy in loe, 
% Lightfoot, Excrcit, 
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that as his credit with the people increaſed, 
their own would decline. For what con- 
cord hath outward waſhing, in which 
they reſted, with inward purity, which he 
taught? Or, what agreement can there be 
between thoſe who approve, and him, who 
condemns hypocriſy? The citizens however 
did not, or would not know him: and they 
cryed out, therefore, ſome with wonder at the 
novelty of the appearance, others with 
laughter at the meanneſs of it, he is this? 
But the multitude, who were better inclined, 
could anſwer them, This is Jeſus, the prophet 
of Nazareth, In naming the name of Naza- 
reth they unwillingly erred; for this ſerved 
only to confirm ſome in their prejudices againſt 


him, fince they did not look for the Meffiah 


from thence, (nor indeed, did he ariſe from 
thence) it being proverbial among them, that 
out of Galilee ariſeth no prophet. 


Though he had entered in the public cha- 
racter of King of the Jews, yet to ſhevy that 


his kingdom was not of this world, he, at his 


inauguration, which was no more, than an 
introduction to his paſſion, inſtead of going 
to the royal palace, went directly to the tem- 


ple; and en as he had done at a preceding 
paſſover, 
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paſſover, (ſee John ii. 13.) drove the buyers 


and ſellers from the holy place, the outer 
court, or court of the Gentiles, which had 
been thus profaned by their iniquitous traffic, 


The pretence for carrying on this traffic within 


the ſacred boundaries was, that it was deſigned 
for the convenience of thoſe, who came from 


far to the paſſover, and could more eaſily 


bring their money, and buy the beaſts there 
for facrifice, than drive them thither, And 


the money-changers were placed there, that 


they might the more readily change money for 
thoſe who wanted the half-ſhekel, which-was 


their yeariy poll, or price of redemption, or 


upon the bills of return. But Jeſus would not 
allow it, By a miracle, almoſt as great as any 
he wrought, he cleared the holy ground of all 
their commodities, and compelled them to 
yield to a command, by which they were 
aſtoniſhed too much to prepare for reſiſtance. 


After this, he healed many, who were 
brought to him, But when the chief-prieſts 
and ſcribes ſaw the wonderful things that he 
did, and heard the acclamations of his fol- 
lowers repeating this Heſannab to the fon of 
David, they were offended, and aſked him 


whether he attended at all to what they ſaid, 
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12 THE NARRATIVE, 
He told them, Yes; for that this very cla- 
1 mour of the people, at which they were fo 

1 offended, was no other, than an accompliſh- 
3 ment of what David had foretold, or of what 
Til | might, at leaſt, be accommodated to this oc- 
1 currence, Out of the mouths of babes and ſuck- 
I'S lings thou haft perfected praiſe. 


Jeſus knew that his hour was now approach- 
ing; he therefore took occaſion from the 
defire of an introduction to him by certain 
Greeks in an application to Philip and Andrew, 
probably with a view to ſome temporal ad- 
vancement in his kingdom, to diſcourſe to 
them and the people, on the ſubject of his 

death and ſufferings: the ſenſe of which, 
added to the fenſe of God's diſpleaſure for the 
iſins of the world, which in his human nature 
he bore for a time, ſeized him with horror 
enough to cry out, in that pathetical addreſs 
to his heavenly father, Now is my ſoul troubled : 
and what ſhall I fay ? Shall I ſay, Father, ſave 
me from this hour? No: that would be incon- 
ſiſtent with the purpoſe of my miſſion: for for 
| this cauſe came I unto this hour, that I might die, 
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in a ſhort time, in obedience to my father's 
will, Immediately after he had ſaid this, there 
7 4 OO. came 
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ND AFI. 13 
tame a voice from Heaven, (%)) which alarmed 
the people, and induced ſome of the chief ru- 
lers to believe on him: but they ventured not 
openly to confefs their belief, thro' fear of the 
Phariſees, who would upon ſuch a confeſſion 
have put them out of the ſynagogue, —On this 
day however Jeſus eſcaped from the malicious 
deſigns of his enemies: for after having ha- 
rangued the people, and the evening being 
now come, he returned to Bethany, with his 
diſciples, and lodged there that night, 


Biſhop Pearce imagines, differently from all 
the Commentators and Harmoniſts, that this 
entry into Feruſalem, and his driving the buy- 
ers and ſellers out of the temple, happened 
on the ſecond day (our Monday) of the Paſſion- 
week: for, ſays he, Jeſus arrived at Lazarus's 
houſe on the firſt day, (our Sunday) and made 


(mm) Dr. Ligbtſoot has remarked, that Chriſt was 
thrice atteſted from Heaven, according to his threefold 


— 2 . 


the great High Prieſt, when he was anointed, and en- 
tered into his miniſtry; at his transfiguration, for the 
great Prophet, to whom all muſt hearken; and now, 
for the great King, when he had newly fulfilled this 
prophecy, Rejoice, O Sion, behold thy King cometh, &c, 


his 


office, King, Prieſt, and Prophet. At his baptiſm, for 
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14 THE NARRATEVE. 

his entry into Jeruſalem on the next day, But 
it is expreſsly ſaid by St. John, that he came to 
Bethany fix days before the paſſeer: and the Bi- 
ſhop himſelf ſays in his note on Matt. xxvi. 2. 


that the paſſover began on the Thurſday even- 


ing; ſo that if we take both days incluſive, 
muſt be on the Saturday that he came to Be- 
thany, and the entry muſt have been on the 


Sunday; and fo it has been always under- 
food, by our calling this, Palm- Sunday: be- 


ſides that, by placing this occurrence upon the 


Monday, we ſhall not be able to fix the pro- 


per days for the other tranſactions of che. laſt 
{ix days of our Saviour's lite, 
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SECT. II. 
THE REFLECTIONS. 


HIS day is diſtinguiſhed by the name of 


Palm-Sunday, from the circumftance, 
juſt related, of the multitude, who at- 
tended our Saviour at his publick entrance 
into Jeruſalem, ſtrewing palm-branches by 
the road-ſides, as he paſied along. This 


was done in conformity to their appointed 


cuſtom of celebrating the feaſt of Tabernacles, 


Lev. xxiii. 30, 40. (n) And we are told that 


the Jews ill wiſh, at the celebration of this 
feaſt, that they may rejoice in this manner'at 
the coming of the Meſſiah (% Haſannah too 
was a common acclamation which the Jews 


uſed upon this feaſt, not only in remembrance 
of their paſt deliverance from Egypt, but in 


hopes likewiſe of a future one by the coming 
5 of 


| (n) Vid. Ainſavorth in loc. 
(o See Whitby en Mair, xi 8, 
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16 THE REFLECTIONS. 


of the Meſſiah. It was, therefore, in a ſpi- 
ritual ſenſe, emblematical of liberty, victory, 
and joy; and as ſuch, it will ſuggeſt to us 
ſome pious reflections upon this day's oc- 
currence, that will prepare our hearts for the 
creat event, to which it was no other than the 
introduction.“ For though there was no 
„ oftentation of worldly pomp, yet there 
6 were trophies of a higher and more ſpiritual 
% nature carried before him. He rode on, 
& triumphing over principalities and powers ; 
„ over the rulers of the darkneſs of this 
„ world, and ſpiritual wickedneſs in high 
e“ places; and led Satan, the prince of the 
wm air, in chains.“ (5) 


Behald your king cometh unto you! Not to 
releaſe you from the captivity of flaves, but 


to redeem you from the thraldom of fin : not 


to gain a victory for you over an incroaching 
tyrant, but to triumph over death and the 
grave: not to give you the fleeting joy of a 
day, but to ſecure the never-fading bliſs of 


eternal ages: not to ſet up a kingdom, which 


may be overthrown, but to eſtabliſh in the 
heart 


4030/46: A TIH,) 


(p) Hole's diſc, vol, III. p. 22; 
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heart a dominion which no power on earth 
can undermine; a kingdom of grace, which 
not all the powers of darkneſs ſhall defeat. 


Let us behold and welcome him: for he 


comes with divine authority, and divine 
bleflings in his hand. Let us revere his au- 
thority, and ſubmit to it, Let us implore his 
bleflings, and deſerve them. Let us follow 
him with our praiſes, whilſt we attend him to 
his Temple; and with hearts full of grati- 
tude for the falvation he brings, join our 
Hoſannah [that is, Save us we beſeech thee] 
in the pious ſtrain of his firſt attendants : 


Hoſannah to the great illuſtrious ſon of David, 
who now vouchſafes to make his publick 


appearance. among us: bleſſed be He, even 
the long expeRed king and ſovereign of God's 
people, who now comes to us in the name of 
the Lord! May the moſt exalted honours be 
paid him! May continued proſperity attend 
him! Let there be peace in heaven, and a 
rich variety of divine favours be diſpenſed 
from thence; and in return for them let glory 
be given to God in the moſt exalted ſtrains, 
and let all the higheſt orders of angels join in 
his praiſes! Bleſſed and proſperous be the 
ſacred kingdom of our father David! May it 
ſpeedily be eftabliſhed, and may it long 

flouriſh 
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18 THE REFLECTIONS. 


flouriſi; even that kingdom which is not 
gained by the alarms of war, and garments 
rolled in blood; but which comes in the 
name of the Lord, and renders itſelf, by that 
powerful influence on men's ſpirits which we 
now feel, viQoricus over whatſoever would 
oppoſe it! Houſannah, therefore, in the 
higheſt trains ! Repeat again, and again your 
ſongs and congratulations. (q) 


But let us carry our thoughts from theſe 
humiliating circumitances of popular. applauſe 
to that great and glorious day of the Lord, 
when we ſhail meet him, not in fo lowly an at- 
tire as that in which he now appears, but m 
ing the clouds his chariots, and riding upon the hea- 
deus, as it were upen an arſe, Not followed by 
a multitude of the meaner fort, collected toge- 
ther to behold the ſtrangeneſs of his appear- 
ance; but attended by thouſand thouſands of the 
moſt glorious beings, the angels, miniſtring 
unto him, and ten thouſand times ten thouſands 


Randing before him. Let us quality ourſelves 


by our pious meditations on that awful event,, 
in. the moſt exalted ſenſe of theſe hymns and 
| acclamations, 


(2) Doddrige's Fam, Expoſ. 
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acclamations, to ſhout forth with gladneſs in 
that day of ſalvation, bleſſed be the king that | 
cometh in the name of the Lord! yea, bleſſed ; 
be he that cometh, not to ſuffer, but to reign; 
not to redeem, but to recompence. Hoſannah 
to the meek ſon of God! Hoſannah to the 
glorious majeſty of the fon ef god! Bleſſed be 
the kingdom which is come to rule in our 
hearts by grace] Bleſſed be the kingdom that 
cometh to reward our obedience with glory | 
Hoſannah to him who came to Jeruſalem to 
be judged in great humility | Hoſannah to | 
him, who cometh with terrible pomp to judge 
both the quick and the dead. Hoſannah in 
the higheſt ! (7) 
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In the mean time let this his humble 
appearance in proceſſion to the royal city 
teach us to diſregard all outward ſplendour, 
as unworthy of our attention, when we are in 
purſuit of the heavenly glory, which awaits us 
at the end of our journey. | 


Tet his repairing firſt to the temple teach 
us, that religious worſhip ought to be our firſt 
| and 
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4 (r) Stanhope's Ep. and Goſp. vol. I, 
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20 THE REPLECTIONS, 

and chief concern; and let the zeal for the 
honour of his father's houſe, profaned by their 
facrilegious abuſe of it, teach us the reverence 
due to that ſacred place; which we mult not 
approach but with minds diſengaged from 
worldly buſineſs, and which, whilſt we conti- 
nue in it, ſhould baniſh from thought, as far as. 
poſſible, all other cares but thoſe immediately 
relating to the ſervice in which we are em- 
ployed, 


We may not indeed imitate his correction, 
for in this we have no authority that will juf- 
tify us; but we may, and ought to imitate. 
his zeal, as it will guard us, more eſpecially 
againſt the profane cuſtom of the unthinking 
multitude, who can enter theſe folemn places- 
of devotion as wantonly as if they were places 
only of common reſort, and behave in them 
with as much indifference as if neither ſoul 
nor body were concerned in the profanation, 


Common places are deſtined to common 
uſes; but the houſe of God is appropriated 
to divine, and cannot be alienated without 
ſacrilege. For God himſelf is the ſole Lord 
and proprietor of it. And this ſignifies, 
religious 


purpoſe, 
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purpoſe, to which it is intendedly con- 
ſecrated. The prophet forbids the carrying 


of any burden on the ſabbath-day, becauſe it 


was a ſanctifed day; and for the ſame reaſon, 
becauſe the temple was a ſanctified place, 


would our Lord therefore not ſufrer the carry- 


ing of any veſſel through it. It is the dwel- 
hng-place of God; and we are bound to keep 
up a reverent affection towards it. The end 
of conſecrating it is for the publick worſhip of 
the almighty; and it is from this conſidera- 
tion of far greater dignity than any provided 
for other purpoſes; ſo that if ever we 


_ otherwiſe apply it, we rob that of its rela- 


tive honour, and God of his abſolute property, 
If we conſider at all what ſuch a profanation 
deſerves, we cannot but judge how merciful 


the Redeemer was, in not carrying his 


chaſtiſement fill farther, What theſe pro- 
faners deſerved J need not ſay; what they ſuf- 
fered was but a ſmall part of it. 


Not that in the traffic carried on there 
every part was certainly iniquitous : for the 
expreſſion of the howſe of prayer being made 
a den of thieves, may refer to abuſing the 
Temple, by perverting the intention of it; 
it being ſaid only in another place, make 


* 
; 0 97% 
— — 4 WIC} —— — — eee 
9 


© 2, 
4+ ft * 
N 8 


* 
I Contra ee - 
* EW — : 
— BEES. oak # 4 

K. E 5 — 


- 
— 
. 
— 


8 — — 
” — & 4 


—— 
*. 


—— — 


Derr 
— 2 - — 


— 
e 


— — 


5 * ns ah — 
2 
2 wo 


SR Py ntl — 
i F 
* . = 3 — e 


: 4 "== — =. — 
— +4 ——— — — — 
— 5 _ 
E ͤ — a — . 


* .- 
_ e 1 c 
. Ku A 1 _ * - 
_— I 2 Te Pn gs = net — 2 — —— — 
- 


A eh — 


j ——˖ Amp EDS IT 


" . Occ a OO" 
rr 


TT A. 


ꝗ— - 
OS” I I on Oy 


* 


4 _ 


22 THE REFLECTIONS. 


not my father” s houſe a houſe of merchandize ; 
but however lawful it might be in any other 
place, yet it defiled the ſanftuary : as in ano- 
ther caſe, there may be on a common day 
many things decent and innocent, which yet 
will profane the ſabbath, In one reſpect, how- 
ever, the ſanctuary might well be ſaid to be 
perverted into a den of thieves, becauſe the 
prieſts had found means, by this infamous 
practice, to extort money from the people by 
letting it out for this purpoſe. And of this 
groſs corruption, all they are, in ſome mea- 
ſure, guilty, who make a gain of godlineſs, or 


who counterfeit godlineſs as their Way to world 
1 N 


It was moſt extraordinary that ſuch a com- 
pany, encouraged as they were by the prieſts 
and Levites, ſhould not ſtand up in their own 


defence, and wreſt the ſcourge from the hands 


of a ſeemingly defenceleſs man; or that no com- 
plaint ſhould be heard of it at this time from 


any quarter, But it is an inſtance of Chriſt's 


almighty power over the ſpirits of men. They do 
not ſeem to have been ſenſible that they could 
reſiſt him: the prieſts had not courage to op- 
poſe him. So true is it, that our hearts are 
not our own; they are, they mußt be, ſuch 


as their maker will have them, 
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One would ſcarcely think it poſſible, that 
the ſame men, who now proclaimed the ma- 

jeſty of the Saviour by their well-timed 
Hoſannahs, ſhould, before the end of the 

week, join in the unhallowed cry of his ma- 

licious perſecutors, Crucify him. But what 

will the mere outward profeſſion of regard 

avail? If the religious principle be not 
L rooted in the heart, it will be carried away 
2 with every wind of falſe doctrine. The waver- 
NY | ing chriſtian will ſhout, Hiſannab ts the ſon of 
3 David to day; and if that ſhould become un- 
JF faſhionable, he will, with the ſame eagernets 
| of zeal, cry out, Crucify him to-morrow. 
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pleaſed, have commanded the ſtones to be made 
bread, ſubmitting to the infirmities of human 
nature, became hungry, Seeing a fg-tree at 
ſome diſtance from the road-ſide, which pro- 
miſed by its flouriſhing appearance all the ſuſ- 
tenance he wanted, he went to it; for it was 
not yet the time of gathering their ripe figs, 
and therefore not likely that it ſhould be 
ſtripped of its fruit. But he found none upon 
it; and therefore, as if he were diſpleaſed at 
the diſappointment, which in truth he fore- 
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THE NARRATIVE, 


Matt. xxi. 18, 19, Mark xi. 12. John xii, 39> 


IE next morning our Saviour went again 1 

to Jeruſalem, though he knew, that the 1 
chief prieſts and rulers had already conceived 2 
ſome miſchievous deſigns againſt him on 2 
account of what had paſſed the foregoing day. — 
In his way thither, he who could, if he had 1 


; knew 
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knew, he paſſed a ſentence of perpetual bar- 
renneſs upon the uſeleſs plant, "The len- 
tence was no ſooner paſſed, than executed ; 
for immediately the fig-tree withered away. 


In St. Mark only it is added, as a ſeeming 
reaſon why he found nothing but leaves, that 
the time of figs Was not yet, But, if rightly in- 
terpreted, it is meant as the reaſon why he 
might expect ſomething more than leaves. 
One interpreter, has, by a little alteration of 
the original, made it to ſignify, that where he 


was, was the time of figs : (a) adding, that 


this was truly applicable to the Jews, from. 


whom, if from any place in the world, it 
was reaſonable for God to expect ſome fruit. 
Nut it had been very hard for our Sa- 


4 viour 


(a) Ou yap iy RE e ur, Nondymm enimernt tempus /icunnt 
The accent here is to be changed the dende into an 
aſpirate, and read thus, %% 5, and underſtanding 
„ which is ſo very frequent, ui enim erat, erat lempus 
ficuum : where be wwas, was the time of fig. Knatch- 
bulls annot. in Loc. vid. etiam Heinſiui ap. Efium in 
Loc. But as Liehifoot obſerves, I queſtion whether 
with the conſent of any one copy in the world, 


Harm. 
vol. op. 1, p. 254. ö 
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| ance, ſuch a ſummer, bore figs, which hung 
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viour to have curſt the innocent tree, if it 
had not been, in that place at that time, the 
ſeaſon of fruits. 


That it might not be ſurmiſed, however, that 
by this ſentence any one was a ſufferer in his 
property, Dr. Lightfoot obſerves, that the tree 
affected was a tree of common right, Which did 
not belong to any peculiar maſter, but grew 
in the common fields, by the road-ſide. And 
he gives a ſolution of the difficulty different 
from the foregoing: for he rather ſuppoſes, 
that our Saviour might, if it had been the uſual 
time of figs, have gathered them from the 
trees about him, of which there were many in 
that place : bur, fince it was otherwiſe, all his 
expectation was from this, which ſeemed te 
be of the kind, that never wanted leaves or 
figs. And to ſupport this opinion, he men- 
tions ſeveral kinds of figs, ſome of which 
kept their leaves and figs together hanging 
upon them for two or three years, before the 
fruit grew ripe, This kind of tree, for in- 


upon the boughs all the following winter: it 
bore alſo the next ſummer again others, which, 
together with the former, hung on the boughs 
all this winter too: a third degree, motcover, 
the 
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the third ſummer, which brought thoſe of 
the firſt bearing to ripeneſs: and ſo onwards 
continually; fo that it was at no time to 
be found without fruit of ſeveral years. But 
this is trying to remove one difficulty by in- 
troducing a greater: for St. Mark could 
never mean to give this reaſon of his diſap- 


pointment, that the time of figs was not yet, if 


thoſe figs might be found all the year. 


Others, therefore, have found another, and 
a better, interpretation of St. Mark's words, 


which does not ſeem to leave any difficulty 


remaining: and this is, that ) the time of figs, 
may be well underſtood the time of gathering 
them and then the words, for the time of figs 
was not yet, refer not to thoſe words imme- 
diately foregoing, but to thoſe before, where 
it js ſaid, that Jus ſeeinn a fig-tree, he came, 
F haply he might find any thing thereon : and he 


might reaſonably expect fruit as well as leaves, 


hecauſe the fig-time, that is, the time when 
gs were cuſtomarily gathered, was not 
yet. (3) ; | 
C:2 Biſhop 


— 


— 


6 Bp. Kidder's Dem, p. 2+ p. 38. Kaigog our, is the 
time of gathering figs. Thus 5 at; rc daf. the 
time of fruit, Matt. xxi. 34, ſignifies the time of ga- 
eng. fruit; which in St. Mart is h the ſraſun, 
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tion; and adds to it, that there were, from 


figs; and that it may well be concluded, that 
in ſo warm a climate as that of Judea. they 


ſidering that their harveſt was ripe at that 


went, according to his cuſtom, into the temple: 


notwithſtanding what he had ſaid and done 


3 
rather be + knee, the houſe of prayer to al. | 

nations; 

9 $:e Miracles of Jeſu vindicated by Dee 3 


THE NARRATIVE, 
Biſhop Pearce has adopted this interpreta- 


28 
the double-bearing tree, two ſeaſons for ripe 


would be ripe as early as the paſſover (con- 


time) and fit.therefore for eating at the time, 
when our Saviour went up to this fig-tree, (c) 


Paſſing on from thence, however, without 
the refreſhment which he ſeemed to want, he 


where he again drove out ſome .traders, who, 


the day before, had again taken up their uſuai 
ſtation for traffic in the ſacred place; charg- 
ing moreover, that no one ſhould carry any 
burden through the courts of the temple, 
and adding to what be had before alledged in 
defence of what he had done, that, as the 
prophet had foretold, My hauje ſhall be called of 
all nations the houſe of prayer; or, as it may 
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nollint; by which he himſelf prophetically in- 


timated, that the partition-wail, which had 
hitherto ſeparated the ſews from the Gentiles, 
was now to be broken down, and that Gen- 
tiles as well as Jews were henceforward to be 


admitted into the ſame place of worſhip, and. 


therefore into the fame communion with the 


true worſhippers of the father in ſpirit and ix 


truth, 


Biſhop Hurd remarks, that © ſome have 


& imagined, that on this occafſton ſthe paſſo- 


« yer immediately preceding his crucifixion, ] 


this ſame act was repeated by him on two 
ſeveral days; but I ſee no ſufficient ground 
for that ſuppoſition (d).“ S$o St. Auſtin 


/ 


cc 


T7 


had before looked upon this account in St. 


Mark to be only a recapitulation of the ſame 
But if we compare the two Evan- 
geliſts, St. Matthew and St. Mark together, 


we ſhall fee reaſon. to believe that they aſſign 
theſe two tranſactions to two different days; 


for St. Matthew certainly mentions the one 
as done at the time of Jeſus's publick entry, 


d) Serm. p. 253. 
(e) De Conſenſ. Evang. I. ii. c. 68. 
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30 THE NARRATIVE. 
which St. Mark therefore omits, and he men- 
tions the other as done on the day following, 
which St. Matthew had omitted. Beſides, at 
the firſt time, we hear of no notice taken of 
it by the ruling powers, though they were 
inwardly offended ; but after we ſecond they 
called him to ſome account for it. It is, 
therefore, the moſt probable, as well as the 
moſt general opinion, that this was done by 
him three times, once at the firſt paſſover, 
and twice at this time. This the prelent orde: 
of the evangelical accounts inclines us to 


ſuppoſe (J) 


But that this reformation of a publick abuſz 
might not ſeem to be undertaken by him 
without a proper commiſſion or authority, he 
ſignified to the people, who were then aſſem- 
bled together in great numbers, that this au- 
thority was divine; inaſmuch as he, who be- 
lieved on him, believed not on him alone, but 
on the father who ſent him; even as he who 
ſaw him, ſaw the father who had fent him. 80 


eminently were the perfections of the God- 
head 
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head diſplayed in the perſon of the ſon of 
David. | 

Biſhop Hurd, however, will not allow this 
to be an act of authority, becauſe the chict- 
prieſts drop all the malice of their character, 
and only aſk him, in the way of civil and 
almoſt friendly expoſtulation, by what autho- 


rity he did theſe things? (g) But ſurely our 


Saviour by his anſwer underſtood it otherwiſe, 
by referring them to the authority of 74/7 
the Baptiſt, for what he ſaid or did. And that 
the expoſtulation was by no means civil or 


friendly, is evident from what St, Mark and 


St. Luke both expreſsly ſay, that when the 
Scribes and Chief-Prieſts heard it, they ſought 
how they might deſtroy him, Mark xi. 18. 
'The queſtion, indeed, was not put to him till 
the day after ; but then, it is ſaid, that they 
came to him with the delign of entrapping 
him in his talk, It plainly appeats too, that 
they had now taken offence at him : for from 
that moment, we are told, they began to me- 
ditate his deſtruction, for thus aſſuming to 
himſelf the authority of oppoſing what they 
had permitted, But they were reſtrained by 
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fear, becauſe all the people were attentive to hear 
him. | 


The learned biſhop, indeed, ſuppoſes, that 
if they had taken this opportunity, the peo- 
ple would naturally have been on their fide. 
Not ſo; for they had no hope of overcoming 
the prejudice in his favour, and if they had 
attempted it, they knew that they ſhould fail; 
jo little reaſon have we 'to ſuppoſe this to 
be natural, when they could not conceive it to 
be poſſible, Besides, the people do not ſeem 
to be concerned in this buſineſs any further 
than if they could have underſtood the fpi- 
ritual meaning of it, which it does not ap- 
pear. they did, It was no external privilege 
of their's, which was infringed, but only 
the convenience of the worſhippers, who 
came from a diſtance: the act conſidered in 
itſelf, without any further reference, ſtruck 
at the avarice of the chief-prieſts, who made 
their advantage of the market; and there 
could-be no doubt that they would reſent it 
accordingly- | 
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Zut to return to the narrative. Our Sa- 
viour added, that as this their faith in him 
would procure an acceſs to the Father; fo 

their 
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their rejection of him and his words would 


expoſe them to final condemnation in the day 
of judgement. For he could declare with 
truth, that he ſwerved not in the leaſt tittle, 
from the commiſſion, which, mutually a- 
greed upon between them, preſcribed to 
him, as man, what he fhould ſay, and what 
he ſhould ſpeak : and as that commiſſion was of 
the utmoſt importance, not to be undertaken 
by one, who was not God as well as man, 
eternal life or eternal death depending upon 
it, he was careful to ſpeak with all exactneſs 
juſt what he had received in charge from his 


Father. ; 


Such an earneft addreſs delivered in the 


name of the Moſt High, whom he aſſerted to be 
his Father, and his conſequent making bimſelf 
in their own ſenſe equal with God, raiſed the 


indignation of the Scribes and chief,-prieſts 


higher than before; in ſo much that they in- 
duſtrioufly ſought occaſion, by ſome means 

or other, to deſtroy him. 
fame time that they envied, they feared him 
for the people, whom they wiſhed not to of- 
fend, were ſo amazingly ſtruck with the 


doctrine which he had advanced, thus different 


from all they had been taught to believe before, 
85 tba 


But yet, at the 
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that they were not likely to liſten to any pro- 
poſal, of taking away the life of fuch an ex- 
traordinary teacher, 


Feſus knew their thoughts, and therefore 
that he might not give them any, as yet un- 
feaſonable, advantages againſt his life, by need- 

 Jeſsly exaſperating them, or by affording them 
an opportunity of apprehending him ſecretly, 
he went, when the evening was approaching, 
out of the city, and moſt probably, ſpent that 
night in ſome retired place with his diſciples, 1 
in meditation and prayer. I 
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THE REFLECTIONS. 


F NHRIST' took upon him our nature, that 
he might make a voluntary ſacrifice of 
himſelf for our ſakes; and with our nature, cur 
infirmities, thar he might pity thoſe, who are 
made ſubject to them: otherwiſe, he had not 
hungred, as a man, when all the beajis of the 
forefl are his, as a God. But he meant in this 


to ſet an example of patience, and an example 


of thankfulneſs; of patience, whenever we 
ſuffer want, fince we endure no more than he 
did: of thanktulneſs, when we can recollect, 
that he endured as much, for our ſakes, as 
we do, 


The barren fig-tree deceived his hopes: its 
flouriſhing appearance had raiſed them. A lively 
emblem this of the Jewiſh nation, who pro- 
felled themſelves expectants of the promifed 
Meſſiah, but would not, when he came, receive 
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him: and a lively emblem of all thoſe, who 
araw nigh unte God with their mouths, while 
tur hearts are far from him, Empty profeſ- 
lions arc the leaves: a good life, ſuitable to 
good profeſſions, is the fruit: by the former, 
we may attract the notice of beholders; by the 


latter only we can ſatisfy God. To make a 


Fair ſhew in the fleſh, and at the ſame time, to 
be barren aud unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Yeſus Chrijt, is ſu ng an in- 
ſtance of mock religion, that each of them is 
the more diſgraced by the other; for a right 
profe on aggravates the Condetbästien of a 
wrong conduct; and a wrong conduct difcre- 
dits the very name of a right profeſſion. In- 
deed, the bare profeſſion of that, which is 
good, carries with it an explicit cenfure upon 


every thing that is bad. 


A parable or a prophecy may be expreſſed 
as ſignificantly by actions, as by words; 
and therefore, when our Saviour curſed the 
barren fig-tree, it was at once an emblem of 
what he ſaw, and a prophecy of what ſhould 
happen. He ſaw the ſemblances of piety 
in the rigid manners of the Phariſees, but no 
real fanctity: he foretold the approaching de- 
firuction, which ſuch hypocritical pretences 

| would 
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would deſerve and produce, intimating, that 
as they were like that fig- tree, which had 
leaves and no fruit; ſo their end would be fi- 
milar: to be dryed up from the roots, to wi- 
ther away from being 2 nation, and to fall 
under a moſt remarkable and exemplary 


curſe (Y). 


Inſtead of indulging a ſceptical vanity in 
ſtarting difficulties about the propriety or im- 
propriety of the action, ſuch as, How could 
he be ſo unmercitul, as to curſe an innocent 


tree; or why ſo unreaſonable, as to expect 


fruit before the ſeaſon, let us try to improve- 
upon the leſſon of inſtruction it reads, For 
it contains a warning joined. with an admoni- 
tion, to all, even his bittereſt perſecutors, to 


prevent the fearful evils, which he moſt ear- 


neſtly wiſhed them to eſcape; and to ſecure 
their everlaſting welfare, which he moſt fin- 
cerely deſited to promote, — Let it teach us, 
moreover, not to truſt to the /orm of godlineſs, 


whilſt we are deſtitute of the poxwer it: nor 


yet to fatisfy ourſelves with the ſtricteſt ob- 
ſervance of the ceremonial part, whilſt we 


but partially perform, or totally neglect the 


ellential » 


th. her 
ae Mart — 


Ll 


(>) Benfon's Hiſt of the Life of Chriſt, p. 664» 
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38 THE REFLECTIONS. 
eſſential: leſt the fatal ſentence which this 


miracle was intended to corroborate, come 
forth in its full force againſt us, Cut it down, 
why cumbreth it the ground © Or leſt the heinouſ- 
neſs of our guilt be viſibly ſeen in the nature 
of our ſuffering, that we have received the grace 
of God in vain, For the fin is, is. the courſe 
of providence, as in the preſent inſtance, ge- 
nerally ſeen in the puniſhment. 


The fig-tree, which our Lord curſed, was 
* in the open field, or by the high-way fide : 
* but we are planted in the church, the vine- 
% yard of the Lord of Hoſts, where more care 


& is taken to render us fruitful; and there- 
„ fore unfruitfulneſs in ſuch a ſituation is a 
great and aggravated crime.,-— {his is the 


* moral of this beautiful parabolical action. 
* Our Lord curſed a barren fig-tree, that un- 
<« profitable ſinners might be led to repent ; 
«© and that they, who will not repent, may 
„ learn what their end will be *.” 


By our fruits we {hall be beſt able to judge 


of our faith, W hat that faith, which is truly 


chriſtian 


® Benſon's bift, p. 669. 
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chriſtian, ought to comprehend, our Saviour 
has taught us in this day's diſcourſe. A belief 


in him includes a belief in the father; and a 


belief in the father will draw after it a belief 
in him; for by fecing him we ſee the father, 
The conſequence is plain: if we rightly judge 
ourſelves bound in duty to obey the will of 
God, as far as made known to us by him- 
ſelf; then muſt we refolve likewiſe to believe 
whatever Chriſt reveals, and to obey whatever 
he commands, becauſe he is the ſon of God, 
ſent by Him into the world to preach the 
glad tidings of eternal life, which was to be 
conveyed through him. God's providence is 
our comfort: let Chriſt's word be our guide; 
for through him we gain acceſs to the father ! 
he has opened the communication between 
heaven and earth: our covenant of prace is 
founded upon this faith: we muſt honour the 
jon, even as we honour the father, if we would 
ſecure an intereſt in the one, or recommend 
ourſelves to acceptance with the other. Our 
Saviour himſelf has pointed out the inſepara- 
ble connexion between theſe : Ye believe in God 
and his providence : Believe alſo in me, and my 
mediation; the former we derive from the ac- 
kno wledged principles of natural religion ; the 
latter from his revealed will 
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| Luke xx. 1. 


N the Tueſday morning our. Saviour went 
again to Jeruſalem; not, as it might 
ſeem, to provoke the ruling powers to lay 
violent hands upon him, or to run into that 
danger, which he had cautiouſly avoided the 
evening before; but that he might ſpend the 
day in the temple, where he foreknew the 
chief-prieſts and ſcribes would attend him, 
not for inſtruction, but for the baſer purpoſe 
of inſnaring bim in his converſation, that 
they might, if poſſible, raiſe againſt him ſuch 
an accuſation, as might gain the concur- 
rence of the people, who, at preſent, ap- 
plauded him and his doctrine too much, to 
admit of either ſecret conſpiracy, or open vio- 
lence, Wi 


In 


1. 


dat 


RDT. — 
In the way, the diſciples caſt their eyes upon 
the fig-tree, which Jeſus had curſed on the 
preceding day: and Peter, in particular, ex- 
prefſed his aſtoniſhment at ſeeing it quite wi- 
thered away in fo ſhort a time, The divine 
teacher could improve even this trifling obſer- 
vation into ſome important uſe. For he 
takes from thence occaſion to infer the effi- 
cacy, as well as the duty, of prayer, ſuggeſted 
and accompanyed by faith in God, affuring 
them, that with ſuch previous qualifications, 
as this comprehended or implyed, they not 
only would be enabled, in the courſe of their 
miniſtry, to perform the moſt dificult, and 
even miraculous, expioits {ſignified by that 
proverbial expreflion of remmwing a mountain) 


but might encourage themfelyes in applying to 


the throne of grace for any other aſſiſtance, 
which would be found neceſſary to confirm the 
truth of what they were commiſſioned to teach, 
This was the ſubſtance of their converſation, 
as they were walking along. 


When they were come to Jeruſalem, he en- 
tered again into the temple, and began, as 
uſual, to inſtruct the people, who were imme- 
diately gathered about him, in ſuch important 
truths, as related, more eſpecially, to the 
goſpel-diſpenſation, This gave freſh umbrage 


to 
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to the chief-prieſts and elders; the former of 
whom preſided in the eccleſiaſtical court, and the 
Jatter of whom were judges in the civil courts, 
Accordingly, they were now contriving, how 
they might the moſt eaſily deſtroy him, either 
by finding or repreſenting him obnoxious to 


the cenſure of the one or the other: and with 


this malicious deſign, which they had foſtered 
in their breaſts ever fince he drove the buyers 
and ſellers out of the temple, they came in a 
body, to try, if they could confound and 
entangle him, that they might, by ſome means, 
expoſe him as a dangerous impoſtor. | 


Their firſt attack was upon the feemingly 
unlawful authority, which he had aſſumed to 
himſelf, of reforming ſuch abuſes in the 
temple, as belonged to their province alone, 
who had permitted the traffic, which: he at- 
tempted to aboliſh, They enquire therefore, 
with a domineering air, by what authority be 
preſumed to do this? Or, who it was, that 
gave him this authority? For that was lodged 
in the Sanhedrim, who had never, it was 
certain, transferred it to him: produce, 
therefore, your credentials, that we may judge 
of them.—But Jeſus prudently warded off the 
queſtion, and reproved the impropriety of 


their putting it to him, by aſking them ano- 
(her 
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ther in return, which might lead them to the 
anſwer of their own : and that was, what 
opinion they had formed among themſelves of 
the baptiſm, that is, the miniſtry of his fore- 
runner, John the Baptiſt, who, in the great 
change which he made in religion, claimed to 
act by a divine commiſſion, and was, by many 
leading perſons among them, acknowledged 
as a prophet ? Mas it from heaven or of men f 
of divine appointment or a mere impoſture ? 


One of the two it muſt be: and the anſwer 


to this queſtion would reſolve theirs, 


They were ſtartled at an unexpected de- 
mand, which brought them into the diſagreea- 
ble dilemma, either of acknowledging John's 
teſtimony to Chriſt, if his miniſtry were from 
heaven, which they could not but own, or of 
enraging the populace, wio believed him to 
be a propher, if they ſhould againſt their 
confciences, ſay, it was of men. And therefore 
they could, coniiftently with their credit, or 
their ſafety, reply only, that this was a point 


not yet determined by the great council of the 


nation, nor could they yet tell to which part of 
his queſtion they might venture to give their 
aſſent ; chuſing in this conduct rather to confeſs 
their ignorance than to diſcoyer their knowledge, 

| though, 


— 
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though, at the ſame time they wilſully diſ- 
guiſed the truth. This anſwer left Jeſus at 
liberty, whether he would reſolve their en- 
quiry or not: but his queſtion ſtrongly in- 
timated, as they well underſtood that the 
authority of both depended upon the ſame 
deciſion. | 


Finding themſelves baffled in this attempt, 
and moreover ſtung as they were, with the juſt 
rebukes which he gave them in two pointed 
parables; one, of the two ſons, and a ſecond, 
ſtill more awakening, of the vinevard let out to 
unfaithfu! huſbandmen, which were purpoſely 
levelled, as they ſufficiently underſtood, againſt 
the reigning perverſeneſs and obſtinacy of theſe 
incredulous expounders of the law, they left 
him with great indignation in their hearts, and 

with a firm reſolution, as ſoon as they could 
find an opportunity, to contrive his deſtruction, 
At length they perſuaded themſelves that they 
had luckily hit upon an expedient which would 
infallibly expoſe him to the reſentment of the 
people, who were hitherto prejudiced. in his 
favour, and whoſe prejudices muſt be overcome 


before they could venture to proſecute their 
malicious ſchemes, 


They 
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They narrowly watched him all that day, 
and ſent ſpies ſuborned for this iniquitous 
purpoſe, who under the guiſe of conſcientious 
inquirers would propoſe a ſcruple to him, 
which had, they might pretend, in an affair 
of the utmoſt importance to their peace, long 
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- perplexed their doubtful minds; and that they 

= might, if poſſible, inſnare him the more ef- 
ä ; fectually, they employed upon this errand 
, £1 men of oppoſite principles and ſects, ſome of 
= the diſciples of the leading men among the 


Phariſees, who were jealous of the privilege 
of their country, and ſomèe of the Herodians, 
who were ſo called from their attachment ts 
the family of Herod, and who were conſe - 
quently zealous adyocates for tne intereſts of 
the Roman government, Fheſe {worn ene- 
mies to each other were, upon this occaſion, 
become ſworn friends in the deep-laid plot 


5 of repreſenting him to be, they did not care 

1 which, an enemy to the liberties of the peo- 

Id ple, or a ſeditious traitor to the ſovereign 

10 power. 

is 

ns The queſtion which they propoſed was an 

AC inſidious one, couched under the hypocritical 
pretence of their haying conceived an high 
opinion of his wiſdom and integrity: 75 it 
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46 THE NARRATIVE. 
lawful to give tribute unto Ceſar, or not ? im- 


plying in it another, Has he a right to de- 


mand it? and intended to draw him ei- 
ther into an acknowledgment of the juſtneſs 
of the demand, which would irritate an op- 
preſſed pepe againſt him, as an impoſtor, 
and not the Meſſiah, or elſe into a denial of 
the authority that enacted it, which would 
make him obnox1ous to the reſentment of an 
oppreſſive governor, as a ſeditious perſon, and 
an enemy to Cæſar. In either caſe his life 
would be, from the foreign tyranny, or the 
domeſtic outrage, in danger of being for- 
feited, 


But Chriſt underſtood their drift ſufficiently 
to evade the ſubtilty of both parties, and yet 
to give no juſt cauſe of offence to either. Had 
he anſwered nothing, they would have turned 
the ſilence againſt him, as they ſhould have 
judged it the moſt likely to exaſperate : had 
he anſwered affirmatively or negatively, he 
muſt have offended the one or the other of the 
parties, who had combined together to infnare 
him, But he took a different method. He 
called for a piece of the tribute- -money, and 
upon its being produced, aſked whoſe image 


and fuer ſeription it bore ? for it was the deter- 
mination 


#4 


3 
* £& 2200 
9 


mination of their own ſchools that “ where- 
ever the money of any King is current, 
there the inhabitants acknowledge that King 
for their Lord :” (a) and yet they maintained, 
& that, as they were God's people, they 
were not to own any other as their Lord,” 
Upon their anſwering, that it was Cz/ar's 


image and ſuperſcription, he extorted from 


them the anſwer, which they wanted : 


and, by yielding to the premiſſes, they 


could not evade the concluſion, But that 
neither the government nor the people might 
be diſguſted, he admoniſhed them by way of 


juſt inference from their own principles, to 


render to Cæſar the things which are Caſar's, and 
to God the things which are God's, Thus 
adjuſting the regard due to both, he cau- 


tioned the Phariſees againſt rebellion under 


the falſe pretence of reiigion, and the He- 
rodians againſt impiety under the ſpecious 
pretence of loyalty, By which means he de- 
cided the matter equitably, yet avoided the 


imputation from both quarters, either of ſa- 


crificing their liberties or oppoſing their go- 
vernment. The anſwer was unexceptionahle, 


and ſo confounded their ſanguinary devices, 


- that 


Mi —_—_ 
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(a) M aimon, on Gezelah, ap. Lig bfibot, vol. I. p. 239» 
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48 THE NARRATIVE, 


that they departed from him with ſhame and 
amazement, 


When the Sadducees heard, that he had thus 
filenced both the Phariſees and the Herodians, 
they undertook in their turn, to puzzle him 
with a difficulty, which, upon their principles, 
they thought inſuperable. The Sadducees were 
a ſet of Jewiſh free-thinkers, who denied, that 
there was a reſurrection, or a future ſtate of re- 
wards and puniſhments in the univerſal worle 
of ſpirits. This opinion they had hitherto ſup- 
ported by an argument, which none of ther 


molt learned opponents could contradict or con- 


fute ; an argument founded upon the cafe of 2 
certain family in their neighbourhood, whether 
real or imaginary is not materia}, wherein ſever\ 
brethren had, according to the direction of 
the Law of Moles, taken the widow of the 
deceaſed kindred to wife, as ſhe had been left 
childleſs, till laſt of all the woman herſelt 
died alſo : they would therefore know of 
him, as he had taught the doctrine of a reſur- 
rection, whoſe wife of the ſeven the would, at 
that future day, be accounted, ſince all ſeemed 
to have an equal claim to her in the next 
world, from having borne an equal relation to 
her in this: for it was an invincible abſurdity 

that. 
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chat this woman ſhould have ſeven huſhands at 


once, and aa equally inſuperable dikculty, 
which of them ſhould have her: they could 


not, therefore, but imagine that a woman's 


Fe having been married to ſo many ſueceſſively 


and yet being hereafter wife oniy to one, was 
a circumſtance that would totally overthrow 


the belief of ſuch a ſtate, You cannot tell us 


ſay they, whoſe wife the ſhall be; and there- 
fore we mult conclude there is no refurrec- 


But Jeſus entered into the very depth of 


+ this dangerous fallacy, and ſhewed them withal 
that it took its riſe, from their ignorance of the 
EZ Scriptures which had delivered this doctrine 
ol another life, and from a miſconception of 
the divine power, which was able to effect 
2 what ſhort- ſighted man might judge to be im- 
poiſible. For that they ought to have under- 
ſtood, that though God had in wiſdom inſti- 
* tuted the rite of marriage for the neceſſary con- 
tinvance of a poſterity to mortal men in this 
E world; yet in another, that ſupply could be 
no longer neceſſary, ſince after the reſurrection 
they would become immortal, and therefore 
could have no need either of marrying or of 
5 being given in marriage, in order to perpe 


tuate 
their 
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Their generation in that world of ſpirits: i 
that the very perfection of that incorruptibic 
and exalted ſtate of glory, in which they 
would become, in this reſpect, as the angels, 
was ſufficient to remove every difficulty to be 


urged againſt the poſſibility of it. 


That he might not however leave any roo 


for the further countenance of ſuch a prin- 
-ciple among thoſe who pretended to believe 


the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, at lea! 
the five books of Moſes, he produced an in 


conteſtible evidence for the truth of the reſur 
Tection in general, which they thus ſtrenuoully 
denied, from thoſe very books of Moſes, by 
which they were conſcientiouſly guided in th. 
cuſtom of marrying the wife of a deceaſed bro. 


ther, that the ſeed of a family might not fai! 


For their great lawgiver Moſes {hewed in the 
'buſh, when the Lord, who appeared to him, 


called himſelf the God of Abraham, and the G. 
of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob, long after thei: 
bodies were laid in the grave, and ſaw corrw?- 


-7z0n, that the ſpirits of thoſe holy Patriarchs 


were ſtill alive: they had not received th. 


-promiſes, which this high title implied, in thi: 
life; and he could not be called the God ©! 
them who were finally dead: for the exprei- 
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. vt 
fion itſelf, as it ſignifies an eternal benefactor 
or protector, was applicable to thoſe only who 
were yet conſidered as living: whence they 
could not but infer, that as thoſe Patriarchs, 
ſo all the faithful in all ages, who ſtand in 
this relation to God, will for ever live with 
him.—Some of the Scribes, who were pro- 
bably of the ſect of the Phariſees, commended 
the reply thus judiciouſly made to this ill- 
grounded cavil, and the people in general ad- 
mired the convincing force of it; inſomuch 
that the Sadducees retired with diſappointment 
and confuſton, 


But the diſputing humour did not yet ſub 
iide : for when the Phariſees underſtood that 
Chriſt had thus effectually put the quibbling 
Saducees to ſilence, they reaewed their attack 
once more, upon a diſputable point of great 
moment, whieh had never yet been ſettled 
among the critical and moſt learned of their 
own doctors, It was a matter of nice diſqui- 
ſition, warmly agitated among themſelves, 
2 rs the great commandment of the Law? 
Some contending ſtrenuouſly for the inſtitution 
of the Sabbath : others for the rite of circum- 
| cifion : others for the law of ſacrifices : and 


|! many in general, for the ceremonial precepts 
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$2 "THE NARRATIYR. 
in preference to the moral. 
he gave, they hoped to bring him into diſgrace 


Whatever anſwer 


with ſome or others, who held theſe different 
opinions, and would each be incenſed againſt 


him for differing from their own. 


Jeſus readily anſwered the queſtion. out of 


the Law itſelf ; one great and. fundamental 


precept of which was thus delivered in the 
book of Deuteronomy, the very paſſage which 
they firſt uſed in reciting the phylacteries, upon 
which they laid great ſtreſs: Hear, O Tſrae!, 
the Lord our God is one Lord: and thu ſhalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy ſtrength. This is the fir/t and great command- 
ment, to which all others may well be con- 
ſidered as reducible, if not ſubordinate, for 
they are all included in it, And the ſecond is 
lite unta it, as it is to be reſolved into the ſame 
principle, and is preſcribed by the fame au- 
thority : Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf. 
There is none other commandment greater than theſe : 
For indeed it may be ſaid, that on theſe two 
commandments hang all the law and the prophet“ 
This is the compendium of the whole Bible. 
the ſum and ſubſtance of that whole revelatioi: 
from heaven, which has been in different age“ 
imparte 


au- 
elf. 
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imparted to the world for their inſtruction in 
righteouſneſs, 


The lawyer who propoſed the inſidious queſ- 
tion, in the name of the whole ſect, and 
came on purpoſe to inſnare him by it, was io 


ſtruck with the anſwer, ſo wiſely calculated 


to avoid all jarring diſputes upon points of leſs 
moment, and to reconcile every difference of 
ſentiment among them, that he could not but 
acknowledge the juſtneſs of the determination, 


and join with him in preferring the great du- 


ties of piety to God, and benevolence to man, 
to all the burnt-offerings and ſacrifices, how- 
ever coſtly or pompous, which other precepts 
of the law had, not without good reaſon, pre- 
ſcribed for their occaſional obſervance, 


Chriſt was ſo well pleaſed with this diſcreet 
comment upon what he quoted from their 
ſcriptures, which entered ſo juſtly into their 
ſpiritual meaning, that he bore honourable 
teſtimony to his enlarged ſentiments, as they 
were ſuggeſted by a diſpoſition of heart, which 
might, with a little further inſtruction, qua- 
lify him for a faithful reception of the goſpel 
in its fulleſt diſplay of the Chriſtian graces, 
Both the Sadducees and Phariſees were, by 
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this time, ſo thoroughly convinced of his ſu- 
perior wiſdom, that they dur? net attempt, 
afterwards, to aſe him any mare queſtions, leſt 
the odium of contempt, which they meant to 
caſt upon him, ſhould fall upon themſelves, 


After having anſwered theſe ſeveral queſ- 
tions, without giving the leaſt handle to one 
party or offence to the other, though he had 
effectually filenced both, he, in his turn, 


propoſed one to them: hat think ye of the 


promifed Meſſiab, whom ye expect to come? Whoſe 
fon is he? They readily anſwered, for ſo they 
had been taught, that he was undoubtedly to 
be the ſon of David, True, ſays he; but then 


a difficulty ariſes : How doth David himſelf, by 


the inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, in the book 
of Pſalms, call him Lerd? Saying, The Lord 
faid unte my Lord, fit thou on my right hand. It 
he be the Lord of David, which implies ſu- 
periority, how can he be his fon, which de- 
notes him to be by nature his inferior? Not 
meaning by this to inſnare, but rather to in- 
ſtruct them in a truth which they were un- 
willing to believe, that Chriſt the Meſſiah is 
the ſon of God, As God, therefore, he was 
David's Lord: as man, he was David's ſon, 
Upon this account he calls himſelf, in Reve- 
| lations 


„ = DD AYLs * 


Hations xxii. 16. both the rost and offipring of” 


David: for Chriſt as God, was David's root: 


but the ſame Chriſt, as man, was David's off- 


ſpring. 

The Scribes and Phariſees could not recone 
eile this ſeeming contradiction in terms, be- 
cauſe they were ignorant of that divine and 
human nature united in one perſon, which 
made the whole conſiſtent; and therefore they 
did not pretend to amſtiber him a word; but 


henceforward cloſed all debates with him 


upon this and every other ſubject, unable as 
they found themſelves, to gain the leaſt ad- 
vantage againſt him. 


Jeſus having thus confuted all the reaſon- 
ings and cavils of his malicious oppoſers, and 
filenced them ſtill more with his own queſ- 


tions, he turned his diſcourſe to the people, 


but chiefly to his diſciples ; admoniſhing them, 


notwithſtanding the falſe gloſſes which they had 


heard from the Scribes and Phariſees, to obſerve 


and do whatever theytaughtout of the law, becauſe 


they were, by authority, appointed the public 


teachers and expounders of it: but at the 


ſame time, he cautioned them againft follow» 
ing their example; for that they did not prac- 
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6 THE NARRATIVE, 


tiſe themſelves what they taught others ought 
to be done. They laid too much ſt-eſs, for 


Inſtance, upon the ceremonials of religion. 


and none, or too little, upon the effentials ©: 
it. Then turning from his diſciples, he ad- 
dreſſed himfelf, with a becoming courage and 


authority, to thoſe crafty enemies, who came, 


as he knew, with the miſchievous deſign ot 


intrapping him in his diſcourſe; and pro- 


nounced againſt them eight woes for the man? 
ill-grounded prejudices, and falſe notions, 
which they endeavoured, with fo much zeal, 
to inſti] into the minds. of their deluded hear- 
ers, at the peril of their eternal ſalvation ; 
concluding the whole with that pathetical ex- 


clamation, * which a foreſight of their im- 


pending ruin drew from his compaſſionate 
heart, O Feruſalem, Feruſalem, thou that kille/? 
the prophets, and ſloneſi them that were ſent unte 
thee, how often would 1 have gathered thy chili. 
dren together under my protection, with the 
ſame affectionate tenderneſs with which a Hen 
doth gather chickens under her wings, and ye db 
not I Hear then your doom; for it is fixed in 
the counſels of Heaven: Behold your houſe, even 
this ſacred place, in which we are now afſem- 
bled, is left unto you deſolate. For I ſay unte 
you, as a final farewel, Ye ſhall not ſee me hend, 
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forth, not being convinced of the truth concern- 


ing me, as the promiſed Meſſiah, till ye ſhall 
repeat the loud acclamations with which my 
firſt appearance in this publie character was 
welcomed, Bleſſed is he that cometh in the name 


of the Lord. 


'The diſciples were probably ſurprized at 
what he had juſt hinted about the deſtruction 
of the temple; and being deſirous of hearing 
ſomewhat more about ſo alarming an event, 
one of them took that occaſion, as he was 
going away, to point out to him the magnifi- 
cence of the building, and the various orna- 
ments, that, from time to time, had been be- 
ſtowed upon it by pious votaries, to beautify 
the ſtructure, in honour of the God who was 
worſhipped therein, intimating, that it would 
be great pity to ſee ſo ſtrong and ſtately a 
building brought to utter deſolation, Jeſus 
agreed with them in the obſervation, that the 


buildings were indeed ſplendid and magnifi- 


cent, but he repeated its doom notwithſtanding, 
in ſtill plainer terms, that its deſtructiott was 
near at hand; inſomuch, that not the leaſt 
remains of its beauty, not fo much as one 
ſtone upon another, ſhould be preſerved in the 
demolition, This was an eminent diſplay of 
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58 THE NARRATIVE. 
his prophetic character; for this was literally 


accompliſhed, when, by command of Titus, it 


was ſo totally deſtroyed, that the foundations 
themſelves were digged up: and Maimonides 
tells us, that the temple was ploughed up by 
Turnus Rufus, When, in a ſubſequent age, 
by order of Julian the apoſtate, who wiſhed 
to invalidate the prediction, it was impioufſly 
projected to lay the foundation of it again, 
fire iſſued miraculouſly from the bowels of the 
earth, and conſumed the builders, whom he 


had employed in the attempt. 


But that he might dwell the longer upon 
this intereſting topic, underſtanding, by the 


Jurptize the diſciples had expreſſed, that they 


wiſhed to be further informed about the time 
and circumſtances of the accompliſhment of 


this great revolution in church afid ſtate, he 


retired from the city, and ſat down upon the 
mount Olivet, which was over-againft the 
temple, and commanded the beſt proſpect of 
it: here four of them, who had been ad- 
mitted into a peculiar degree of confidence and 
intimacy with him, viz, Peter, James, Fobn 
and Andrew, took the opportunity of aſking 
him privately, when theſe awful events ſhould 
* and what would be the ſigns of his 

coming 
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nA. 59 
coming again to put a final period to the pre- 
ſent diſpenſation, and to eſtabliſn, upon the 
zuins of it, his own kingdom, which they 
ſtill ſuppoſed was to be temporal ? 


Jeſus begun with the latter queſtion, by 
pointing out the ſigns, that ſhould precede the 
long-expected deliverance from their preſent 
flavery, which they looked for at the appear- 
ance of the Meſſiah, ſuch as the coming of 
many impoſtors, under the name of the true 
Chriſt and true prophets, who ſhould, by 
falſe pretences, deceive the moſt wary and the 
beſt inclined ſouls.” He then proceeded to- 
thoſe more immediate figns, which ſhould. 


| likewiſe precede the near approach of that to- 


tal deſtruction he foretold of the whole Jewiih 
eity and common-wealth, ſuch as, the pro-- 
fanation of that ſacred place, wars and ru-- 
mors of wars, famines and peſtilences, ra- 
vages and flaughters, fearful ſights and prodi-- 
gies in the heavens, together with ſuch direful 
perſecutions and hardſhips to be endured by 
themſelves, as would be ſufficient to ſhock: 
the faith, and diſcourage the perſeverance, 
of any, who were not ſenſibly ſupported: by a 
power from high to preſerve them from ſink- 


_ Ing under the weight of their ſufferings. The 
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Go THE NARRATIVE. 


hiſtory of Joſephus, though no friend to chriſ- 
tianity, and of Tacitus, though an heathen, 
confirms the truth of theſe predictions in every 
tittle (5). Upon this account, however, Je- 
ſus admoniſhes them not to be diſmayed ; for 
that ſuch a ſupernatural affiſtance ſhould un- 
doubtedly attend them; and notwithſtanding 
all oppoſition, the goſpel of the kingdom, 
which they would be appointed to propagate, 
ſhould, through their means, firſt be preached 
unto all nations, before the final overthrow of 
the Jewiſh eſtabliſhment ſhould be completed. 


The profanation of the temple is ſingularly 
expreſſed by the abomination of deſolation flanding 
in the Holy place, referring to the like expreſſion 
in Daniel, and for the overſpreading of abomina- 
tions, he ſhall mate it deſolate, Dan. ix. 27. Or, 
as the margin reads it, with the abominable ar- 
mies he ſhall make it deſolate, meaning the armies 
of the Romans, which were abominable to 
the Jews on account of their enfigns and 
images; for ſuch, ſays St. Chryſaſtom (c) was 
every idol and werf image. Theſe enſigns 
a and 


—— „ 


(b) See Whitby's notes on Matt, xxiv. 
(c / Chry/oflem, adv, Judzos, Orat. 5. 
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and images, Joſephus tells us, were brought 
into the very temple; and there the Romans 
ſacrificed: to them. On this account it is 


called the abomination; and it is called the 


abomination of deſolation, becauſe this Ro- 
man army would lay the city, the country, 
and the temple deſolate. It was to ſtand in 
the holy place, and ſome ſay, that the effigy 
of Titus was ſet up in the temple, and the 


image of an eagle, which was their enſign, 
was fixed over the temple-gate. 


Biſhop Kiader points out an abomination 
peculiar to this final deſtruction of the temple, 
beſides what has been mentioned, which was, 
„ That the ſanctuary was then filled with 
armed men, who were often killed in the holy 
place, and who, by being brought into the 


courts of the temple, actually defiled it with 


the carcaſes and blood of the ſlain, which 
were both of them to the higheſt degree abo- 


minable by the Moſaical law, and was the 


diſtinguiſhing mark of this calamity.” (4) 


To this prophetic ſermon, which our IM 
viour illuſtrated by ſeveral awakening exhor- 
tations, he added ſome appoſite parables (thoſe 


of 


_— 
unn. 


(4) See Kidder's Dem. of the Meſſias, P. 2. p · 11. Not, 
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of the faithful and wiſe ſervant, of the ten 
virgins, and of the talents) which repreſented 
the ſtate of things at the two grand periods, 
deſcriptive of each other, the deſtruction 
of jeruſalem, and the end of the world, 
for the ſake of enforcing, more parti- 


cularly, the duty of watchfulneſs, which 


the uncertainty of the latter time, and the 
certainty of the event would require ; and 
then concluded the whole with a pathetical 
deſcription of the day of judgment, dwelling 
upon the ſolemnity of that appearance, the 
+ 'y words of the reſpective ſentences, that 
| ſhall then be paſſed upon the juſt and unjuſt, 
and the everlaſting doom of all mankind; ſub- 
jects, which nothing leſs than divine know- 
ledge could ſuggeſt or explain, 


After having ſpent the day in this moſt uſe- 
ful and inſtructive manner, our Lord either 
returned in the evening to Bethany, or ſtaid 
that night at a friend's houſe upon the mount. 
For fo St. Lake intimates, ch. xxi. 37. that he 
abode there, But this he might ſay, though 
he went to Bethany, that town being ſituated 


upon the mount (for ch. xix. 29. he calls it 


Bethany at the mount of O/:ves) and it is moſt 
probable, that he went ithither as uſual. 


SECT. 
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HIS whole day was full of new occur- 
1 rences, and every occurrence full of in- 
ſtruction.—— The fight of the withered fig- 
tree ſuggeſted the importance and efficacy of 
faith in God; and the leſſon it taught was the 


ſame as St. James has repeated for general di- 


rection in the great duty of prayer, Let him 
aſe in faith, nothing wavering, ſtedfaſtly be- 
lieving from his heart, that God 1s able to 
grant all that is proper for us to aſk, and that 
he is faithful to make good whatever he has 
promiſed to give. For as certain as the pro- 
miſe is, fo confident our faith ſhould be. 
Prayer is the condition upon which all his 
promiſes are inſured ; and faith is the qualifi- 
cation which will make that prayer effectual. 
if we pray to a (50d whom we diſtruſt, we 


deceive ourſelves; and if we pray to one, 


from whom we do not expect an anſwer, we 
mock 


64 THE REFLECTIONS, 


mock him. But a lively active faith is able to 
remove mountains: ** for it zu/lifigs us, and ſo 
removes mountains of guilt; it purifies the 


heart, and ſo removes mountains of corrup- 
tion,” 


The enſnaring queſtions of the Chief-prieſts 
and Scribes give a lively idea of that cavilling 


humour which ſtill prevails among thoſe who 


diſpute every precept that thwarts their incli- 
nation, and every truth, that exceeds their 
capacity; and who therefore pretend to cal! 
in queſtion the authority of the ſacred records. 
becauſe that authority is founded upon creden- 
tials of a ſupernatural kind. 


But every attempt of this ſort proved un- 
ſucceſsful, and the ſubtle quibblers were put 
to ſilence, Thus will the holy ſcriptures for 
ever maintain their ground againſt the futile 
objections of perverſe gainſayers, who will 


feel themſelves confuted, though they pretend 


not to be convinced: and when their impotent 
raillery is exhauſted, without effect, then will 
the impreſſion of ſhame, though not of mo- 
deſty, begin to work. May this reflection 


"reſtrain the licentious tongues and libertine 


principles of thoſe bold wits, who without: 
| examination 


o . 56 
examination reject the truth, or with ſuper- 
| ficial enquiry deride it! 


The doctrines of the New Teſtament are 
confirmed by the revelations of the Old, The 
truth of the Reſurrection, for inſtanc ©. is no 
novel tenet, though much improved; for it 
was, in ſome mealure, diſcovered fo vg 2,29 
as in the days of Moſes; and the ſame law 
that had preſcribed with fo much exattneſs 
the ceremonial parts of 3 which were 
to ceaſe, had likewiſe injoined, with equal 
preciſion, the obſervance of the moral, which 
would be perpetual, The Golpel has made no 
allowances for a partial obedience; it only 1 
A diſpenſes with an zmperfe#? one, provided that 1 | 
be /incere, The love of God, and of our 4,0 
. neighbour comprehends the Whole duty of 148 
man; for into the principle that inforces 1 
theſe, every chriſtian grace is reſolvable; and | 1 
therefore whatever external ſervice is per- ip 
formed, which has no reference to theſe, hi 
though it ought to be done, becauſe God has 
commanded it; yet it may as well be left undone, } 


if this motive be not taken into the account, 
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Let us then no longer diſpute which is the 1 
great commandment of the law, or which =. 
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may be looked upon as of little conſequence « 
. fince they are all the commandments of God, 
they are equally important, becauſe they are 
all ſtamped with his authority; and that 
tranſgreſſion, which infringes upon his autho- 
rity in one point, does, in effect, ſubvert it 
in all. In this reſpect, moral precepts and 
poſitive inſtitutions are to be put upon the 
fame footing, though, in another, they differ 
widely. For poſitive inſtitutions, excepting 
thoſe of the Sabbath and the Sacraments, may 
be changeable; but moral precepts, none 
excepted, are always binding, and will be in- 
variably the ſame from the beginning of time 
to the end of it. In both, however, the rule 
of conduct, which our Saviour preſcribes, is 


inconteſtibly the ſafeſt, theſe ought ye to have 


done, and not to leave the others undone, He, 
who has conſcientiouſly adhered to this rule 


in his devotional addreſſes to God, and ſocial 


tranſactions with man, is net far from the 
kingdom of Heaven, 


But there are articles of faith to be be- 
ltieved, as well as rules of practice to be 
obeyed, before we can become fit ſubjects of 
that ſpiritual kingdom. The myſterious union 

of the Godhead with Manhood in the ſame 
perſon 
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323 67 
perſon of Chriſt is one of thoſe articles of 
Chriſtian faith which is indiſpenſably required 
of every one who has been admitted into the 
privileges, or would receive the benefits of the 
Chriſtian covenant, For if Chriſt were not 
God as well as man, the atonement he offered 


6 


could not be available to the pardon of ſinners, 


fuce no man can redeem his brother ; and if he 


were not man as well as God, that requiſite 
atonement could not have been made. As a 
God only he could not have laid down his 
life: as a man only he could not have power 
to take it again, As both indeed, he might 
die for our fins, and 11Je again for cur jujtifica- 
tion; but take away either nature, and you 
deſtroy the whole ſcheme of the Chriſtian re- 


demption at onc&, Let us then believe and 


„ that 
the Son of God, is 
equal to the 


confeſs it to he the truc catholic faith, 
our Lord Jeſus Chritt, 


father as touching his Godhead,” and there 


fore the Lord of David: „ but inferior to the 
father as touching his manhood,” and there- 
fore the ſon of David, 


If you ſtill think, that there are inſur- 
mountable difficulties in conceiving this myf- 
tery, which lead you to eee that it is in- 

| | credible. 
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may be looked upon as of little conſequence g 
fince they are all the commandments of God, 
they are equally important, becauſe they are 
all ſtamped with his authority; and that 
tranſgrefion, which infringes upon his autho- 
rity in one point, does, in effect, ſubvert it 
in all, In this reſpect, moral precepts and 
poſitive iaſtitutions are to be put upon the 
fame footing, though, in another, they differ 
widely, For poſitive inſtitutions, excepting 
thoſe of the Sabbath and the Sacraments, may 
be changeable; but moral precepts, none 
excepted, are always binding, and will be in- 5 
variably the ſame from the beginning of time 2 
to the end of it. In both, however, the rule . 
of conduct, which our Saviour preſcribes, is 
inconteſtibly the ſafeſt, theſe ought ye to have 
done, and not to leave the others undone, He, 
who has conſcientiouſly adhered to this rule 
in his devotional addreſſes to God, and ſocial 
tranſactions with man, is net far from the 
kingdom of Heaven, 


But there are articles of faith to be be- 
lieved, as well as rules of practice to be 
obeyed, before we can become fit ſubjects of 
that ſpiritual kingdom, The myſterious union 
of the Godhead with Manhood in the ſame 

perſon 
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perſon of Chriſt is one of thoſe articles of 
Chriſtian faith which is indiſpenſably required 
of every one who has been admitted into the 
privileges, or would receive the benefits of the 
Chriſtian covenant, For if Chriit were not 


God as well as man, the atonement he offered 


could not be available to the pardon of ſinners, 
ſince no man can redeem bis brother ; and if he 
were not man as well as God, that requiſite 
atonement could not have been made. As a 
God only he could not have laid down his 


life: as a man only he could not have power 


to take it again. As both indeed, he might 
die for our ſins, and riſe again for cur juſtifica- 
tion; but take away either nature, and you 
deſtroy the whole ſcheme of the Chriſtian re- 
demption at onc&, Let us then believe and 
confeſs it to he the true catholic faith, “ that 
our Lord Feſus Chrift, the Son of God, is 


perfect God and perfect man; equal to the 


father as touching his Godhead,“ and there- 
fore the Lord of David: “but inferior to the 
father as touching bis manhood,” and there- 
fore the ſon of David. 


If you fill think, that there are inſur- 
mountable difficulties in conceiving this myf- 
tery, which lead you to conclude, that it is in- 

| credibie 
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credible, becauſe it is incomprehenſible ; ? 
would allow you the premiſes, but deny the 
conſequence, For there are as great diff 
culties in accounting for what you do believe, 
as for this, which you diſbelicve. No one, 
for inſtance, denies the union of foul and 
body in his own compoſition ; and yet it is 4% 
difficult to ſay how theſe are united, as how 
the two natures are united in Chriſt, Tell me 
then how it is, thet “ the reaſonable ſou! an 
fleſh is one man;“ and J will undertake ta 
tell you, by the ſame means of conviction, 
how it is, that God and man is one 


Chriſt.. 


But the Jews had not diſcovered this myſte. 
rious doctrine, and therefore neither cou“! 
they underſtand in what ſenſe he could be th- 
Lord of David, and the fon of David at ti: 
ſame time, They had not attended enoug} 


to their own prophelics to reconcile the ſeem- 


ingly jarring characters of the Meſſiah's an 
pearance ; and from thence aroſe the deluſio: 
which led them by the ſeveral ſteps of + 
bigotted infatuation to deſtroy the Lord © 
us and ſtill leads the half-informed infdel ta 
deny him, 
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That deluſion which was thus cruel in it- | C 

felf, could not but prove fatal in its conſe- . 
quences. The fame ſcripture which foretold Ci 

that out of Bethlehem Ephratah ſhall he come forth, 1 

that is to be ruler in Iſiael; whoſe goings forth 4 

bave been from of old, from everlaſting, (Mic. v. j 

2.) has likewiſe foretold, that Zion ſhall be o 
pleughed as a field, and Feruſalem fhall b:cowe of 
caps, and the mountatn - af the Lard's hnufe as ( 

the high places of the Harold, (Mic. ni. 12.) 4 

T his our Lord explained and applied, when he bo 
foreſaw and foretold the approaching judge- 7 

ment from heaven, which the obſtinacy and 9 
unbelief of the Jews would quickly draw down 4 
3 upon them, It was, of all others, the moſt } 
I improbable event, that the magnificence and 1 
grandeur of their ſtately temple ſhould be Me 
utterly demoliſhed within ſo ſhort a time as 1 

he had pointed, conſidering the peaceable al- a 
lance in which they then lived with the No- 7p 
mans, who were to become their bittereſt ene- 1 

mies, and the ſeemingly impregnable ſtrength 55 9 

of their fortified Fe which had been proof Ji 
againſt the violence of attack, But their de- WW 
ſtruction was of theraſelves, They liſtened to 100 
every wild e ee Who would flatter them 1 


in their ſinful prejudices ; but they rejected 
him whom God had ſent, though he continu- 


ed, 
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ed, in ſpite of their provocations, to impor. 
tune them, with the offers of life and ſalva 
tion, to accept the terms upon which they 
were graciouſly offered, 


Unbelief and impenitence will for ever be at- 
tended, in their reſpective degrees, with the lik: 
ruin; yet we will not regard the warning. We 
are threatened with infinitely more dreadfu' 
than the worſt of temporal judgements ; We 
are expoſed to a danger, which may ſink us, 
ſoul and body, into endleſs perdition; ye. 
we will venture to red? the counſel of God agar)! 
ourſelves, We venture to cructfy the ſon of Go 
afreſh and put him to an open ſhame, by our 1 
peated provocations of his mercy : and we 
venture tv do deſpite unto the ſpirit of grace, by 
neglecting the means of ſalvation which it 
has preſcribed, | 


In all theſe reſpects we go beyond the Jews 
for theſe ſinful imputations are the more ag- 
gravated, becauſe they are ours, who at: 
blefled with greater light, and yet walk in 
darkneſs. We will be ſaved only in our own 
way, and upon our own terms, though the 
goſpe] has plainly taught us, that God has 
propoſed others. Theſe are as favourable as 
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a God of juſtice could offer; and yet we look 


for allowances of mercy, when we have wil- 
fully tranſgreſſed beyond the bounds of them. 


May we know and conſider in this our day, 
the things that belong unto our everlaſting peace, 


before they are hid from our eyes: and may the 
beginning of ſorrows, which forebode the 
more terrible indiznation and wrath to come, 
prevent the fad impenitence, which will bring 
condemned ſinners to wiſh, and to wiſh in 
vain, for thoſe overtures and meſſages of grace, 
which they now deſpiſe !_ 


Whatever things were written aforetime were 
-uritten for our learning, The prophecies of 
the Old Teſtament, though they had an im- 
mediate reference to the ſtate and condition of 
the Jews under the law, yet were generally 
capable of a double interpretation, by a more 
diſtant application to the ſtate and condition 
of the Church under the-Goſpel. And in like 
manner our Saviour couches, under the type 
of the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, the diſſolu- 


tion of the world, and the general judgement, 


He foretels at once the ſigns that would pre- 
cede the approach of both ; and his deſign in 
pointing out each was more to engage our 


caution than to ſatisfy their curioſity, and 
tended 
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tended more to prepare our hearts for th 
conſequences of the events that ſhould happen, 
than to give either them or us a diſtinct idea 
of the events themſelves. Towards the cloſe 
he dwells more particularly upon the moſt 
important and moſt aweful of all other ſub- 


jects, in which the whole world would have 


an eternal intereſt; and the deſcription of the 


proceſs of the laſt judgement 1s truly awaken- 
ing and ſolemn. 


The placing of the judge upon the judge- 
ment-ſeat ; the appearance of the whole race 
of mankind before him ; the ſeparation that 
will be made between the righteous and the 
wicked; the preceſs of the trial; the minute 
examination of the criminals; the aweful 
ſentences that will be ſeverally palled upon 
each; and finally, the execution of both 
thoſe ſentences; all theſe, and various other 
circumſtances, which wil! heighten the 
ſolemnity of that great day of the Lord, be- 
yond all that our tongues can expreſs, or 
hearts conceive, will ſurely put us upon re- 
flecting, that we are appointed to make up a 
part of that general aſſembly; that we ſhall be 
ſummoned to the bar of divine juſtice, where 
a ſtrict enquiry will be made into the moſt ſe- 
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eret, as well as the more open actions, of our 
paſt lives; and, that one or other of the ſen- 
tences, of which Chriſt has left us à copy, 
will be our own, If we can read this deſcrip- 
tion, and not be awakened by it, our hearts 
muſt be hardened againſt all impreflion, No 
ſuch important motives can be uiged, as eter 
nal happineſs and eternal miſery, If we are 
indifferent to theſe, the Goſpel has no ſtronger 
arguments to offer for the ſupport of its du- 
ties; and God himielf can offer no ſtronger 


for engaging our obedience to his will. May 


we hear and fear! 


«& We know what the articles are, for 
which we muſt be accountable at the great 
day; our thoughts and intentions, as wel! 
as our words and actions; for thoſe, which 
were done in ſecret, and with the greateſt 
privacy, as well as for thoſe which were done 
in publick, and in the open view of the world; 
for the ſins which we have done in our own 
perſons, and for what others have done by our 
countenance, or from the influence of our 
counſel and example, or what we ought to 
have prevented or hindered by our power and 
authority, but did not. All theſe things will 
ve ſurveyed and ſearched into, and weighed 

E in 


; 
; 
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in an equal balance at that day, that we may 
receive a proportionable reward or puniſh. 
ment,” 
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« And if ſo, what ought in reaſon to be 
more powerful with us, to beget in us a ſtrict 
care and conſcience of all our thoughts, words. 

and actions, than this, to reflect, that after z 
little while, when a few more days or years arc 
over, all that ever we did in this world ſhall b. 

ſtrictly examined and looked into, and be ap- 
proved or condemned by the impartial judge- 
ment of God? Since we are aſſured tha: 
there is a moſt exact regiſter kept of our live: 
and actions, how circumſpect ought we to be, 

what manner of perſons we are in all holy conver- 

ſation and gadlineſs ?' Biſhop Greene on the 
four laſt things. 
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. 
THE NARRATIVE. 


Matt, xxvi. 1. Mark xiv. 1. Luke xxi. 38. 


NOME have imagined that our Saviour 


i took his final leave of the temple, after 
he had, on the foregoing day, foretold the 
impending deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and ex- 
preſſed his concern for that lurking, that ob- 
{tinate infidelity, which would bring down 
upon it this heavy judgement, Others, 
therefore, have ſuppoſed, that he did not 
20 into the city on this day, but ſpent the 
whole of it at Bethany, in inſtructing his diſ- 
ciples, and preparing himſelf for his approach- 
ing death. But when we obſerve, that St. 


Luke, immediately after the mention of his 


abode in the Mount of Olives on the laſt 
night, adds, that all the people came early in the 
morning to him in the temple for ta hear him, it 
will appear more than probable that he was 

WY preaching 
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preaching there, as on the other days, fo: 
ſome time, though not the whole day; ans 
that he afterwards retired again to Bethany. 
that he might avoid any tumult, which might 
in all likelihood have been raiſed about him ; 
for now the great council of the nation wer 
aſlembled at the houſe of Caiaphas the high- 
prieſt, that they might conſult with the chict- 
prieſts, and the ſeribes, and the elders of th- 
people, how they might contrive to take hin 
by ſome ſecret ſtratagem, and put him tv 
death. 


5 


Part of this day he ſpent at the houſe of one 
Simon the Leper, who had probably bcen 
healed by him of that noiſome diſtemper, 
While he ſat at meat there, a certain woman 
whom many ſuppoſe to have been Mary th: 
fiſter of Lazarus, being deſirous. once More t 
teſtify her love and regard for her Lord and 
maſter, brought an alabaſter box of very pre- 
cious ointment, and poured it on his head. 
This ſeeming profuſeneſs of what was ſo-coſtly 
now raiſed the indignation of ſome of the dil- 
ciples, as the like tranſaction had offende- 
Judas before; for they joined with him in 
the ſame unfavourable remonſtrance, whic!: 
he had urged from a ſordid. principle of cove- 
touſneſs, 


1 
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tuſneſs, under the ſpacious pretext of charity, 
that it might as well have been fold for a con- 
ſiderable ſum of money, inſtead of being thus 


poor. But Jeſus, who knew her motive, 
undertook her defence, and to her unſpeak- 
able ſatisfaction declared, that this pious 
action ſhould be recorded in the goſpel, for a 


to her dying Saviour. 


Some of the harmoniſts have confounded 
this with a ſimilar occurrence mentioned by 


(ech. vii. 36.) which happened too ar the houſe 
of one Simon, and was performed by a 
woman, named Mary, But it ougat to be 
conſidered, that this was done at Bethany, 
only two days before he ſuffered; but the 
other, in all probability, in the neighbour- 
hood, if not in the town of Nain, whilſt be 
was travelling from place to place. That 
was at the houſe of Simon the phariſee : this 


3 


woman anointed his feet; here the ointment 
was poured upon his head, One of the 
women is characteriſed as a {inner ; the other 
has nothing criminal laid to her charge; and 


waſted unneceſſarily, and been given to the 


perpetual memorial of her zealous attachment 


St. Luke in a former part of his Goſpel, 


at the houſe of Simon the leper, There a 


2 3 "I 
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if it were Lazarus's ſiſter, we have all the reafo:; 
in the world to judge that no charge of crimi- 
nality lay againſt her, But perhaps neither was 
ſhe the perſon who did this good deed, There 
is, indeed, an account given by St. John of Je. 
ſus's being anointed in Lazarus's houſe, and by 
his ſiſter Mary; but neither can tbat well b. 


Eonfounded with this; for the places were di, 


terent, and it is probable too that all the three 


women were diftzrent, for Mary Macdalene, 


who is mentioned as one, jeſus knew, having 
caſt feven devils out of her: he knew alfo Mary, 
the ſiſter of Lazarus, and that ſhe was no noto- 
rious finner; but it no where appears, that he 
knew any thing of this woman, till ſhe came e 
him upon this buſineſs, From all which vr. 
cannot but conclude, againſt the generality o. 
harmonifts, that the tranſactions are not th- 


| fame, and that this woman was neither Mary 


Magdalene, nor Mary the ſiſter of Lazarus, 
but ſome one, whoſe name is not recorded, 


After ſupper, Jeſus roſe from the table, an 
Jaying aſide his upper garment, as ſervants 


were uſed to do, when they were attending 


on their maſters, girded himſelf with a towe! 
poured water into a baſon, and began to wall 


Bis diſciples' feet, Several commentators have 


places 


9 
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placed this tranſaction after the celebration of  # 


the paſſover, at the laſt ſupper on the Thurſ- 
day evening; but the eircumſtances of the 


1 
time and place will evince, that this could ki 
not be, and that it is more than probable this þ 
was the ſame ſupper with that mentioned, 1 
John xiii. which is expreſsiy ſaid to be before q 
the ſeaſt of the paſſover. That it was not at i 
the laſt or paſchal ſupper is evident, becauſe _ "1 


it is related as an occurrence which: ape 
before any preparation was made for it; 
otherwiſe the diſciples could not have under- 4 
ſtood what our Saviour ſaid to Judas, That a) 
thou deeft, do quickly, as if it enen , that i! 
be fhould buy thoſe things, which they bad need il 
F for the feaſt: from whence it is certain, | 
that it was before he had given orders to Peter 'f 
and John for that purpoſc. Beſides, Judas 9 


had received the ſop, and his agreement was | 
. made with the chief-prieſts before the paſchal- [ 
. fupper ; for after it, it would have been too 1 
3 late, and the time too ſhort to muſter up ſo q 


large a company, as were gathered together 

to apprehend him, What our Saviour now 

lays of Judas's treachery is different from what 

paſſed at the paſchal ſupper; for now John _ 

aſks him privately about the perſon, who was i 

to betray him, and he privately, without the | 
E. 4 knowledge 
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knowledge of the other diſciples, gives him 2 
token by a fop ; but then Judas himſelf aſks, 
and Chriſt anſwers him openly, and by as 
plain a ſignal points him out: he that dippei! 
Wit Me in 1 15 Ihe fame fhall betray mez and 
the hand of Judas, as forms think, was at that 
very motnent in the diſh, That it was th: 
ſame ſupper which St. John mentions (ch, xiii. ) 


before the paſſover, appears likewiſe from the 


concurrent circumſtances of its being 27 
Bethany, and two days before the paſſover 
inclutively; whereas St. John ſpeaks not a 
word here of the paſchal ſupper, nor does the 
order of the hiſtory in any other of the Evaxr- 
geliſts admit of ſuch a ſuppoſition (a), 


The diſciples did not in the leaſt compre- 
hend the meaning of ſuch an extraordinary 
inſtance of condeſcenſion; and therefore 
Peter, when it came to his turn, utterly re- 
fuſed to ſubmit to the defire expreſſed of 
performing ſo mean an office for him as that 
of waſhing his feet, till Jeſus informed him, 
that there was ſome ſpiritual meaning in th; 


act of ae which he did not ſcem to un- 


deritan | 


r 


(3) See Lightfoot, vo! 1. Þo 2 22 58, RY vol. 1 p. 2 555 


__— 
bs * 
bk 6 
"I 
2 
#:Y 
7 
* 
" ny + 
> 3,608 
+ Py 4 
1 
* 
& 
4 
. 
3 
"I 
Fw 
<*9 
54 
— 
5 # 
1 
> : 
* — 
"28 
"hs 
, - 
3 
XY 
e 7 
5 
« oy 
* 
8 
"86. 
8 
1 
"5 a 
- == 
„ 
% I 
38 
8 4 
> 
=, 
3 
. 
* K 
* 
be”. 
__ 
VP 
ea - 
"a 
- 20 
Zi, 
LY p 
— 
_ 
"0 
" 
1 
BR. 
—_ 
IP 
4 AJ 
5 
= 
48 
- a 
_M 
WR 
=” | 
3 
I} 1369 
* wo: 
& 7 
_ 
x 
_ 
1 
3 ps, 
3 
1 
3 
WY 
B+ / 
8 
© 
- 
4 bo. 
8 
" 
_ 
2 . 
N. 
1 
1 
1 
0 
1 
3 
"a 
8 
3 
1 
_ 7 
1 
_ 
* 
Wo 
5 
3 
_ "wn 
- 5X 
E. 4 
8 
Eo. . 
E * 
k — 
ne 
3 
ou. 
_ 
"I 
W 
3% 


. 


WCG ET + CE EE ͤ ͤ (T 
e e e A EC AE OE ATE IT 
J EE , 


= ET EY A 
W 


We 
9 


* 8 


* FI 
2 N 
. 


WEDNESDAY. 2 
derſtand at preſent, for that unleſs he were 
waſhed, in a ſenſe which he did not yet chooſs 
fo explain to him, he could have no part in 
David nor any inheritance in the fon of 


David. 


Peter was ſtruck by ſo aweful an admoni.. 
tion, and conſidering it now as a token of ſe- 
curing an intereſt in him, he cried out, with 
a warmth of affection, which was the ge- 
nuine reſult of his natural temper, Lord, net 
my feet only, but alſo my hands ant my head ; 
that every part of me, thus cleanſ:d from pol- 
iution by thy benevolent hand, and purified 
by thy ſanctified grace, may be devoted, as it 
ought, to thy fervice, Jeſus, however, bore 
teitimony to the fincerity of their pious inten- 
tions, by declaring, that this degree of clean- 
fing, which he thus emblematically deſigned 
for doctrine and inſtruction, was ſufficient for 
them, who were, in a great meaſure, free 
from the pollutions of ſin, which had defiled 
the hearts of others, for that they were thus 
ſpiritually clean already; but he added with a 
ſignificant exception, ut all, 


This he quickly explained; for no ſooner 
tad he made the exception, than he informed. 
2 3 _ toeny, 
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them, with concern, that one of them, whe 
were then preſent with him, even one of hie 
choſen companions, ſhould be vile enough to 
betray him into the hands of thoſe enemies, 
who ſought his life. Peter was alarmed at 
ſuch an open declaration of treacherous baſe- 
neſs among themſelves, who looked upon each 
other as brethren ; and each of them probably 
looked upon one another with ſome ſelf- con- 
hdence, though not without mutual jealouſy ; 
and as they could ſooner diſtruſt their own 
hearts, than ſuſpect their maſter's veracity, 
were anxiouſly inquiſitive about the perſon of 
the traitor; defiring John, who ſat next to 
him at the table, that he would aſk privately, 
who was likely to be guilty of the horrid deed, 
Jeſus anſwered him as privately, that he would 
point out the delinquent by giving him a ſop, 
after he had dipped it; and accordingly he 
gave it to Judas; adding, in a direct applica- 
tion to him, perhaps with ſome ſcorn and in- 
dignation, which Judas might now begin to 
feel (for Satan immediately entered into him, 
by ſuggeſting the wicked thought) what thou 
dog do quickly, 


This none of them underſtood, excepting 
St, John, who had aſked the queſtion, but 
5 coul 
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could not think himſelf at liberty to divulge 
a token thus given to him in confidence; and 
therefore, without ſuſpecting any reference to 
bis approaching deſtiny, they ſuppoſed only, 

that as Judas had the common purſe, which 
was to ſupply them with all neceffaries, during 
their ſtay at Jeruſalem, their maſter meant to 
give him directions about the immediate requi-- 
ſites for keeping the feait, or hat he withed to 
have ſomething allowed from their little ſtocic 
to furniſh the poor with ſome preſent accom- 
modation. Judas, however, gave way to 
the firſt impulſe of Satin (for who but he, 
whom Satan had teduced, could have en- 
gaged in ſuch an iniquitous attempt?) and 
immediatel) left the room; which the reltt of 
the diſciples might interpret a readineſs in him 
to obey his maſter's order, though it was 2 
ſome diitance from the city, and in the even- 
ing. Upon this, Jeſus cxhorted his diſciples 
to mutual love and friendſhip, in the terms 
of a departing friend; and then forewarned 
Peter, who was the molt forward to expres 
his inviolable attachment to his Lord, that 


notwithſtanding all his zealous proſeſſions of 


unſhaken fidelity, he would, within a ſhort 
time, deny that he even Knew him, 


E 6 This 
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This circumſtance has induced ſome to 
imagine, that this ſupper was no other 
than the paſchal ſupper, becauſe in St. 
John xiii. 38, our Saviour's expreſſion is ſaid 
to be, the cock ſhall not crow till thou haſt de- 
med me thrice, which, fay they, implies, that 
it was to be on that very night. But, as 
Dr. Lightfoot anſwers the conjecture, it may 
be obſerved that Peter denied Chriſt but once 
before the cock crew (Mark xiv. 68, 69, 70); 
io that our Saviour's meaning here muſt be, 
not zhat he ſhould deny him three times be- 
fore: any cock crew again, but that he thould 
deny him thrice within the time of cock» 
crowing, which was the fourth part of the 
night; whether of that or of any other is not 
yet ſaid. And that this is the meaning, is 
ſtill more evident from Mark xiv. 30, where 
it is ſaid, the cock ſhall not crow twice,—Be- 
lides, in St. John's account of this ſupper it 
is only ſaid, the cock fhall not crow; but in 
Matthew and Mark, as we ſhall fee after- 
wards, when it refers to the very night, when 
his denial was, after the paſchal-ſupper, it is 
ſaid, this night, before the cock-crow, W hence 
it is to be underſioed, that Chriſt forewarns 
him of this at two different times ; firſt, at 
ais ſupper at Bethany, on the Wedneſday 

evening, 
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word thrice, and next, at the paſſover-ſupper, 
when Chriſt puts it upon the words, hi8 
night (6b) ! 


In the mean time the great council of the 


phas the high-prieſt, where they had been 
conſulting a great part of the day with the 
ſcribes and chief-prieſts, how they might take 
Jeſus by ſome ſecret ſtratagem, and put him to 
death. This was the ſecond council which they 
held upon this occaſion, and they hoped now 
to be able to form ſome reſolution that would 
eftectually anſwer their purpoſe : but yet they 
could not think it ſafe to put their reſolves 
into execution on the feaſt-day, when the 


a tumult among the people, who held him in 
the higheſt veneration, on account of his 
preaching, and whoſe ttrength, as well as re- 
ſolution, they feared, might be great enough to 
reſcue him out of their hands (c). 


In 
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(b) See Lightfuot, vol. I. p. 259. 


hinted in the particle re, ther, vize according to the 
tradition 


evening, and there the emphaſis lies on the 


nation were aſſembled at the houſe of Caia- 


concourſe was ſo great, leſt they ſhould raiſe 


(e) The time when Judas thus betrayed bim is 


26 THE NARRATIVE. 
In the midſt of theſe debates and perplexi- 
ties Judas came into their aſſembly, and put 
2n end to all their dificulties by offering his 
aſſiſtance for the purpoſe, if they would but 
engage to reward him properly for the under- 
taking, which he could contrive to effect in 
the abſence of the multitude, and promifins 
to deliver him into their power without the 
Jeaſt diſturbance ; for that he knew, as he 
had been a conſtant attendant upon him, 
| where 


tradition of the church, the contnltation of rhe Sanks- 
drim with him, and his agreement to betray Chriſt d 
them which was on Wedneſday,. this being «fligned as 
one reaſon why they faſted on Wedneſday and Friday, 
becauſe Chriſt was 3 on Wedneſday, and he 
uflered on Friday, WWhithy on Matt. xxvi. 14. — After 
St, Luxe had given 0 3 of the ſop, and 0: 
Judas's conſulting with the chief-prieſts and with the 
ſoldiers how he might deliver him unto them, it fo! 
lows, Luke xxli. 7. Then came the days of unlenαο ,n 
bread; whence it is plain, that this ſop was not given, 
as ſome have imagined, at the paſſover-ſupper, for then 
the phraſe is varied, he that difpeth with me in tho 49. 
Belides, the ſop was a private ſign, known only to 
St. John; but. the other ws open, after he had has 
the eitrontery to aſk, is it I? 


v. Whitby's App. to Mark xiv. p. 373. 
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where it was that he uſually retired, 


87 


and 


could therefore, better than any other, find 
a ſuitable opportunity, which he would ſig- 


nify to them, to betray him privately. 


Little 010 they dream of ſuch a favour- 
able propofal, and much leſs, that it ſhould 
come from one of his own diſciples, who all 
ſeemed to be inviolably attached to him and 
his intereſt. But without conſidering at all 
whether they might ſafely truſt him or not in 
fo important an enterprize, they cloſed eagerly 
with the firft offer, and immediately bargained 
with him for thirty pieces of ſilver, amount- 


ing only to three pounds fifteen ſhillings of 


our money; the uſval price for ſlaves at that 
time (4). This Judas readily accepted; and 
from that time forward, he ſought for the 
moſt convenient opportunity of betraying him, 


and in the moſt convenient manner. 


After the whole ſcheme was concerted, and 


moſt probably the time as well as the manner 
fixed upon for apprehending him, Judas re- 
turned to his maſter and his fellow diſciples, 
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riab, xi, 12. for the wages of the good Shepherd, 
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(4) The very price ſpecified by the prophet Zacha- 
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as compoſed, as if he had not been engages 
in any iniquitous tranſaction againſt bim; and 
as if he were not at all ſenſible, that his 

Lord, notwithſtanding the many p:oofs he 
had given of ſupernatural knowledge, mighy 
know, that he had been contriving this plot 
to take away his life, The diſciples took no 
notice of his abſence, from the perſuaſion which 
they had before conceived, of his having been 
ſent to provide what was neceſſary againſt the 
feaſt; and Jeſus, without upbraidipg him fo; 
it, admitted him into the ſame intimate fel 
lowſhip as before; and, without doubt, ſpent 
the time he was with them in preparing the 
minds of his diſciples for that awful event, 
which he himſelf foreſaw in all its cixcum- 
ſtances of horror. 


But he could look beyond the valley of the 
ſhadow of death, and behold his triumph over 
it before the attack, Nevertheleſs, he wa: 
troubled in ſpirit at the foreſight of Judas trea- 
chery: but inſtead of diſcovering his feelings, 
he chearfully diſcourſed with his diſciples about 
the glorious conſequences that would.enſuc 
from the bafeft deſigns. New is ihe ſon of man 
glorified, and God is glorified in him. If God be 
& lorified in him, God. ſball alſo glerify bim in him 

. 
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ſelf, and ſball Praitway glorijy him. This was 
what the diſciples did not at that time compre- 
hend, and he did not judge it proper to be 
more explicit upon the ſubject; for the occur 
zences of the following days would give ther 

a thorough inüght into the whole plan, as it 


was formed in the counſzls of Heaven. 
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THE REFLECTIONS. 


T has been ſaid, that only a general ac- 
count of this day's tranſactions is given by 
the Evangeliits; nay, ſome have gone fo far as 
to ſay, that they have left none: but ſhort as the 
account is, or may appear to be, it will ſupp!» 
us with abundant matter of ferious meditation, 
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When we read of this early attendance of 
the people in the temple, we cannot but ad- 
mire the unremitting vigour of the preacher, 
and the fervent devotion of the hearers, 1+ 
was David's pious reſolution, and it was b. 
daily practice, 1; voice ſhalt thou hear belimes, 
O Lord, early in the morning will J direct ny 
prayer unte thee, ana will Ink up. Aline oy: 
prevent the night-watches, that I might be occu- 
pied in thy word. If we are indeed in earneſt 
in the exerciſes of devotion, we ſhall not {ui 
fer the unſeaſonable ſtumbers of the mernins 
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prevent us in our attendance upon them: 
much leſs {hall we ſcruple to deny ourſelves 
the indulgence of unneceſſary ſteep, that ww 
may be ready to obey our ſummons to the 
houſe of God, at the ſtated hour of prayer. 


In the morning we are in the beſt frame of 
mind for this heavenſy communion with our 
God; for our fpirits are then revived by the 
refreſhment of the night, and not yet per- 
plexed with the cares or buſineſs of the day. 


We are naturally compoſed to devotion by the 
folemn appearance of the light: and the di- 


vine inſtruction that we ſhall then receive, 
leaves an imprefiion upon the heart, which 
worldly thoughts, tho' they are apt to croud 
in too quickly upon us, are not likely to et- 
face. But beſides this, we have, at that 
time, the greateſt need of applying ourſelves 
to this, which is, at all times, our indiſpenſi- 
ble duty; for we are ſoon to be expoſed to we 
know not what dangers or temptations of the 
approaching day; and therefore we are more 


eſpecially concerned to guard ourſelves againſt 


the violence of their attacks, by begging freſh 
fupplies of grace from above, which nothing 
but prayer, founded upon faith in Chriſt, can 
procure. 5 | 
(ur 
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Our acknowledgements to him, who has 
graciouſly undertaken to forward our prayer, 
ean never be ſufficiently expreſſed by all we 
offer. We ſhould ſcorn to facrifice unto him ot 
that which will coſt us nothing. Our mos 
precious ointment, our moſt valuable fab. 
ſtance is well beſtowed upon him, who ha: 
not thought it too much to lay down his bt: 
for our ſakes. And if any particularly friendly 
offices, ſhewn to a departed friend, are re- 
corded to our credit in the minds of ſurvi- 
vors, what encouragement have we to express 
the kindeſt aftection for the dying Saviour c. 
the world, when we are aſſured, that for every 


ſuch teſtimony of piety and love to him and 


his cauſe, our names ſhall be recorded in the 
book of lite ! 5 


One of the beſt teſtimonies we can give of 
our leve to him, he has graciouſly told us, 
will be expreſſed by our readineſs to jerve an- 
another in love. Ma have the poor always 101th 
us, and whenſoever we will, we may do them 
good, But let us not imagine, that this diſtri- 


bution of our good things will alone be ſuffi- 


cient to cover a multitude of fins our chief 
motive to all ſuch benevolent actions mutt be, 
that they are members of Chriſt our head; 

; _ and 


WR UNE DAT. 9 
and our charity muſt accordingly ſpring from 
2 pious diſpoſition of regard to our Redeemer ; 
otherwiſe, however extenſive in its influence 
or effects, it will profit us nothing. 


Our greateſt charity will be ſhewn in an 
aftectionate tenderneſs to the ſouls of our bre- 
thren. The beſt of us are polluted with the 
Rains of corruption, which require ſome pains 
of our own, and fome alliftance from above, 
to wipe them off, Chriſt js ſaid to have 7006. 
ed us from our fins in his own blaod,, Let us 
apply the merits of it to ourſelves; and let us 
learn from his example, as well as his pre- 
c2pts, after we are cleanſed from our own fins 
by the purifying grace of his ſpirit, to recom- 
mend the application of it to others, This it 
is, in a figure, to wajh one another's feet; to 
ſtoop to the meaneſt offices of love and bene- 
volence, if by that means we can fave a foul.; 
that, we with them, and they with us, may, 
with mutual rejoicing, be prejented Jpotlejs be- 
Fore the throne of grace : when the pure in heart 
Hall fee God; and they that un many to righ- 


teeuſneſs, ſhall ſhine as the ſlars for ever and ever. 


But in every ſociety of men, however 
{mall, chere wa be ſoine unworthy of being 
| . e 
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admitted into it. Even in the geodly fellowſhip 2/ 
the Apojiles there was a traitor z not unknown 
indeed to Chriſt, for this was predetermine:! 
by the wiſdom of God, and foretold by his 
prophets; but ſuch an one may be diſguilec, 
and therefore unſuſpected by his more uprigh:. 
brethren, Let not the credit of religion ſuf- 


fer, becauſe ſome of its profeſſors may be falſe. 


That forbids hypocriſy in the ſevereſt terms, 
and condemns the hypocrite, as the vileſt ot 
linners: ſurely then it will not juſtly bear the 
blame of that, by which it declares itſelf mo! 
highly diſgraced. It is our comfort, however, 
that there is a ſociety ſtill remaining, in which 
there are no falſe brethren, Let it be our 
chief concern to gain admittance there, 
Happy had it been for the Chief-prieſts o 
the Jewiſh ſynagogue, if they bad ſpent bu: 
half that time and thought upon the mean- 
of procuring their own falvation, which the: 


miſemployed upon contriving the deftructio:: 


of an innocent ſufferer. Our blefſed Lorc 
was unweariedly intent upon doing good, whiic 
they were no leſs intent upon deviſing miſchie:. 


But innocence is not always a ſufficient fecu- 


rity againſt ſuffering ; nor is {uttering an un- 
deniable argument for guilt, It weighs 90. 
| thing 


WEDNESDAY, 95 
thing with the malicious or ill-diſpoſed heart, 
that the object of diſlike or hatred is free from 
the blemiſhes that contaminates itſelf, The 
reproach thrown by ſuch a character upon 
abandoned principles and immoral lives, ſerves 
only to quicken reſentment the more: and if 
he has been faithful enough, in the diſcharge 
of his duty, to tell the truth, he is ſure of 
being accounted au enemy for this. Let ſuch 
finners in Zion look into the wicked coune 
cils of the Chief-prieſts and Rulers; and 
let them fremble to conſider how nearly 
their own malevolent inclinations reſemble 
theirs, | 


That ever ſuch infamous wretches ſhould 
be found, who are daily d by tht bread that 
cometh down from Heaven, and yet are inſo- 
 Tently lifting wp their heels againſt the Majeſty 
of Heaven | They commune with the enemies 
of God, that they may with their joint forces 
fight againſt God: and when the wicked con- 
ſpiracy, thus begun by the inſtigation of the 
Devil, is ſettied between the parties, who 
have both ed themſelves to do evil, at how 
cheap a rate do they barter away their pre- 
cious ſouls! The momentary indulgence of a 
inful appetite, or the flattering proſpect of a 

RD, little 
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95 THE REFLECTIONS. 
little unjuſt gain will tempt them meanly +: 


betray their maſter, to wound their conſcience... 


and damn their ſouls, 


If they have been graciouſly admitted ine 
covenant with bim, or they have been ble 
with the opportunity of hearing his Wo 
their guilt riſes in proportion to their privilege. 
It is in the power of every evil ſeducer + 


fruſtrate the intentions or advice of their be. 


inſtructors : and the communications of iu 
inſinuating companions, if they ſhould be 
happily linked together with ſuch as have 
religion, will not fail to extinguiſh the ſri): 


remains of their's, 


Little do either they or their companio's 
conſider, that wherever they are, or whatene 
they are purſuing, ſtill the eye of Chriſt 
follow them: and although, like Judas, 
| thall, immediately after the committing 
iniquity, return to the congregation of: 


faithful, and join with them in the moſt 
lemn duties of the ſanctuary, yet he 7; 
mocked, He can diſtinguiſh the traitor, un. 


the diſguiſe of a friend, What wicked 1: 
have done, what they intend to do, is know, 
unto him, They believe this, they conte 
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it, and yet they ſin on as ſecurely, as if 2 
wy could fee them, If their faces are but as de- 
ceitful as their hearts, they hope to be ſecret, 
and are then emboldened to be falſe. 3 hey 
can preſerve a fair appearance, and by that 
men will judge: but it is no cancern of their's 
how foul is the inſide, tor of that men cannot 
judge, Indeed, the ſearcher of hearts diſco- 
vers the moſt hidden villainy; but they will 
fatter themſelves, that if he ſhould not pre- 
vent, it may be, he will not puniſh ic; there 
fore their hearts are fully ſet in them 10 ds evil, 

b 


Fooliſb and unwiſe ! Do ye not know, that 
God will be glorified in that ſon, whom ye 
betray by caſting his words behind you? Know 
ye not, that he, who ſubmitted to an igno- 
minious death for the ſake of finners, will one 
day be exalted upon a throne of judgement, 
to the utter confuſion of thoſe his enemies, 
who crucify him afreſh by their repeated pro- 
vocations ? Or, know ye not, that although 
he ſhall ſuffer the wheat and the tares, the ſin- 
cre and the hypocrites, 1 grow together until 
the harveſt, yet at that great diicriminating 
day of tryal, he will effectually diſcern bettucen 
the righteous and the wicked ; between him that 
{rveth Cod, and him that ſerveth bim nat ? 

THURSDAY. 
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THE NARRATIVE. 
Matt, xxvi. Mark xiv. Luke xxii, John xiv, &c. 


HIS was the firſt day of unleavenes 
bread, on which, according to the pr: 
cept of the law, the paſchal lamb was tu bc 
killed: that great feaſt, which was inflit::-4 
in commemoration of the deliverance of tb: 
Iſraelites from the bondage of Egypt, and is 
thankful acknowledgement of the deftiroyir; 
angel paſſing over their houſes, when the f 
born was found Alain in every houſe of tt 
Egyptians, 


In the morning, the diſciples, knowing een 
punctual their maſter was in fultlling Fry rig 
teoufneſs, and much more in obſerving Fe 
great ſolemnity with all due ſtrictneſs of ©: 


votion, deſired to know at what houſe e 
{þ0119 


4 


o 0; 99 
ſhould make the neceſſary preparation for eat- 
ing the paſſover, or where the paſchal lamb 
ſhould be got ready for him: for Dr. Lig hi foot 
obſerves, that it might be eaten any where, ſince 
the houſes in 7eruſaiem were not to be hired, 
but during the time of the feaſt, of common 
right (a). Jiſus anew what wos in man, and 
foreknew who were his, and who were worthy. 
He could therefore, without heſitation, direct 
them where they would und a welcome recep- 
tion. Accordingly, he ſent two of them, 
Peter and John, to Jeruſalrme, with an aſſurance, 
that as ſoon as they entered into the city, they 
would meet with a man, bearing a pitcher of 
water (as it might ſeem by accident, but in 
reality, by the appointment of Heaven): Him 
they might follow into the very houſe, which 
Mould ſupply them with all things needful for 
their accommodation; for, upon their only 
telling the good man of the houſe, that the 
maſter had ſent them to enquire for a room 
that might conveniently receive them and his 


; twelve diſciples, at the patiover-ſupper, he 
would immediately ſhew them a large upper- 


room furniſhed and prepared for the purpoſe, 
F 2 where 


(a) Lightfoot, vol, II. P. 255. 
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where they might make all things ready fo: 
him againſt his arrival. 


The ſame diſciples, who had lately bee. 

ſent upon as extraordinary an errand, an- 
found an aſs tyed with a colt exactly in the 
.place which he had deſcribed, could not doubt 
but that they ſhould ſucceed as well in this ſe- 
cond embaſſy, which could not depend upon 
human foreſight. Whereupon they went with 
a kind of patriarchal faith, mot Eh, whithe? 
they went, truſting in his word, whoſe direc- 
tion they implicitly followed, They came into 
the city, and found all things to happen juti 
as he had foretold, Ii hey ſaw the man car 
rying the pitcher of water : they followed 9955 

into the houſe, and upon delivering their me 

ſage to the maſter of the houſe, who was 55 
bably a friend or follower of Jeſus, he ſhe ed 
them a convenient room, properly furniſhed 
with every necellary accommodation, and 
granted them the free uſe of all things without 
the leaſt ſcruple. Nothing, therefore, was 
left for them to do, but to provide a lamb ; 
.and having ſlain it, as was preſcribed, in the 
temple, ſprinkled the blood on the altar, anc 
prepared all other things neceſſary for the ce. 
lebration 


— 


- — — — — * — — 
2 — — — — — * — — — — « 
2 — - * — —— _ ” —œ — — — - — — — 
— — ; * — — — — — — — — py” A —— — 
m 1 22 * - g 2 1 
_— — 5 - 
— — > TRE Cas * * _ 
4 » * 


— wap —— — 
— — —ͤ— 


—— 
r ——— K — 


— 


, TAE, ' uit s - © rant : 
— — — — nn — i 


__— 


% <> — 

* = => 2 — = S — — 

1 = — 2 — — — — _ 2 —2 = — — = TL Ve —— 
— — > — . * 2 — = - IE — 2 — —-— — < — — 
— —_ — ũ—E4——ä —— —4äj— — — — — — - — — — — > - i » — — _— — 2 > a A 
7 — ee, 2 py rr — — - — — — — y - * — — — — = 
— F = = 2 4 N _ — 
- * - 


- — = 2 
- - 
— — —- 


* - 
23 may "I 
N a * — 
* =" 7 
m _— — — —-— ——&ũG—̃ —— —¹W ra 


* % kd 


H KS DN .. r 


lebration of the paſchal ſupper, they returnec. 
o their maiter, 


Part of the meſſage which they were to car- 
ry was, that his time was at hand; intimat- 
ing, that this paſſover would be the Jaſt he 
ſhould live to celebrate; and as he had hinted 
before, that his removal from hence would be 
by ſome violent and vntimely death, the diſ- 
ciples, who had been formerly elated by the 
imagination of tempora: grandeur and pomp, 
were now depreiied by the apprehenſion of 
ame approaching ſhock, which would put an 
end to all their flattering hopes and views. 


Jeſus perceiving this, before his departure 
to Jeruſalem, exhorted them affectionately not 
to give way to ſuch a dejection of ſpirit, be- 
cauſe he was about to leave them defenceleſs 
to the incenſed power and malicious perſecu— 
tions of the world, who were, upon principle, 
his and their avowed enemies ; for that they 
might bring comfort to themſelves, with a be- 
lief in God and in him, from accuſtoming 
themſelves to look forward to the better hopes 


of a better world. He could aſſure them, that 


in his father's houſe, from whence he came, and 
Whither he was going, there are many manſions 
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of bliſs appointed for the reception of faith“ 
fouls (a truth which he had all along ende. 
voured to fix in their minds) and that 7 
were not ſo, he would not have flattered ther 
with ſuch a deluſion. That he was actual 


going before to prepare that place of never-fadi::» 


glory for them; and ſtill more to confirm the" 
in the expectation of it, he promiſed to co. 
again, and receive them unto himſelf, that 
he is, there they might be with him, to dwell .. 
gether in the ſtricteſt union of love and friend 
{hip through eternal ages, 


The frequent mention of his departure pu 
St. Peter upon enquiring whither it was tha; 
he meant to go, for he profeſſed, that he wilh- 


ed to follow him wherever it was. Jeſus told 


him, that that was impoſſible at preſent, bu 
it would happen, that he ſhould fallow 417; 
afterwards, meaning, in his ſufferings for hi 
and the goſpel's fake. Peter replied, in th. 
warmth of his zeal, Ly not now? I will V. 
doꝛon my life for thy ſake, Jeſus corrected hin; 
in this, though he knew that, in time, he 
would be enabled to do it, Be not too 
guine, at preſent, in your profeſſions of friend- 
ſhip for me, or too confident of your cn 


ſtrength; for J tell you, though you ſuſpect 
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not, that the cc 20711 not cru, till thou haſt thrice 
denied that thou knowe/t me. 


Notwithſtanding all the aſſurances he had 
given them of ſpiritual comforts, the diſciples 
could not yet diveſt themſelves of all hopes, 
that this his ſtate of exaltation would be in 
the eſtabliſhment of a temporal kingdom, 
wherein they, his conſtant adherents, might 
reign with him: and therefore Thomas, whoſe 
ideas were as groſs and worldly as thoſe of the 

reſt, upon hearing what he ſaid about his de- 
parture, and wanting to be ſtill farther fatis⸗ 
ned in ſo intereſting a point, fail unto him, 
with this oblique view, Lord, you have never 
yet expreſsly told us, whither you are going, os 
WHPEYE your Kander s houje is, and how then can we. 

poſſibly know ihe way thither ? 


Jeſus, underſtanding his miſtaken notiens, 
repeated what he had ſaid once before, that he 
had pointed out the way to them, and that he 
himſelf was the way, and the truth, and the 


life; for that he came Clown from the heavenly 


regions on purpoſe to guide them, by his ex- 
ample and his doctrine, in the way thither z. 
that none but they who would ſubmit with a 
religious faith to his inſtructions, could hope 
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104 THE NARRATIVE. 
to gain acceſs to the father, and that the ve 
rious manifeſffations of the divine preſenc>. 
which they had, from time to time, ſeen 

him, were ſufficient to convince them, tha: 
whoever knew him as they ought, knew ti.: 
father likewiſe z for he was zhe expres imave © 
Vis perſon, 


Philip, either miſunderſtanding his meas - 
ing, as the others had done, or being too ga- 
ger in epplying it, as they did, ſaid unto hin 
with ſoine earneftneſs, Lord, ſbeto us the fa 
ther, either by ſome viſible repreſentation 0! 
his glory, or by bt:inging us to the ſight anc 
enjoyment of him, and we deſire no more. 
Jeſus replied, as it might ſeem by way of re- 
proof, and {ill in purſuance of the ſame con- 
cluſion from the ſame premiſſes, Haw? 7 bee. 
fo long time with you, ſpeaking as never mar 
and doing ſuch works, as none 
other man ever did, yet hat thou not known inc. 
nor yet underſtood, even from ſuch evi- 
dent diſplays of divinity, that %% who has [cer 
me, bas in effect ſeen the father ® For by th. 
you cannot but be convinced of what I have 
often affi med, that 7 am in the father, and :- 
father in me, by an inſeparable union of 4% 
ture and eflence, | a 
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But if this be not ſufficient, you ſhall have» 
if poſſible, a ſtill more convincing proof of 
this truth, and that from yourſelves; for you 
{hall be enabled, through a firm belief in me 


and my words, not only to do the works that 


J have done, but, in ſome reſpects, even 
greater works than theſe (alluding moſt pro- 
bably to the miraculous-gift of tongues upon 
the deſcent of the holy ghoſt,) becauſe 1 go to 
the father, and ſhail prevail with him to fend 


yore another comporier, or advocate, who will 


not leave you again, as I muſt, but will be 
preſent, as if he dwelt with you and in 
you, by the influence of his grace, and a 
free communication of his ſpiritual gifts, for 
Ever, 


their orphan ſtate, he promiſes, that after his 
converſing with the world, and departing out 
of it, he would appear. to them again ; and 
that they ſhould then know and underſtand, 
by the moſt convincing tokens, that he was 
in the father by an ineffable union, and they 
in him by an indiſſoluble connection; ſuch as 
the allurements of the world ſhould not weak- 
en, nor the perſecutions of the world deftroy : 
zor the keeping of his commandments, which 
F 5 is 


To comfort the diſciples ill more during 
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166 THE NARRATIVE. 
is in every one's power, is the infallible bond, 
by which this connection would be preferve: 
entire. 


Upon this, Jude, whoſe thoughts, like tho 
of the reſt, were taken up with the flatter! 
expectations of a temporal kingdom, inter. 
poſed with ſurprize, and aſked him, Aw :, 
was, that he wonld manifeft himſelf tinto then only, 
and not upon the public theatre of the world 
for ſuch a private appearance of royal dignity 
as this, would be inconfiſtent with all thei: 
views at his royal inveſtiture? Jeſus informed 
him, and by the information corrected his mi! 
taken notions, that this did not relate to a 
viſible appearance of his godhead or "reg 
but to that ſpiritual communication of his 
everlaſting benefits, whicn they alone, whe 
love him and keep his commandments, cou! 
receive, "T'oſuch his holy ſpirit would diſclo' 
the whole will of his father, for the edifica- 
tion of his church, and their own inſtruction 
in righteouſneſs, the means of grace, and the 
hopes of glory. 


Then, as an affectionate farewel, he leaves 
with them the bequeſt of his peace, the moi 
important of all bleſſings, which the world 

could 


UD D. mp 
could neither give nor take away; the ipring 


of all preſent and eternal bliſs, with which 
they might poſſeſs their fouls in patience,, 


and which would preſerve their ſouls to all 


eternity. Upon finiſhing this converſation. 


conſiſting of admonition, inſtruction, and 


comfort, which took up the greateſt part . 


the day, he called upon them to ariſe, fo 
that it as now time to go fram then? to Jes 
ruſalem, 


Dr. Benſon, a and forme 80 80 before him, 
have placed this diſcourſe with the diſciples, 


after the celebration of the paſtover, when 
they had finiſhed the ſupper, and were going 
to mount Olivet on the Thurſday evening. But 


this miſtake ſeems to have ariſen from their. 


having confounded the concluſion of this diſ- 


courſe, Ariſe, and let us go hence, teferring to 


bis final departure from Bethany, with what 


ae ſays, when he leaves the gueſt-chamber,. 


and paſſed over the brook Kedron; Which were 
evidently ſpoken at two different times ; for at 


the laſt he adds, Behold he that betrayeth me is at 


hand, Which it is not likely he would ſay before 
that time, when Judas was with him, and con- 
tinued with him till the laſt ſupper was over (C). 


6 Towards 
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775 dee Lightfoot's works, vol. I. p. 260. 
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108 HE NARRATIVE. 


Towards the evening, after the ſun was 
ſet, which was the appointed time for cele. 
brating the paſſover, Jeſus and his diſciples 
arrived at the houſe in Jeruſalem, that was 
prepared for their reception; which was, in the 
opinion of ſome, the houſe of John, Whole 
ſurname was Mark, an admirer of Christ“ 
doctrine, if not then one of his diſciples, At 
the uſuai hour, when it was dark, Jeſus fat 
down at the table, wich his twelve apoſtles ; 
and that he might expreſs the fervency of that 
affection, which he had always ſhewn fo: 
them, in this Jaſt intercourſe he told them 
that he had mott earneſtly deſired to eat 101 
paſſover with them, becauſe he knew it would 
be the laſt that he ſhould ever celebrate befor 
his death; for that was now ſo near at hand, 
that he could add be ſhould ne more eat of it, nor 
indeed of any thing elſe, until the ordinance 
itſelf, which was but a type, ſhould be ſuper- 


1Jdeded by another inſtitution, which, under 


the goſpel (the kingdom of his father) ould 
be ſubſtituted in its room, 


After having ſaid thus much, he took the 


cup of wine, with which the maſter of the 


faniily was uſed to begin the feaſt ; and when, 
according to the cuſtom, he bad ſolemn! 
bleſſ:d 


TH URN DAN. 10g 
| bleſſed it, which was by giving thanks unto 
God for that deliverance of Iſrac], in remem- 
brance of which the paſſover was ordained, he 
gave it to them, and defired them to divide it 
among themſelves; herein diſtinguiſhing it 
from the ſacramental cup, which he took af 
terwards, and put it ſeparately into each one's 


hand. 


When they had begun the ſupper Jeſus a 


ſecond time appriſed his diſciples of what muſt 
alarm them all, excepting the vile wretch 
himſelf, who was conſcious of the confede- 
racy entered into with the chief-prieſts on 
the preceding night, that one of them, who 
were partaking with him in that comme- 
morative feaſt feuid ey him, Well might 


they, who knew taemlelyes innocent of ſuch 


2 baſe. deſign, enquire with ſome mutual 


jealouſies, and yet wirh a ſeeming diſtruſt 


too, becoming thoſe who are fearful of fall- 
ing by ſurprize, as they did, one by one, 
Lord, is it [? (though he had at a for- 
mer ſupper privately ſignified to 7h, in 
confidence who it was ;) but with what 
inconceivable effrontery muſt they guilt 
traitor himſelf be ſuppoſed to aſk the ſame 
queſtion with the reſt ? And with what con- 


fuſion 
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110 THE NARRATIVE. 
fuſion of face muſt he receive the anſwer from 
the mouth of the deſtined victim, Thou Y 
fead ! 
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Nevertheleſs, he ſtill continued at the ta- 
ble, and at the concluſion of the ſupper, when 
the ceremony of eating the paſchal lamb wegs 
finiſhed, it was the proper time for our Saviour 
to introduce a new ſacrament, inſtead of the 
other which was to give way to it, in com- 
memoration of a ſtill greater deliverance than 
that which had been commemorated, even ch. 
redemption of the whole world from the thre:- 
dom of fin and Satan: and that he migh: 
make uſe of the molt ſignificant emblems fo 
this purpoſe, He t994 bread, which he had be- 
fore in a figure called his body, and gas- 
thanks, and blefſed it, or implored the bleſſiug 
of Heaven upon it, and upon the inftitutic:, 
itſelf, that a bleſſing might for ever be deriyc: 
upon it; and breaking it, he gave a piece of 1! 
to each of his diſciples, and ſaid, Take, ear, 
this 1s my body, or it is the viſible repreſentation 
of my body, which is, in the decree of the al 
mighty father, given for you, and is now quick 
ly to be mangled for the fake of the world; 
therefore continue, in your religious aflem- 
blies, to keep up the devout commemoration 


>. 


Vs 
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of this my dying love, by doing this, or re- 
peating this ſacramental act, in remembrance of 
me. | 


In like manney, after the paſchal ſupper, 
he took the cut, and giving thanks as before, or 
joining thankigiving with a prayer, by which 
again he invoked the bleſſing of Heaven, be 
gave it to them, ſaying, Drink ye all of this wine, 
for it is the repreſentation of my blood (which 
in a figure he bad before called drin# indeed) 
and it is the appointed ſeal and ſanction of the 
new covenant that is about to be eſtabliſhed 
between God and Man, by the ſhedding of 
my blood; the great ranſom that is to be paid, 
by the gracious appointment of Heaven, for 
the remiſſion of fins : intimating by the time, 
the place, and the manner of the whole tranſ- 


action, that the bread now emblematically re- 


preſented his body, as the paſchal lamb typi- 
cally prefigured it before, and that the wine 
was now His blood of the New Teftament, in the 
lame figurative ſenſe, as the blood of bulls and of 
goats had been under the old.“ 


Juſt at this inſtant, while they were in the 
room together, a very unſeaſonable contention 
aroſe 


Lees theo 


* Comp, Exod, xxiv. with Heb. ix. 
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THE NARRATIVE. 
aroſe among the Apoſtles about precedericy ; 


118 


but Jeſus corrected them by pointing out the 


difference between the condition of His ſub: 
jects, and that of the ſubjects of the Kings 0! 
this world, who, from the nature of th«i: 
dominion, exerciſe an authority over their 
inferiors; whereas he had appeared amo: 
them in the meaneſt capacity, and they were 
to learn from him, that if there were any dif- 
ference of ſtation among them, the greateſt 
ſhould ſo demean himſelf, as to become th: 
leaſt : he adds, however, as an encouragerne!t 
to perſeverance, and as a reward of their Hen 
faſtneſs, that he would appoint them a king 
dom, as his father had appointed him, Where. 
in they ſhould ſupport a moſt exalted charac 

ter, even that of fitting upon thrones, au 
judging the twelve tribes of del. 


St. Luke's words are, He that is greateſi a 
mong you, let bim be as the younger, W hence it 
is naturally to be underſtood, that the forme: 


word greate/?, as well as the latter, reſpects che 


age; and therefore it is probably conjec- 
tured, that ſome one among them had bee: 
challenging ſome privilege or primacy to him- 
ſelf on account of ſeniority. Peter, it i- 


ſuppoſed, was the oldeſt, and therefore fat 


tas 
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the uppermeſt place af the table, on one fide 
of our Lord, whoſe diſcourſes were, for this rea 
ſon, directed fo immediately to him, anc 1 his 
anſwers to Chiiik were taken in the name of 
the reſt; and therefore there is ſome room ta 
ſuſpect, that he was the chief tn this conten- 
tion, and that jt was in: wy likelihood between 
him and the two ſons of Zebeder, Fame, and 
Jahn, who appear ka: through their mo- 
ther, to have preſumed too much upon the 
marks of ang with which Chriſt had pe- 
culiarly diſtinguiſhed them, not perhaps with 
out the jealouſy of Prey: who, though he 
could not claim a primacy to himſelf, yet wants 
ad from his ſeniority to aſſume a precedency.(c) 
But our Saviour's anſwer forbids us to under- 
Rand that any ſuch ſuperiority was ever grant- 
ed to him, 


Then, turning to Peter, partly with a rebuke: 
for this ill-timed diſpute, and partly becauſe. 
he had profeſied his attachment to him in the 
ſtrongeſt terms, Jeſus foiewarned him of the 
danger to which both he and the reſt would. 
be expoſed, through the deſtructive inſinua- 
tions 


(c) See Lightfoot on Luke xxii. ver. 26, 
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114 THE NARRATIVE. 
tions of Satan, but that he had prayed for 
him, that his faith might not fail in the hou 
of tryal : foreſeeing, however, that his fait“ 
would be more neatly ſuffering ſhipwreck, 
than that of others, who would deſert, bu: 
not abjure, him, he exhorted him, after b. 
recovery from ſo ſignal a lapſe, to Rtrengther:. 
by a more fervent zeal, thoſe who mi cht 
tempted to forfeit theirs. 


Such an unfavourable ſurmiſe rouſed the“ 
confident ſpirit of this preſumptuous apoſt!. 
and, as if he could depend upon a heart 
vet conſcious of waveripg in his maiter”s 3559 


he proteſted, in the fincer.ty of it, as he them 


imagined, that fo far from being oerſuaded 
ever to abjure him, he was ready, if that ſhoul:. 
be found neceſſary, to die with him: but Je- 
ſus repeated, with a ſtronger emphaſis, and ir. 
A more preciſe limitation of time, what hc 
had cautioned him againſt before, that before 
the ſecond crowing of the cock that very night, 


he ſhould thrice deny that he had ever known 
him. 


Mie cannot but obſerve, by the bye, 1 10% 
ill - grounded 1s the plea drawn by the 5 
maniſts for Peter's primacy from this pec” 

lia: 


TH Un D Y. in 


Har application of our Saviour to him, 
Simon, Simon, Satan hath deſired is have you 

but have prayed for thee, &c. It might 
as well have been made to any other of the 
Apoſtles, who were open to the like affaulr ; 
and to whomſoeyer it had been directed, he 
muſt have felt rather a ſevere reprimand, 
than underſtood it as a promotion to the pri- 
macy (d). 


Nothing now remained to Fniſh the cere- 
monial of the paſſover, but to fing the hymn 
called Hallel, that was appointed for the con- 
cluſion of this folemn fervice, which conſiſted 
of ſix euchariſtical pſalins, from the 153th 
to the 118th incluſiyve; in which hymn, as 
the Jews obſerve, are raentioned the ſorrows 


of the Meſhah, and the reſurrection of the 
dead (e). And then, after giving ſome affec- 


tionate farewel exhortations to his Apoſtles, 
and offering up a moſt devout ſupplication in 


behalf of himſelf, his Apoſtles, and all ſue- 


ceeding Chriſtians, to the throne of grace, he 
left the gueſt- chamber, where he had cele- 
brated 


exc ru — TIS 


(4) See Lightfoot on Luke xxii. ver. 31. 
(e)] See Lightfoot and Whitby in loc. 
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brated the paſchal ume and the Lord 


ſupper; and, as his cuſtom was every nighæ, 
went out of the city, with his Apoſtles, anc. 
croſſing the brook pd pailed on toward. 
the mount of Olives 


Upon their leaving the houſe, it is probabſe 
that Zudas ſlipped away from them, and Wen 
private}y to the high-pricft's palace, where 
had appointed the inſtruments of his wick«: 
purpoſe to be ready, whenever he ſhould cat. 
upon them, to put it into execution It is 


poſſible, that che Apoſtles might take notice 


af Fudas's withdrawing himſelf; and this gase 
Jeſus occaſion, in the way, of declaring to 
them with concern, that they would all 6: 
them be effended becauſe of him, that very ugh, 
and even defert him in the midſt of his dif 

treſs; for ſo the prophet had foretold, Zach, 


xili. 7. 


Peter was hurt at ſuch a declaration, and 
with his uſual aſſurance of an immoveable ſted- 
faſtneſs (though molt deeply involved in the 
future revolt) profeſſed, that though al! men, 
and all his brethren among the reſt, ſhouls 
fall from him, and forſake him, yet nothing 
ſhould tempt him to leave him, even to the Jaft 

| extremity«. 


es dF. 117. 


-extremity, This ſelf confidence had been 
twice corrected beſore in a manner that might 
in reaſon have alarmed him: but as the warn« 
ing had not hitherto been ſufficient to put him 
upon ſuſpecting the treachery of his heart, 
Jeſus repeated it a third time, with a degree 
of preciſeneſs, that might have awakened him 
to a conviction of Chriſt's fore-knowledge and 
his own frailty, Feri 7 fay unte thee, doubt it 
not, that even in this night, which is now be- 
gun, before the core crow twice, Which may 
ſerve as a ſignal of itz truth, thou ſalt moſt 
cowardly deity me thrice, Peter however ſtill 
perſiſted in reſolutely diſclaiming ſuch a ſuf- 
picion, and all the diſciples joined with him 
in the ſolemn aſſcveration of inviolable attach 
ment to their maſter and his ſervice, even unts 
death, inſomuch that Jeſus ſaid no more, but 
left it to the event to juſtify his ſuſpicion, 


Having paſſed over the brook Kedron, which 
ran through a vale of the ſame name, they 
came to a place called Gethſemane, or the place 
of oil-preſſes, at the foot of mount Oliuet, 
where was garden, inte which Jeſus entered 
1th his diſciples: and indeed thither be had of 
ten before reſorted with his diſciples, for the fake 
of retirement and private devation ; fo that 

— Judas 
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Tudas knew where he ſhould find him; and 
Jeſus knew, as well as he, that it would be 
a moſt convenient place for being appre-. 
hended, without alarming the people, or giv- 
ing them an opportunity of railing a tumult, 
in order to refeue him. 
Here began the preface to that diſmal agon 
which was to terminate in the ſufferings of a. 
ignominious death. Jeſus ordered eight of h 
diſciples to itay at the entrance into the gar 
den, while he took three of them, Peter, 
James, and Jahn, who had been the choſen 
witneſſes of his transfiguration, into a mers 
retired part, where they might now become 
ſpectators of his humiliation at the affecting 
_ proſpect juſt before him, a depiorable ſcene of 
forrow and grief; for he confeſſed to them, 
what his dejection of ſpirit plainly diſcovered, 
that his /oul was exceedingly forrowful, even a. 
if he already felt the pangs of approachiny 
death, or were now ſtruggling under the ſe- 
vere conflict between the fleſh and the ſpirit, 
and linking under the infirmities of the hu- 
man nature, if not ſupported by the ſupplies ©: 
divine aid. But partly to teach them how t 
apply for this divine ſuccour, in the beſt man- 
ner, and partly to convince them that it would 

| 810) 


THV-R s DN . ng 
not fail him, as a man, in the extremity of 


nis diſtreſs, he deſired them to continue where 
they were, and watch with him, while he 


went a little farther, for the fake of being ſtil! 
more compoſed in offering up his private eja· 


culations to heaven. 


Accordingly, kavieg withdrawn from them 
about the diſtance of a ſtone's caſt, he Grit 
xneeled down, and, as if this poſture of pro- 


found humility were not quite ſufficient to ex- 


preſs the ardour of his devotion, immediately 
after proftrated himſelf on the ground, and 
then prayed, that, if it were poſſible, or con- 
liſtent with the will or wiſdom of his father, 
the dreadful hour might paſs from din, that 
he might avoid the bitter potion, the effect of 
that diſpleaſure, which was due to a 1inful 
world. But as if he would correct thoſe fitſt 


emotions of a dejected mind, he adds, with 


the true ſpirit of unfeigned ſubmiſſion and re- 
ſignation to the divine grin which he knew 
to be fixed, Nevertheleſs, O my father, with 


whom all things are pojjibs te, 1 my will, but thine 
be aan. 


After this ſhort ejaculating prayer, which 
was ſeeming] 7 uttered with all the diſponding 
apprehenſions 


120 THE-NARRATIVE.: 
apprehenſions of a dejected ſpirit, oppreſl: 
with the proſpect of increaſing grief, he r: 
turned to the three diſciples: but they wer: 
fo much overwhelmed with ſorrow at wh:: 
was coming, and at what they apprehende 
would come, that they were fallen aſleep, Je- 
ſus reproved them, but gently: hy fee; 
ye and then turning to Peter, who ha- 
been moſt forward in his proteſtations c! 
zeal and fidelity, he admoniſhed him in par- 
ticular, what, Simon, doit then fleep allo! 
could? not thou, who didſt but juſt now boaſt of 
ſpending an unwearied life in my ſervice, cala 
thou not Tvatch witi me ſo long as one hour? let 
me again exhort you all to watch and pray, 


that ye may not all into temptation. My ne- 
buke is the leſs ſevere, becauſe I can find ſome 
apology for your failure: I know that the pi. 
rit is willing ; but the fleſb is weak 5 your minds 
are well affected, but the infirmitie of nature 
betray you. 


When he bad thus kindly admoniſhed them, 
he left them a ſecond time, and prayed, at 5 
little diftance, nearly in the ſame words, which 
he had uſed before, Then returning to them 
again, he found them ſo much overcome with 


deep, that they could not recover themſelves 
enough 


THURSDAY. OTE: 
enough to know what they {hould anſwer him, 
Without ſaying any thing, however, but juſt 
what might rouze them for the preſent front 
their ſlumber, he went away the third time, 
and prayed as he had done before, but with 
ſo great earneſtneſs, heightened by the vio- 
lence of his agony, that, according to the in- 
terpretation of ſome, the blood iſtued from his 
pores, together with his ſweat, and dropped 
upon the earth (7), or rather, the ſweat 
| can off from him like drops of blood, which. 
| frickled down to the ground; inſomuch 
| that an angel was dilpatched from Heaven 
| to ſtrengthen and ſupport the human nature 
under this ſtruggle. Thus recovering himſelf 
| from the dreadful conflict, he returned a third 
ume to the diſciples, and finding them, not- 
withſtanding his repeated admonitions, till 
lleeping, he told them now, with a mixture 
of reproof and irony, that they nig fleep on 
ſtill, if they could, and tate their re/t ; or, as 
ſome, with the vulgar and the gloſſaries, have 


m, interpreted it by an interrogation, Do ye now” 
t 2 Jeep and take your reſt, when the hour is 
ich come, and your maſter is to be immediately 
ein ; 1 delivered 
1th b wenn e | 

ves — — 9 = 5 
gh 


CJ) Vith on Luke xxil, ver, 24. 
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delivered into the hands of them who ſeek 
life? (g) He therefore called upon them 
ariſe and 25, for that the traitor was then ju! 
at Hand. 


* 3 * 
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Jeſus had ſcarcely ſpoken theſe words, whe: 

lo, Judas appeared at the head of a large cor: 

pany of ſoldiers and officers, and ethers who: 1 

ke had procured from the Chief-prieſts for 1E. 

purpoſe, armed with {ſwords and ſtaves, 

furniſhed with lanterns and torches, thong! 

it was then full- moon, Teſt, as they fooliſt 
imagined, they ſhould miſs him in any of! 

more ſecret receſſes in the garden. 


Judas had fixed upon the ſignal, by whic! 
he would point him out from the reſt, 
might poſſibly be found there with him, 
that was, that he would kiſs the perſon wh: 
they were to take into their cuſtodyj. G 
therefore a little before the others, he ca: 
up to Jeſus, and with an air of reſpect, a % 
he rejoiced to meet him again, after a hes 
abſence, cried, Hail, Masten, and kiffed 4:5. 


* 
4 ' 
Tat. 
2 os % 


g) See Eſſay for a new Tranſlation, p. 131, Mei. 
In loc, and Penſan's Hiſt, of the Life of Chriſt, p. 493 


. 
* 1 
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Jeſus underſtood the nature of this greeting, 


however perfidiouſly diſguiſed under the alk 


of love and friendſhip; but yet he only an- 
ſwered him with this mild rebuke, Friend, 


wherefore art thou come? Betraye/t thot the ſen of 


nan, for you know me well by that nite, with 
4 hiſs © | 


Not. diſmayed however at the formidable 
appearance of an armed rabble, nor attempt 
ing to oppoſe or eſcape from them, Jeſus 
ſtepped forward, and with the grcateſt com- 


poſure of mind aſked them, wrwmm ther were 
feering © Struck at the majeſtick and intrepid 


air with which he aſked this queſtion, iaſtead 
of apprehending him, they only anſwered, that 
they were come to apprehend Him who was 
called Jeſus of Nazareth. Upon his telling 
them, that He was the perſon, they were fo 
ſtrangely confounded by his bare words, chat, 


as if they were afraid to ſeize him, though 


unarmed and unguarded, they ran backward, 
and fell te the ground, through horror. Re» 
covering themſelves however from this con- 
ſternation, they went up to him again with 
renewed courage, when h: aſked hem again, 
with the ſame firmneſs of ſpirit, Ha foot 
e? To which chey made only the ſame reply 


G 2 as 


— 2 2 
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as before. Jeſus anſwered, 7 have already file 
you, that I am he; adding, if I am the on!. 
perſon whom you want to find, let theſe, who 
are my friends and companions, go their uu. 
without moleſtation.-Dr, Lightfoxt ſuppotcs, 
That Chriſt had ſtruck thoſe to the grout: 
© that came to apprehend him, by the pow 
** of his word, that he might thereby provid. 
«© for the flight of his diſciples, and ſfhew h . 
“ divine power.“ ( The latter, no doub!. 
_ was deſigned, and they felt it; but the fo. 
Mer is more than we can collect from the con 
text: for he had before told his diſciples 
their forſaking him, as their fault; and there. 
fore it is not likely y, that he ſhould now <c©. 
trive the means af an eſcape from them, WI 
would have taken away their fault. 


As he was ſpeaking, the ſoldiers laid hand: 
on him, their willing priſoner, without 
leaſt reſiſtance. but "whom the diſciples 
that their mailer was thus ſeized by violence 
they muſtered up their courage, and atl-: 
him, whether they ſhould not ſmite thoſe en 
crable wretches with the {word ? And witho:. 
Wall. 
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(5) Ligbtſoci's Heb, and Taim, Exerc, on Fobu xvi: 
ver. 10. | 
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waiting for an anſwer, Peter, to ſhew how 


reſolute and undaunted at the appearance he 
was, haſtily drew his ſword, and in great fury 


firuck at MHlalchus, a ſervant of the High-prisiy 


who perhaps appeared more buſy than the rett, 
and cut off his right ear, But Jeſus rebuked 
him for this intemperate zeal, and ordered him 
to put up his fevord into its ſheath, as an uſeleſs 
inſtrument of defence to Him, who could have 
commandes legions of angels to defend him, if 
that had been his aim or deſire. But while 
the captain of the band and the ofhicers were 


binding him, to prevent his efcape, he aſked 
leave only that he might be allowed fo much 
the liberty of uſing his hands, as to touch the 
man's ear, and with the touch he healed him: 
Enough, one would have thought, to turn 
the heart of the moſt hardened infidel, at the 
ſight. 


Then he began to expoſtulate with the 
mixed multitude, who were guarding him, for 
the indignity of ſuch a rude ailault, as if he 
meant to bring them to {ome ſenſe of remorſe 
for what they were doing, Why are you come 
out againſt me with theſe formidable weapons, 
as you would ſeize a common thief or rob- 
ber, making ſome deſperate effort to eſ- 

| 8 3 Cape 
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ape from his purſuers? You have had op 
portunities enough to apprehend me, while 
was teaching in the temple, day after day; 


bot chen, you did not offer the leaſt degree © 


violence againſt me. I know, however, th- 
reaion of all this, better than you yourlſelv< 
do: you were hitherto reſtrained by a ſecre 
check: but this is your hour, and the pov 
of darkneſs is now ſuffered to vent his malic: 
upon me; for the ancient prophecies muſt b. 
fulfilled. But nothing he could ſay availed 
They bound him and led him away to judg- 
ment. 


When the diſciples ſaw their maſtc: 
bound, and now at length, perceived, that 
they ſtill perſiſted in their adherence to him 
and his cauſe, they muſt indeed follow hi: 
either to priſon or to death, their courage 
failed, and, as it were with one conſent, not- 
withſtanding their late proteſtations to the 
contrary, they for ſoo him and fied. In tho 


midſt of the buſtle that aroſe, x young mz: 
appeared with only a linen cloth thrown abe 
his naked body, who, as ſome have conje”- 
tured, was James the Lord's brother, and 2: 
others, Jahn the beloved diſciple; but who Was, 
moſt probably, ſome one lodging in the village 

Nea 
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near to the garden, and being awakened out: 
of his ſleep by the noiſe, zroſe in a hurty, and 
followed the company, perhaps with ſome 
ſhew of anxious zeal for the event. Some of 


the ſoldiers ſuſpecting him to be a diſciple, laid 


hold on him, and in his fright, he left the 


linen garment, and fled from them naked. 


Jeſus being thus in the cuſtody of the hire- 
ling multitude, who were employed to appre- 
hend him, was carried firſt to the houſe of 
Aunas, who was father-in-law to Cazaphas, 
the high-prieſt, But he judged it more pro- 
per to ſend him, bound as he was, to the 
High- prieſt's palace, becauſe the whole body 
of the Sanhedrim were aſſembled there, wait- 
ing for him, though it was now Jate at night. 


Here Jeſus was placed before the tribunal, 


as a malefactor, in order to undergo a minute 


* ſcrutiny into his doctrine and the conduct of 


his followers, for the purpoſe of a diſcovery, if 
poſſible, that the one was ſuſpicious, and the 
other heretical, But Jeſus referred the High- 
prieſt, who examined him, to what he had 
taught openly in the temple, whither the Jews 
always reſorted; and to their teſtimony, which 


he meant not to bias, he fairly appealed for a 
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proof of his innocent and inoffenſiye beha- 
viour, 


This meek reply, one would have thought, 
could not have given offence to any man, how 
ever prejuciced : but yet one of the officers, 
more officious than ordinary (in the opinion o 
the ancients, the very nee whoſe ear Jeſu: 
had juſt before healed) ftruck him for it or 
the face, under a pretence, that he had offer- 
ed an indignity to the High- prieſt, by thus re- 
ferring him to others for an anſwer to his quei- 
tions, and not directly anſwering them him. 
feif, Jeſus however bore even this injurious 
treatment with his uſual temper, and only an- 
ſwered him mildly, that if he had then, or 2. 
any other time, ſpoken any thing amiſs, he 
might teſtify againſt him; but if not, why 
did he — him | 


'The Chief-priefts and des of the counci: 
perceiving that they could extort nothing fror: 
his own mouth, by which they might form 
ſufficient accuſation againſt him, ſearched ou! 
for ſome falſe witneſſes, who might alledg 
{omething criminal againſt him, that woul: 
ſubject him to a formal tryal, which. if we 
managed, might end in his condemnation ; 

fo. 
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for they could never enter upon a proceſs that 

ha Would legally affect his life, on ſuch an- 
wers as he had hitherto made, 


ht, But though they had procured many ſuch 


»w- WW falſe witneſſes, yet they could find none that 
ers, WW Fully anſwered their purpoſe ; for the law re- 
no: MW quired the concurrent teſtimony of two wits 
elus neſſes, before a capital ſentence could be paſ- 
t On | fed upon a delinquent; but no two of them 
fer- could agree in their allegation, At length 
re- there came two, who could with truth depoſe, 
ue. tity heard him fay formerly, though they lit- 
im- tle underitood what he meant, or elfe wilfully 
ious WW perverted it, that he would deſtroy the temple 
an- of God, and build it up again in three days, 
r2* But, in the wording of their evidence, they 


„ he diſagreed likewiſe; for one of them teſtified, 
why ; that he ſaid, I am able to de/troy it, and the 
| other, more poſitively, / will deſtroy it; a dif- 
ference, which alone was enough to defeat 


unci: WW their teſtimony, and if not, their teſtimony. 
from did not amount to a capital charge. 

rm 2 CET 

d out Nevertheleſs, as this was the moſt plau- 
ledg ible of any yet appearing, they determin— 
YOu: ed to proceed upon it, however frivolous, 
well as it was poſlible that it might lead 
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130 THE NARRATIVE. 
them to ſome further diſcovery, Accordingiy, 
the high-prieſt roſe up in the midſt of the aſ- 
ſembly, and aſced him what reply he cou}: 
make to theſe witneſſes? But finding that he 
would make none (not from ſullenneſs, bu: 
prudence) either to them or to him, He pu- 
another queſtion to Jeſus, which could nc: 
but extort ſome reply from him, fince ha 
would put him upon his oath to anſwer hin: 
in direct terms. To prevent evaſions, therc- 
fore, as he thought Jeſus meant to uſe forme. 
he folemnly adjured him by the living God. 
as he had authority, by virtue of his officc, 
to exact ſuch an oath of him, to declare, whe 
ther he was the Meſſiah, the ſon of God, ©: 
not: for even in the ſenſe of the Jews, 17 
the Chriſt, and to be the ſon of God, were ly 
nonimous terms, If he anſwered this quet 
tion in the negative, it would, accordir.- 
to their preconceived notions, convict hi 
of impoſture, if in the affirmative, of bla“ 
phemy. Jeſos, in regard of the oath of Ge 
aniwered in expreſs terms, I am, nor will 
ever recede from that claim; and though 
you may now pais the ſentence of dea 
upon me, under colour of Jaw, for afſectin- 
ſuch a claim, yet you ſhall hereafter ic* 
me, who am, as the fon of man, thus de 

11 | ſpiteful! 


ts de 
eful!; 
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ſpitefully arraigned at the har of juſtice, ſit- 
ting at the right hand of God, and coming in 


the clouds of Heaven, to condemn Thoſe wha 


are about to condemn Me. (:) 


This open confeſſion of his divinity at 
once ſurprized and confounded his judges : but 
the high-prieſt, to expreſs his abhorrence of 
ſuch a profeſſion, which ne conſtrued to be 
downright blaiphemy, rent his cloaths, () (for 

(x 6 In 


_— — * n —_—_ — 


3 — —ê „„ 
1 "_ ad 


(i) Dr. Whithy rather refers this t© his coming to the 
deſtruction of Jertujalem, and not to the final day of 
judgment, becauſe it is ſaid, anar, in Matthew : Mithin 


à little avhile, and by St. Luke, a 78 ww, from this 


time ſhall ye ſee the fon of man coming, &c. Note on 
Matt. xxvi, v. 64. But our Saviour's own expreſſion 
elſewhere, and the common acceptation of the phraſe, 
together with the ſcripture defcripticn of that {olemnity, 
refer it rather to the final conſummation of all things, 
Not bvt that he meant to include both the one in a pri- 
mary, and the other in a lecondary ſenſe. 

(%) Their cuſtom and reaſon of rending their cleaths 
upon hearing blaſphemy, is handled in Ferus, in Sore 
bear. fol. 23. col. 1 and 2, and in Maim. in Avyrdah 
Zarab. per, 1. where thoſe two Canons being obſerved, 
% Every one that hears God's name blaſphemed, is 
bound to rent his garments ;* and © the Judges heariug 
blaſphemy muſt ſtand upon their feet, and muſt zene 


their cloaths, and may not jew them again,” will 


cauſe. 
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11 F ie. 
in the ſenſe of the Jews, to own himſelf 9. 
fon of God, and to make himſelf equal with G19, 
was the ſame thing) and demanding the op1i- 
nion of the council, which he ſuppoſed would 
concur with his own, pronounced him a blai- 
phemer, They all readily joined with him in 
declaring him guilty of death, by the tenor o. 
their law, without requiring any further wie 
neſs: he was therefore condemned to die, 


With this reſolution the council broke up. 
and the innocent priſoner was left, during the 
remainder of the night, to the mercileſs treat 
ment of the rude rabble, who did not fail, as 
he was now under the ſentence of condemna- 
tion, to abuſe him With all the moſt barbarou: 
ſcoffs and inſults that they could invent: they 
ſpit on him, they buffeted him, they blind- 
folded him, they ſmote him en the head, and 
then, in deriſion of the prophetic characte: 

Which 


cauſe us to obſerve ſomething in the circumſtance, that 
the High-prieſt only rent his cloaths, and not the reſt c: 
the bench with him, who yet vote with him, that it wa“ 
blaſphemy, and that therefore he was guilty of death 
which, had it been executed, muſt have been by ftor 
ing. Sanbedr. fer. 1. Natac, 4. Lightfoot's Har 
p. 263. ; | | 
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which he pretended to aſſume, they demanded 
of him to propheſy, if he could, who it was 
that ſtruck him, adding all the indignities, 
affronts, and blaſphemies, that their inſolent 
imaginations could ſuggeſt, too great for any 
leſs than divine patience to bear. 


While this melancholy butinefs was in agi- 
tation, Peter and John, who had taken their 
flight with the reſt of the diſciples, when they 
ſaw the danger of attending their matter, reco- 
vering themſelves a little from their fricht, 
and having ſome curicfity, as was natural, 
to hear the probable reſult of the whole, 
ventured to follow Jeſus at a diftance, 
John, who was known to the Iigh-prieſt, 
gained admittance into the palace, but Peter 


' ttood for a while at the door, till, by the in- 


NY 


tereſt of his fellow-diſciple John wich the 


door- keeper, he tuo was let into the palace of 
the high-prieſt, where bis Lord was under 
examination.— In the middle of the common=- 
hall there was a fire kindled, for it was cold, 
and as the ſervants and officers wei fitting 
round it, warming themſelves, Peter mixed 


with them, hoping to paſs unnoticed in the 


croud. But while he was there, waiting 
to hear the reſult of che trial, the maid- 
e ſervant, 
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134 THE NARRATIVE. 

ſervant, who had let him in, fixed he 
eyes upon him, and recognizing his coun - 
tenance, ſaid to ſome who ſtood near her, 
that ſhe could not but think that this man 


nad been with Jeſus of Nazareth, and, upon 


the ſtrength of this ſuſpicion, aſked him 
directly whether he was not one of his diſci 
ples ? 


The queſtion, thus abruptly put, ſta ngercd 
his reſolution at once; and dreading the fate 
conſequences ariſing from ſuch a diſcovery, 
he flatly denied that he ever Knew him, 6: 
that he was one of his diſciples, Nay, he 
averred, with ſome ſeeming indignation, the- 
he did not underſrand what ſhe meant by lay 
ing ſuch a thing to his charge; as if he 
ſrorned to be guilty of forming ſuch a co: 

ection. Then turning away, as great! 


offended at ſuch a ſurmize, he went out into 


the porch. But no ſooner had he got ther? 
then the cock crew, This circumſtanc- 
might have alarmed him at any other time 
but the preſent pert: arbation of his mind 13 


_ drowned the ſenſe of it that it pailed by him 


unhceded. — While he was in the porch ans 
ther maid accoſted him in the ſame ſtrain, and 


bringing him into the company that ſtood by 
the 


HUN DAT. 135 
tie fire, challenged him for one of his diſci- 
ples. But he confidently denied it the ſecond 
time, that he had the leaſt knowledes of the 
man; and / confirmation of his veracity, added 
an oath About an hour after, waen he ima- 
gined that he had got rid of all further inqui- 
ries, another began to charge him with the 
ſame connection; and others, who ſtood by, 
joined in the ſuſpicion, upon grounds 
which fully evinced it; for it was plain 
that he was a Galilean, as moſt of Jeſus's 
followers were, and his dialect diſcovered as 
much. Nay, the evidence againſt him was 
ſtill ſtronger, for à relation of that Malchus, 


whoſe ear Peter had cut oft, prefied it home 


upon him, by aſking him before them all, 
Did not I ſee thee with him in the garden © with 
what face then can you deny it? Ts laſt 
accuſation terrified him bevond meaſure; but 
he had no other way of ſhifting it off, than 
with oaths and imprecations to deny it again. 
As ſoon as he had done this, the cock crew 
the ſecond time. This feems not yet to have 
awakened him to a ſenſe of his fault; but it 


happened juſt at this moment, that Jeſus (the 


examination being finiſhed) was led down 
into the common hall, ard hearing Feter 
utter theſe laſt words, he turned about, and 

tag 
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looked upon him, This glance ſtruck him to 
the heart. He then recollected the warning 
which Jeſus had given him. He trembled at 
the ſignal, which he had diſregarded before; 
and overcome as he was with grief and confu- 
ſion, he went out and wept bitterly, 


Mr. Pilkington, in order to reconcile the 
accounts, which the ſeveral Evangellits 
have given of St. Peter's denial with the cir- 
cumſtances of our Lord's predictions about it, 
has ſtated the ſeries of the hiſtory in tuch a 
manner, as to interpret each of them in a 
ſtrictly literal ſenſe, which the foregoing 
account may not admit, On the Thur!- 
day morning, as St. John relates it, he tells 
Peter, The cock ſball not crow, till thou G4 
denied me thrice, On the fame day, he fe- 
peated the fame prophetic charge in another 
manner, The cock fhatl not crow this day, before 
that thou Halt thrice deny that thou knowe/t me, by 
St, Luke's account : and juit before they wen! 
into the garden, St. Matthew tells us, that 
Jeſus ſaid unto him, This night, before the coct 
crow, thou ſhalt deny me thrice : and St. Mark, 
This day, even in this night, before the cock crow 
twice, thou ſhalt deny me thrice, By the exprei- 
fon in St. Matthew and St. John, Before th: 
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THURSDAY. 137 
coc crew, ſome expoſitors underſtand, beſore 
the cock crowing ſhould be paſt; becauſe it 
is ſaid, that he once denied him to the maid- 
iervant, before he went into the porch, and 
heard the cock the firſt time; and others, in 
the time of cock-crowing; (1) that is, b 


tween the hours of twelve and three. But 
this harmoniſt would rather underſtand by 
it, that it ſhould not crow at all, before he 
had thrice denied him, and has accordingly 
placed it thus in his Harmony. The firſt de- 
nial to the damſe} who kept the door; the ſe- 


- 


* 
8 * 


.. 
J 
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cond to the ſervants who were warming them- 
ſelves at the fire; and the third to Aalchus's 
xinſman } and all this before he went into the 
porch at all; immediatcly upoa which the 
cock crew, | 
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(HT hus Ligbifzot, the arixlup & panies;, ought not to 
be rendered, the cock ſhall not crow once, or at all, but 
ic amounts to this ſenſe, within the time of cock-crows 
ing thou ſhalt deny me thrice; for Peter had denied him 
but once before the firft crowing of the cock, and thrice 
defore the ſecond. Mark xiv. 68, 72. So that cur Sa- 
viour's words are thus to be paraphraſed, Are you 16 
ſveure of yourſelf, O Peter? Verily I fay unto you, the 
tne ſhail be, and that ſhortly, when you ſhall deny me 
!hrice within the time of eock-crowins, Hab, and Tat-s 
mud, Exerc, on Matt. XXv1, 34» 
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But this does not appear to be exactly thr 
true ſtate of the cafe; for by comparing the 
Evangeliſts it will be evident, that his firi: 
denial was to-the maid who kept the door, He 
turned from her, and went out into the porch, 
and then the cock crew the firſt time. He 
was there challenged by another maid, who 
catiied him back into the hall, where others, 
who ftood by, taxed him with the ſame; 
v/hercupon he denied it the ſecond time with 
an oath, About an hour after, others charged 
him ſtil! cloſer, from his dialect, with being 
Chriſt's diſciple ;. and above all, the kinſmar, 
of Malehus, who ſaw him in the garden with 
Jeſus, and perhaps was preſent when he cut off 
his relation's ear; all which, with ſome hor- 
rid imprecations he denied the third time, 
and immediately the cock crew the ſecond 
time. 


The expreſſion therefore in St. John, which 
has raiſed this difficulty to the commentators, 
The cock ſball not craw, before that thou ſha 
thrice deny that thou knowe/i me, maſt be inter- 
preted in the larger ſenſe, for the common 
time of cock-crowing, which, ſays Doddridge, 
probably did not come till after the cock, 
which Peter heard, had crowed the ſecond 

time, 
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time, and perhaps oftener, (Do we not 
ſee ſomething of miracle in this cock crowing 
juft at this moment, at whatever hour of the 
night it might be? St. Matthew and Mark are 
more particular, and St. John after them 
more general in his expreſſion, _ 


a * * —__—_— — * ——_— —_— » * 2 Py —_—_— 


eel. _ 9 


(n) See Doddridge on Luke xxii. 34. The 
Gerrparisy or Galliniciſin, emphatically ſo called, was 
not till the morning. V. Ponl's Synop. in loc, V. Pil. 
kinglon's Nets, p. $42 55% 
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OW punctual was our great Redeemer 
in fulfilling all righteouſneſs! How back- 
ward are we in fulfilling the leaſt ! He would 
not neglect his attendance at the paſſover, tho 
he knew it was at the peril of his life; we 
can neglect his ſacred ordinance, which is our 
Goſpel-paſſover, upon every trifling occaſion; 
nay, we will make it give way to any thing 
elſe, and omit nothing that concerns us fo 
often, We raiſe difficulties to ourſelves tha! 
will prevail over duty, though not over in— 
clination, and then perſuade ourſelves, that 
it is more dangerous to enter into the doors oi 
the church than into any other place of com- 
mon reſort; and if inclination alone would 
Juſtify in the ſight of God, though his com- 
mand be urgent to the contrary, all his com- 
mands would become unneceſlary, 


We 
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We do not mean to ſet poſitive inſtitu« 
tions upon the ſame footing with moral 
duties; for theſe are unchangeably good in 
their nature and eſſence, whereas thoſe are 
good ſo far only as they are commanded, 


Nevertheleſs, . when they are enjoined by 


divine authority, they are indiſpenſible, and 
the neglect of them is therefore criminal. As 
long as the Jewiſh tabernacle and city were 
tanding, the command of celebrating the 
Jewiſh paſſover there, was in its full force; 
but as ſoon as they were deftroyed, it could 
not, with any propriety, be continued; for 
its celebration was, by expreſs order, confined 
to that place, It was confined in its nature 
too; for the blefling it commemorated re- 
iated only to the Jews, and the reſt of the 
world could have no concern im it. 


But when a redemption was wrought, the 


benefits of which were to extend to all man- 
kind, it required another kind of inſtitution 
to keep up the remembrance of it, which 


might be celebrated in every place, and at all“ 


games. For as the redemption was univerſal 
it was meet that the acknowledgement of it 
ſhould be univerſal likewiſe, The ſacramen- 
2al rite, which our Saviour at this time ſub- 

ſtituted 
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142 THE REFLECTIONS, 

ſtituted in the room of the Jewiſh-paſſOyer. 
Was in every reſpect ſuited to this religious 
purpoſe, When he commanded his * 
and through them all future generations, ta 
flo this in remembrance of him, he eommande; j 
That, in which all mankind had an ineſtim:. 
ble intereſt, and from which wy would haye 
a ſure reward, 


The bread which he broke was aptly Gignif- 
cant of his body, which was about to be pierced 
upon the croſs, for the ſalvation of the 
world. The wine which he poured out was 
properly emblematicai of his blood, which wa: 
about to be ſhed for the remiſſion of fits 
Every repetition of this ſolemn act would be 
truly ſacramental; for it has in its adminiſtra. 
tion every property which is included in the 
meaning, the efficacy, or the end of a ſacra- 

ment. This is well defined to be © an out- 
« ward and viſible fign of an inward and ſpi- 
ritual grace given unto us, ordained by 
„ Chriſt himſelf, as the means whereby we 
5 receive the ſame, and as a pledge to aſſure 
$6 us thereof,” In ſuch a definition is com- 
priſed not only the matter, which are the 
elements with which it is adminiſtered, con- 


Kituting the out ward form, but the ſecret gift, 
| which 


THURSDAY, © au 
which is the grace of God, conveyed by it, 


and for which, not for the mere ſubſtance. 


we ſec, it is, that we rank it among our moſt 
important and ſolemn ſervices, Not that we 
hy ſo great ſtreſs upon it, becauſe it is the re- 
femblance or memorial of ſomething abſent, 
or yet further, becauſe it is the teſtimony of 
divine grace already received; but chiefly, 
becauſe it is the appointed means, and there-- 
fore the effectual means, of deriving that grace 
from God which the ſacrament itſelf repre- 
ſents and fignifies, and which alone is availa- 
ble to eternal life. 


The form of expreſſion, which, being mii- 


underſtood, has miſled ſome into dangerous 
conceptions of the inſtitutio itfelf, is ſo 


much the true facramentai language, that it 
might rather have directed them to the con- 
trary concluſions, For obſerve the account 
which the Evangeliſts have giver: us of this 
whole tranſaction, and it will amount to this, 
T. 's ts my body, which is given for you, do this in 
rememberance of ine. — This is my body 
whoever can conſult the original will find, that 
the word his, which is there in the neuter 
gender, cannot refer to the bread, which 
would require the maſculine, as if he had 
id, 
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ſaid, this bread is my body; but it refers, . 
true concord, to the action, tate, eat; as 
he had ſaid this taking and this cating is my 
body, it ſignifies, or it repreſents my bod 
inaſmuch as it conveys to you, through faith, 
the ſaving benefits of my death and ſuffering 
which ſuch a thankful remembrance will de 
ſerve and ſecure. This is a language ts 
which you are no ſtrangers, for your ow! 
law will help vou to underſtand its propriet/, 


Zince this is in the very ſame ſenſe to be called 


my body, in which Moſes taught you to call th: 
future celebration of the paſſover, at every 
annual return of it, the Lord's Paſſover, 


He adds, this is my body which is given For 


you——not my true, natural body, which is 


preſent with you; not that glorified body 
with which 1 ſhall hereafter appear, as the ſon 
of man, in the clouds, and on the ſeat of 


Judgement z but the repreſentation of that 
body which is ſhortly to be crucified ard 


wounded. for you. Otherwiſe, the ſame 


body would be taken, broken, and eaten by 
him, whilſt yet it remained whole and entire; 
or the ſame body would be in heaven and on 
earth, inviſible and viſible, at the ſame time; 
abſurdities, which none, but ſuch as have 

an 
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an implicit Faith 3 in an infallible church, could 
pretend to reconcile, 


Finally he adds, Do this in remembrance of 
me—which includes a threefold obligation 
upon us, in point of diy, in point of interęſt, 
and in point of gratitude. For it was the 
command of a dying Saviour, when he was 
dying for our ſakes, If a common friend 
ſhould, in his laſt moments, leave a requeſt 
to be fulfilled after his death, however inſig- 
nificant it might be jn itſelf, 1t will ordina- 
rily prevail with his ſurviving friends to 
comply punctually with the conditions of it ; 


and ſhould they ſcruple or neglect, in any 


particular to fulfil it, ſuch an omiſſion would 
be deſervedly branded with infamy and diſ- 
grace, How then can we hope to eſcape the 
like reproach from ourſelves or others, when 
we preſume openly to flight, or intentionally 


to contemn, the earneſt requeſt of our greateſt 
and beſt friend, the dying Saviour and Re- 


deemer of our fouls ? 


_ Eſpecially when we feflect, that not more 
our duty than our intereſt is concerned, in the 
negle& or obſervance of ſuch a command, 
For it is, in truth, full of all the advan- 


H tages, 
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tages, the bleſſings, and the comforts, thai 
Heaven can beſtow, or mankind receive, 
which yet are no otherwiſe promiſed, ratiſied, 
or confirmed to them, than by this memori:; 
of his death and ſufferings, Is there a mo- 


_ Intereſting purpoſe to be deviſed than e ; 
pardon of {ins, and the ſalvation of the fo: . f 
a reconciliation with an offended God, and 
everlaſting comfort? But theſe are the gre: 4 
ends which this ſacred ordinance is calculated N 
to promote, and all of them are forfeited 6; $ 
the neglect of it. For ſuch is the import 5 1 
the command; do this, and receive the be- 0 
nefits of my death and paſſion; do this, an! i Þ, 
be eternally happy; including partly che 8 
means, and partly the condition of it. | * 

Miſtake me not: I do not mean to ex- | 45 
clude all thoſe from the hope of ſalvation, who 5 
have not at any time partook of, or who have 
moſt frequently abſented themſelves from, this 3 
holy ſacrament. But this I muſt ſay, that Pen 
ſuch men deprive themſelves of the moi! "i 
effectual means of grace; and this at leaf! Pere 
muſt weaken the foundation of their hopes of L- „ 
glory. — Had we but the due ſenſe we profeſs 4 * 
to have of the theatenings denounced againſt g 


1 
a 
2 

* 


diſobedience, or had we a juſt eſteem of the MM 
2 invaluable 
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invaluable bleflings promiſed to the faithful 
communicant, we ſhould account it the greateſt 


infelicity and misfortune in the world, ever 


to be debarred of this privilege, of which yet 
numbers of heedleſs chriſtians deliberately de- 
prive themſelves without regret, 


Theſe precious promiſes, annexed to this 
duty, will call forth our gratitude, and grati- 
tude will immedistely influence us to comply 
with the command of our friend, The pre- 
ſent command is attended with the moſt gra- 
cious and affectionate kindneſs on his part, 
| For thus, in effect, it runs. I, who being 
| in the form of Go, have nevertheleſs con- 
| deſcended to take upon me te form of a ſer- 
vant for your falvation, command you to 43 
| this in remembrance f ze. I, who came to 
bear the griefs, and carry the 1 rraws of a whole 
world of ſinners, command you to do this iu 
remembrance of me. 1, who am juſt ready to 
be wounded for the tranſgre/ ions, and bruiſed for 
Ve iniquities of my relentleſs and cruel mur— 
7 command you to ds this in remembrance 
ne; to retain only the memory of theſe 
| Fracious inſtances of love and compaſſion, by 

G fervive; not grievous or burdenſome in it- 


1 H 2 N ſelf, 
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ſelf, but infinitely beneficial to your img, 


fouls; do this, and be e happy. 


How ungrateful are we then, how ipfenß 
ble of his bleſſings, if, after having FEED: 
from Chriſt more than we can h 5 
even refuſe to acknowledge that we h 
ceived them] Does not the great love of Gul 
in giving his fon, does not the love of cur 
Saviour in giving himſelf for us, deſerve 
much as 2 remembrance ? None but Go. : 
power to lay our fins upon Chriſt ; none 
Chriſt was able to bear them; and are t+--: 
no thanks due to him for ſubſtituting hin! 
as a ſacrifice to appeaſe God's diſpleaſtire in 
the room of ſinners? Should we not be 
aſhamed of forgetting a common benefa%o; 
and do we thus requite the Lord who bought 
and bought us at ſo dear a rate as the ſacrif:: 
of his own life ? 


Jeſus, as ſoon as this religious initu- 
tion, ordained for the perpetual {er v.c 
of his church in all future ages, was ende 
retired into the garden, for the purpose 
private meditation and prayer; herein /-//.: 
us an exainple that we ſhould fellow his ft. — 
The devotions of the cloſet conſtitute as . 
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gent a branch of the Chriſtian duty, as the 
offices of the Temple. Theſe indeed are "1 
more exemplary in the ſight of others, but N 
thoſe are not leſs amiable in the ſight of God. 1 
In the publick ſervice of the Church, though 110 


not to be omitted, the pious chriſtian cannot 0 
make a ſpecial recital of the many fins he has 1 
committed, the many duties he has neglected, by 
or the many mercies he has received, for he i 


nas neither time nor opportunity, Whilſt he is 
engaged in the fame common formulary with 
his brethren of the {ame congregation, to del! 
upon theſe paiticujars z but in his private ad- 
dreſles to the throne of grace, he will be more 
at leiſure, and better qualihed to open all his 
cares, and to repreſent all his wants, He 
may confeſs his boſoin-{ins, and implore the 
forgiveneſs of them: he may lament the 
diſtreſſes of his ſoul, and beg compaſſion under 
them: he may recount his bleſſings, and 
otter the fuli tribute of thankſgiving for them : 
he may pray for himſclf, and for thoſe who 
ſtand related to him, The ſoul indeed will 


c difburthen itſelf before God without reſerve; 
0, Wl 2nd he 20% /eeth theſe uninterrupted exerciſes 
„bob an heavenly converſation in /ecret, will one 
day reward them openiy, 
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Among the various ſubjects of medii 

| in this our religious retirement, we {hai; 164 
fail to pray unto God, that he will pot 
2s into temptation ; that is, not ſuffer any, 
. Mall fall in our way, fo far to prevail one 
as to betray us either into a dental of ou 
> zious principles, or a deſertion of them. 
to themſelves, the moſt ſecure are in daa 
None could be better taught, or more 2 
fully warned againſt an approaching le, 
than St. Peter, and yet he fell. Can ans ©; 
us preſume to ſay, that if we were in his 
tion we ſhould acquit ourſelves better | 
us rather Year and fear. 


It may perhaps ſurprize us to hear, h. 
the reſolution of an apoſtle was ſhaken by th: 
fight accuſation of an inſignificant maid-[cr- 
vant, who only kept the door of the houtc, 
1 But do we not ſee many yielding to ſolicita- 

tions to evil from as mean an influence, and 
without the ſame motive of ſelf-preſervatio1, 
nay, againſt it; even from ſuch companions _ 
88 as they would deſpiſe upon any other occa- 
| ſion, and from that quarter, which good advice 
would be received with ridicule, they W i! 
yet liſten to bad inſinuations ? 
: * 
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But St. Peter, you will ſay, was repeated]y 
forewarned of his danger, and reſolutely pro- 


miſed to with itand it; neither was his a ſingle 


denial, for that might have ariſen from a 
ſudden ſurprize; but it was deliberate ; it 
was trebled ; for not the firſt crowing gt the 
cock could give the alarm, or prevent the 
imprecations with which the horrid failchooud 
was backed, True; and are not we fore- 
warned by precept upon precept not to land in 
the way of hinners; but is this found ſufficient 
to guard our wavering hearts apainſt it? Do 


we not ſolemnly promiſe and vow, in the pre- 


fence of God and his church, t renounce the 
devil and ail his works ? but does this promiſe 
bind us, whenever the forbidden fruit is 
held out, with his recommendation of its 
agreeable qualities? Do we not zate and eat 
it as greedily as if God had commanded, 
inſtead of forbidden, compliance? We re- 
new that promiſe, as often as we partake, 
with our Redeemer, of the holy banquet at 
his table; but does this reſtrain us? Do 
not our good reſolutions vaniſh, almoſt as 
toon as they are made? And is it not too 
commonly our caſe, that we fin and repent by 
turns? 


H 4 We 
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We hear the crowing of the cock; w- 
are alarmed with the ſymptoms of mortalit» ; | 
but how do we liſten to the voice? Thi 
preſent impreſhons are deep and gwakenis; ; 
but within a ſhort time where are the traces 
them to be found? Do we become more Sa 
more devout, or more ſerious than we were 
before? Alas] our negligence returns 
the re-eſtabliſhment of our health, and every 
good impreſſion that ſickneſs had made 
quickly effaced or worn out. 


Thus St. Peter in his fall is unto us a ſion: 
may his recovery be our example! His fin 
25 our warning: may his repentance be gur 
pa attern |! Cue glance from his maſter' s eye 
pierced his ſoul; it wounded his heart with 
deep remorſe for his grievous ſin, and melted 
him into tears of godly ſorrow, It was a 
glance of pity for his frailty and of rebuke e. 
his unthankfulneſs; it was an unbraidiny 
look, as well as a compaſſionate one; avi 
whilit it fignifted to him the weakneſs of h 
heart, if he were left to himſelf, it directed hi. 
to look up unto God, from whence cometh help. 
Conſcience is that faithful monitor which never 
fails to ſtrike the heart with confuſion at the 
remembrance of fin, and will continue to re- 


1 | 
pes 


5 


1. 


1 
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peat its admonitions till it brings forth forrow 
for it. When this begins, 
has found an entrance into che foul ; 
i9 the compaſſion of heaven, that, till it has 
brought the ſincere penitent to his right mind, 
it will not leave him. | 


the grace of God 
and ſuch 


90 The Lord turned, and locked upon Peter. 
So may he graciouſly look upon us, if we 


at any time make any approaches 8 

the like fin! May he look upon us with 
a glance, Which ſtall penetrate our hearts, 
and cauſe floods of penitential ſorrow to 
flew forth! Peter went out and webt bitterly, 
— He quitted that dangerous ſcene, where 
temptation had met and vanquithed him ; 
and choſe retirement and ſolitude to give 
vent to his overflowing ſoul, Thus may we 
recover ourſelves, or rather thus may we 


be recovered by divine grace, from thoſe 


ſlips and falls, which in this frail ſtate we 
ſhall often be making, Let us retire 
from the buſineſs and ſnares of life, that 
we may attend to the voice of conſcience, 
and of God ipeaking by it; and may fo 
taſte the wormwood and the gall, that our 
fouls may long have them in remem- 
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* brance.“ - Doddridge's Fam, Exp. vol, i! 
P- 536. 


The ſpirit indeed is willing, but the fleſh i. 
aveak, What! could not the diſciples te 
with Chriſt ane hour # Lord! what is man, 91 
what are the beſt of men, when left to them- 
ſelves! how frail, how ſupine, how negjii- 
gent in duty! A whole life ſpent in the ſervice 
of our Redeemer is no more than his loving 
kindneſs might well require of us; and yet, 
when he aſks only for a few hours to be de- 
voted to him, and this too for our own ſakes, 
we grow remiſs; think the command toc 
irkſome, and refuſe to comply with it bu? 
when we pleaſe ourſelves. Chriſt knows our 
frame, and will make favourable allowances 
for its weakneſs; but when, through in 
dolence, we ſuffer the remainders of corrup- 
tion in our nature to get the better of the 
ſuccours of divine grace in the heart, his for- 
bearance can be no longer diſplayed,—S/--þ 
an now, and take your reſt, is the ſentence 0 
dereliction, when we will not ftrive te over 
come the temptation that eaſily beſets us. 
For the curſe of ſpiritual lumber is the juſt 
puniſhment of the fin; according as it 15 
written, God bath given them the ſpirit ©} 
| ſlumber, 
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Aumber, eyes that they ſhould not fee, and ears tha? 
they ſhould nat hear, unto this day. = Let than 
eyes be darkened that they may not fer, and bau 
dawn their back alway, Rom. 11, 8, 10. 

But ſuch a ſeverity of diſpleaſure did not 
await all the diſciples. None but Judas 
meant to betray their maſter ; for the time 
came ſhortly, when cach of the others 
reſiſted unto blood in defence of his teſtimony, 
But the traiter, with the ſemblance of aftec- 
tion, {till perſiſted 2 the gail of bitterneſt, and 
in the bond of imquity. St. Peter fell by ſur- 
prize; Judas's treachery was deliberate. St. 
Peter's fault had nothing of malice or contri- 
vance: that of Judas, all the characters of an 
inflexible reſolution, and ſtubborn villainy : 
and therefore the repentance of St. Peter was 
the effect of godly ſorrow, but the remorſe of 
Judas was the effect of rage and confuſion, 


the agonies of frenzy, and the amazement of 
One would think, indeed, that 


deſpair. 
when he ſaw the face of his compaſtonate 
mafter, who had breathed out nothing but 
kindneſs towards him, his wicked heart would 
have relented, as well as Peter's, either awed 
dy the majeſty, or influenced by the benevo- 
lence it expreſſæd; but it was then, and ever 
H 6 will 
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when his enemies ſhall be ſummoned to the 
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will be true, that hypocriſy in religion, kar. 


bours, under the maſk of friendſhip, the bir. 


tereſt enmity againſt it. 


We likewiſe betray the ſon of man with 4 
kiſs, when under the pretence of doing hin 
honour, we undermine the intereſts of his 
kingdom; and that is, when we call him, 
Lord, Lord, but do not the things which 83 
has commanded, Inſtead of ſuch injurious 


treatment, which profanes the ſacred naue 


by which we are called, to ſerve a wicke!! 


purpoſe, ** may we be now ſo wile as to 4% 
the ſen in token of our humble allegianc- 


de to him, leſt he be,” in the day of his glo- 
rious appearance, ** juſtly angry with us; yea, 
« leſt we immediately periſh from the way, 
ce when his wrath is but beginning to #2 


Findled. — Doddridge, vol. 2, p. 544. 


His falſe accuſers may lay many things . 
his charge, before he is provoked to open 
mouth ; but he will at laſt ariſe, and maintain 


his own cauſe, They may miſrepreſent his 


words, or ridicule his doctrines; they may 


arraign his pretenſions, or mock at his ap- 


pearance; but the time is ſhortly coming 


ba: 
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bar, whilſt he is ſitting on the bench; when 
obſtinate infidelity ſhall be turned into ſenſible 
conviction ; and that, not in order to conver- 
fion, it will then be too late for this eſtect; but 
in order to an eternal recompence, which wll 
end in overwhelming confuſion, -Let this 
unjuſt proceeding againſt the innocent Lord 
of life teach us, in the mean time, how we 
ought to behave under the laſhes of the ma- 
lignant tongue of envy and malice, And if 
at any time,. we ſuffer this reproach, have all 
manner of evil, not only ſpoken, but even 
ſworn againſt us falſely, let us remember, 
that our Redeemer was once in the ſame 
circumſtances, and that we his ſervants can- 
not expect to eſcape better than our Lord ard. 
Maſter did before us. 
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1 | ECT: 
i THE NARRATIVE. 
. Matt. vii. Mark xv. Luke xxiii. John xvi::, 
I 
[ 


NH E villainous proceedings of the . 
moſt horrid night had not allowed cr 
is bleſſed Saviour any reſt, for he had not 27 
f to lay his bead. Early in the morning, the- 

great Council of the Jews, called the Sanbe 

drim, met again in a full body, that the, 

might the better fix upon the method, 
| which they ſhould procced to execute, in ti: 
moſt ignominious, the ſentence already p- 
ſed upon him, in the moſt illegal, manns 
„ That they might, however, preſerve t! 
| appearance of a legal proceſs, though p. 
viouſly determined to break through tlie 
bounds of it, they ordered him again to b. 
| it brought before them, as if they meant to try 
18 _ wheth-' 


„„%%;ꝶ᷑ÜE.rt 159 U 
whether he would fill maintain or relinquiſh 1 
his former pretenſions of being the ſon of 1 
God, and to condemn or acquit him accords 


ingly. " 

They had, by their own authority, an- 1 { 

nounced him a blaſphemer, for theſe preten- 0 

fions : but, as if that were not enough, they 1 

wanted to procure a ſtill ſeverer ſentence of 1 

death than ſuch an accuſation would expoſe 8 

him to; and therefore, that he might be made 14 

to ſuffer the moſt ignominious and painful 1 

death that could be inflicted, they were de- 1409 

ſirous of repreſenting him as a ſeditious enemy wr! 

to Ceſar's government; a charge, which would, 1 

if ending in condemnation, pave the way to the 1 Wi 
. worſt of puniſhments, ſuch as the baſeſt of ma- 10 0 
lefactors uſually underwent, that of crucifixion 5.0 

| likewiſe. For this purpoſe they agreed to carry 1 
in him before the Roman governor, as a ſtate i 
WW priſoner, who was guilty of the moſt unpar- * 450 
8 donable crime of high-treaſon, f \'| 
ler. | | 1 
ti. While they were thus deliberating about the "i 
as mode of condemnation, Judas made his ap- 1 
e WH pearance among them; for he had all along ' 
been waiting the iſſue of theſe tragical indig- v0 
£23; nities; and now finding, that they had pro- 1 
on ceeded | 5 
Ml 

4.16 


n 
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ceeded further than he at firſt ſuſpected, ever. 
to the cruelty of delivering his maſter into t 


hands of the pagan authority, he began tor 


pent of having been the inſtrument in ſuch at: 
execrable fact, thus overſtretched far beyon 
his deſign or imagination; and to expreſs bis 
repentance the more forcibly, as well as 
give ſome relief to his tormenting conſcience 


he brought back the mopey, that he had r 


ceived from them for embarking in this in 
quitous conſpiracy againſt che life of an n 
cent friend: for “ ſuch is the purchaſe 5! 
treaſon, and the reward of covetouſneſs ; it 
is cheap in its offers, momentary in its poſie!- 
ſion, unſatisfying in its fruition, uncertain in 


its ſtay, ſudden in its departure, horrid in the 


remembrance, and a ruin, a certain and mi- 
ſerable ruin in the event.” (a) 


Here was a deep repentance, as it ſhould 
ſeem, a public confeflion, and a full reſtitu- 
tion; yet all too little for one, who had done 
ſuch deſpight to the ſpirit of grace, and was now 


fallen into the hands of the living God, for hav 


ing we himſelf to do evil, The Prieſts, infos: 
fibls 


* * p — — * * * 


(8) Taylor's Life of Chriſt, ſe, 3. 


fible to thoſe infernal torments he felt within 
him, becauſe their own fires burned not yet, 

diſmiſſed him with a rough anſwer, — That he 
might look to what he had done himſelf, it 
was his own act and deed, and therefore no 
concern oi theirs; but with the money he had 
thrown down they purchaſed z ſpot of ground, 
called the Potter's field, for the interment of 
the proſelytes of the gate, unwittingly accom- 
pliſhing by this the prediction of the prophet 
Zachariab. udas, however being delivered 
over to the power of Satan, went and hanged 
himſelf; and the judgment Was made more 
lignal by an accident, unuſual at ſuch deaths; 
for being prodigiouſly ſwelled, he fell head- 
long from the tree, (42: i. 18.) burſt in ſun» 
der, and bis bowels fell out in fo wonderful a 
manner, that it was noted by all that dwelt at 
Feruſalem. Av the wickedneſs he had com- 
mitted was beyond all precedent, fo the pu- 
niſhment he ſuffered was beyond all exam- 
ple (6). 


They had now bound their willing priſoner, 
whom, if he had meant to | elcape, not all their 
1 8 armed 


() Tacbard's Ecclel. Hift, vol. I. p. 198. 
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armed forces could have ſecured : and, 
the multitude, who ſtil] continued partial 
him, ſhould endeavour to reſcue him in th. 
way, they Rurried him, as faſt as they could. 
to the Prætodium, or Judgment-hall, whic!: 
was a part of the palace of the Roman gove 
nor. The Jews, though now engaged in co: 
demning innocent blood, were yet fo ſcrupu 
lous in leſſer matters, that they would not er 
ter into the hall of a Pagan at this time, let. 
they ſhould be defiled, and thereby become 
unfit, according to the tenor of their law, ts 
eat the paſſover, as St. John expreſſes it, tha 
is, to join in the remaining ſolemnities of the 
Chagrgah (or peace- offering) conſiſting of tl. 
ſheep and oxen that were offered all the ſeven 
days of the feaſt (c), which was a materia! 
part of that feſtivity. Pontius Piiatè therefor: 
vouchſafed to come out to them to the gate of 
the palace, and underſtanding their buſineſs, 
afked them what accuſation they had to bring, 
againſt the priſoner ? They were ſtung, as 
well as perplexed, at ſuch a queſtion, and 
therefore anſwered him rather abruptly, to: 
hey ſcarcely knew what crime to fix upon 
; him, 


* ld. _ 


 — 


(e) See Whithy on Job xviii. 20. and a Appendi to 
Mark. 


JJͤĩðDVWw be 


him, that if he had not been a malefactor 
who deſerved to die, they would not have 
brought him before his tribunal, IF he be 
ſuch, ſaid Plate, then take ye him, and judge 
him zccording to your law; for he knew 
ſomething of Jeſus by report, and was proba- 
bly convinced in his own mind, that he did 
not deſerve death: but theys partly through 
fear of the people, and partly through a con- 
ſciouſneſs of the odium that would enſue, 
declined the final decifion of fo important a 
tryal, by meanly alledging, that they had loſt 
the legal power of putting any man 22. death, 
without the expreſs conſent of the Roman go- 
vernor : and, in truth, they had: for it is 
generally underſtood, that they had been de- 
prived of ſuch an authority before this time, 
though they ſtill retained the power of trying 
and condemning for crimes, which their own 


law had made — (4). In this application 


however 


* 
TO IR — 
r * 4 
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(4) It cannot be denied, but that all capital judg- 
ment, or ſentence ypon lite, had been taken from the 
Jews for above 40 years before the deſtruction of Jeru- 
ſalem, as they oftentimes themſelves confeſs, But how 
came this to paſs ? Tt is commonly received, that the Ro- 


mans, at this time the lords and makers of the Jews, had 
taken 
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however they did not mean ſo much to requeſ- 
a ratification of their own ſentence, which 
had been paſſed upon him, as a blaſphemer, 
as to procure a new ſentence of crucifixion, 
which was the Roman puniſhment, for a fe 
Gitious diſturber of Cæſar's government. 


To prove that he was ſo, they säge 1 
againſt him, that be had refuſed to give tr! 
bute unto Cæſar, tho' he had once wo: ked 
a miracle for the payment of it; and had, 
moreover, claimed the title of King, thoup! 
he had avoided the opportunity of being made 
one, To theſe accuſations Jeſus would 
turn no anſwer ; for he knew that no defence 
would avail any thing. But Pilate, willing, 
to examine a little further into this matter, 
c into the Judgment-hall, and calling 
Teſus, that he might enquire the more pri- 
vately about it, aſked him, whether he did 
really pretend to be the King of the Jews ? 
Jeſus could not relinquiſh his claim, but with»! 

declarcc.. 


. —_ _ = 


taken from all their courts a power and capacity of 
judging the capital matters,-I am apt to think thelc 
40 years might begin about half a year betore it 
death. V. Lightſqot « on John Xvill 31. and on Mat, 
XXV1, Jo # 


ND. 26 
geclar ed, that his kingdom was not of this N 75 


nor did it at all interfere with the lawful go- 


yernment of any other King. If it had been 
deſigned to be a temporal kingdom, there were 
enough who would have ſupported nim in ſuch 


2 claim; but his views were not ſecular, nor 


did he endeavour te juſtify his pretenfions by 
ſuch means. —ilate, rather ſar prized to hear 
ſuch a claim maintained by one in his circum- 
ſtances, aſked him in derifion, Art then a King 
then? Jeſus anſwered, with a becoming firm- 
neſs of mind, that in truth he was; nor could 
he ever renounce that dominion, for the ſup- 
port of which he came into the werld, 


Plate, not deſirous of entering any further 
into this matter, which related only to a ſpi- 


tereſts, left the bench, and taking Jeſus with 
him, he went out to the Chict-priefts and the 
people, who were aſſembled at the door, and 
profeſſed to them, that upon examining their 
priſoner, he could find no fault in him, and 


would not ſatisfy the vehement ſpirit of the 
rulers, but rather exaſperated them the more; 
and therefore, as they could not gain their 
point from Pilate, they contrived, by naming 
Galilee, 


ritual empire, chat did not invade Cxſiar's in- 


therefore he was willing to releaſe him. This 
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Galilee, a rebellious part of the country, as the 
ſcene of the civil commotions of which they 
plained of, to procure an order of examina- 
tion before Herod, in whoſe juriſdiction Galli. 
lee lay, who had murdered his forerunner, and 
they might flatter themſelves, that he would 
the more readily gratify their revenge in exe. 
cuting Jeſus alſo. To this Pilate willingly 
conſented ( Zerod being then at Jeruſaleim on 
account of the feaſt) hoping, by theſe means, 
to rid himſelf of the diſagreeable taſk, for his 
government did not extend fo far. But H. 
rod, inſtead of treating the matter ſeriouſty, 
after aſæing him ſome queſtions, but getting 
no anſwer, looked upon him with diſdain, as 
an inſignificant, deſpicable perſon of no can- 
ſequence ; and his guards, as if he were in- 
lane, with the {ame contemptuous ſneer, ar- 
rayed him in {ome caſt-off garment of a gor- 
geous appearance, as a mock-king, and in 
this inſolent manner ſent him again to Pate, 
without determining any thing in the matter : 
at the ſame time, however, {o well pleaſed 
the compliment, that it brought about a 
reconciliation between Herod and Pilate, who 
were ſworn enemies before, as is ſuppoſed, 
on account of the maſſacre that Pilate made 
of his ſubjects at Feruſalem, in the time of 
the 
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the paſſover, mentioned by St. Lule, chap, 
xiii. L. 


Upon this, Pilate again called the chief- 
prieſts and the rulers of the people to his gate, 
and publicly declared, that he could not, upon 


caamination, find the accuſed guilty of any of 


thoſe crimes laid to his charge, and t hat neither 
could Herod make any material « diſcovery a- 
gainſt him: but that he might, in ſome mea- 
ſure, ſatisfy their fury, he was willing to 
ſcourge him, in order to diſcourage him from 


perſiſting longer in his enthuſiaſtic claims „ And 


would then Almi him. 


This, however, would not appeaſe them, 
and therefore he had recourſe to another ex pe- 


dient, by which he hoped te ſave the life of 


one whom he clearly ſaw to be innocent, He 
had himſelf introduced a cuſtom, in order to 
gain popularity, of releaſing fome one priſoner, 
whom they ſhould pitch upon, at the paſſover, 
which was a commemoration of deliverance to 
the whole nation. At this time, there happened 
to be a moſt notorious villain, named Parahb- 
las, who had infeſted the country by his nu— 


merous robberies, had raiſed an inſurrection 


in the city, and had committed murder in the 
inſurcection, 
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inſurrection, He thought it impoſſible, 

ſo would any one, that they would ever i 
to preſerve the life of ſuch an Outrageous c. 
prit; and therefore he propoſed Jeſus with him : 
for their choice, that one of the two mig 
be releaſed, not doubting but that they won 
chuſe an innocent man, whom in their con: 
ſciences too they knew to be ſuch, before 3 
thief and a murderer.— But in this, ew ice, 
he was diſappointed ; for ſuch was the malie 
of the chief-prieſts, that they prevailed up: 
the people, cven to aſk. for the releaſe of BH. 
rabbas, rather than for that of Jeſus ; cryir- 
out, in the moſt tumultuous manner, that 
they would have him to be crucified, 


At this inſtant, a new incident aroſe, Which 
perplexed the governor ſtill! more in his mind 
for his wiſe ſent a meſſage to him, earneſt! y 
intreating him not to concern himſelf wit: 
the blood of that juſt man who was then a. 
his bar, and againſt whom the fews were fo 
maliciouſly ineenſed ; for that ine had 
then ſuffered much uneaſineſs in a 3 
which, no doubt, was providentially deſignes 
on his account; for it portended a man:- 
feſtation of his innocence. This alarmed him 
On all . and therefore he tryed 2 

ſecond 


W 


F 1069 
ſecond and a third time to gain their conſent 
to his releaſe, but in vain: they ſtill inſiſted 
upon his condemnation, and impudently re- 
peated the preſcribed mode of puniſhment that 
ſhould be inflicted upon him, the moſt igno- 
minious, as well as the mott cruel, which a hea- 
then law could deviſe, that of crucifixion; ſs 
ignominious indeed, that the Romans would 
inflict it only upon the vileſt of ſlav es; and ſo 
cruel, that St. Andrew was two whole days 
ſtretched upon the croſs ; and ſome other mar- 
tyrs, who have undergone the ſame death, 
were rather ſtarved, and devoured by birds, 


than killed by the eee agonies of the 
Tree. 


But ſtill his heart relented : the admonition 
of ſuch an extraordinary dream, and the con- 
viction of his own conſcience were not to be 
Hlenced at once; and therefore he ordered 
Jeſus to be ſcourged, hoping, by the uſual 

ſeverity of ſuch a puniſhment, to abate the 
barbarous rage of the populace, now atlength 
excited againſt him to the uttermoſt, But the 
Roman . knowing that it was their 
cruel euſtom to ſcourge che priſoners, whom 
they afterwards intended to put to death, ra- 
ther looked upon this as the prelude to. his 
1 


crucifixion; 
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on the head, ſcourging his ny at the fair 
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crucifixion; and therefore, after they had en 
ſerably torn his body with their whips, the 7 
dragged him into the common hall, with ch. 
whole band about him, who were infultive 
him as he went along; and having tripped 
him of that mock garment, in which Heroc': 
men had, in derifion, dreſſed him, they thre 
a looſe purple coat about him for a robe, ai: 


the more to ridicule his pretenſions to royz1t», 


they maliciouſly put a wreath of thorns upon ? 
his head, by way of a crown, and a recd 
his riphe hand for a ſceptre, ludicrouſly pe 
ing their homage before him with the bend 1 
knee, and ſcoflingly ſaluting him with, Has, 
King of the Jews ! all health to thee, on th 
great accefſion-day ! At the ſame time t. 
ſpit upon his face, ſtruck him on the che 
wich their hands, and that his temples mig“ 
be torn by the thorns, they took the cane © 
of his hand, and wantonly beat him with 


time with whips. 


Pilate, not conceiving but that their brut 
malice muſt now be glutted by ſo much bar 
barous treatment, brought Jefus forth age 


to the gate, with all his mock ornamen's, 


coat, reed, and thorns ; his head and fact 
| beſmear w 
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beſmeared wich the blood, that guſhed out 
from the wounds of his mangled body; and 
ſaid unto them, Behold the nian; the rucfyl, 
miſerable ſpectacle of undeſerved ſuſfering; 
behold him, and forbear! 


But ſuch a piteous object, inſtead of exci- 
ting their compaſſion, enraged them the more, 
from his pretence, in ſuch forlorn circumſtances, 


to be their King, eſpecially, as he had de- 


clared himſelf to be the ſon of God alſo, which, 
according to the ſenſe of their law, was di- 


rect blaſphemy, and therefore, in the higheſt 


degrec, capital. 


The laſt accuſation ſtruck Pilate a-freſh 
with a ſtrange mixture of reverential awe and 
aſtoniſhment, as doubting within himſelf, who 
this perſonage mightatlaſt provetobe; whether, 
according to his imbibed notions, ſome depart- 
ed Hero, or great Demi-God. He therefore 
took Jeſus back. again into the Hall, that be 
might queſtion him a little upon this head, 
which now appeared to be the moſt import- 
ant article of impeachment againſt him. He de- 
fired of him then to tell him plainly, from 
whence he ſprung, and what he meant by this 
divine original, which he thus aſſumed to him 


L 3 af. 


: 
1 * 
1 
* 
1 
c 
: 


— —ũ —_ 


— — — 


— . 2 — * — — 2 


— - * 
4 
— Lat e r — — . — —— — ä —— ron 3 ge af _ — 
3 Rnd — i _ 1 * = 


172 THE NARRATIVE. 
ſelf, But Chrift gave him no anſwer to his 
enquiry, either well knowing (for he brew what 
was in man, ) that it would be in vain to anſwer 
bim, or, that he might ſay nothing, where- 
by he might ſhew any intention to eſcape death, 
This ſurprized Pilate the more, and perhaps 
oflended him, as he told Jeſus that he could not 
but perceive his life to be in the hands of his 
judge, for that the Jewiſh power was now un- 
der the Roman controul. Jeſus calmly replied, 
that all theſe events were in the hand of God, 
and that his judge could do nothing apainſt 
him, but by divine permiſſion; it might be 
added, but by divine appointment. This the 
Jews well underſtood, for they were acquaint- 
ed with the Law and the Prophets, and not ig- 


norant of his great miracles; and therefore 


their malictous perſecution of him was the 
more inexcuſable, He himſelf could not but 
know too, that it was unjuft to condemn the 


innocent; and therefore he likewife had ſome 


conſiderable ſhare, though not fo great, as the 
others, in the common guilt, 


Still the Governor perſiſted In expreſſing his 
inclination. to releaſe him, which the Jews 
ſuſpecting to be the, caſe eagerly flew to 
their dernier reſort, that if he ſhould let this 

man 
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ara eſcape, he could not be Caeſar's faithful 
deputy or friend: and the contrivance ſue- 
eceded: for this ſurmiſe itartled and perplex- 
ed Pilate more than ever: he knew the jeaious 
temper of the old tyrant Tiberws, his matter, 
how readily he would liſten to ſuch a mifre- 
preſentation of the fact, and that he would 

_ undoubtedly puniſh him, if he ſpared a rival; 
ſo that he might be obliged to anſwer ſuch an 
i]timed lenity with his own head. Through 
fear therefore, and not from a prineiple of in- 

humanity, he at laſt yielded to their overbear- 
ing ſolicitations, and bringing Jeſus once 
more into the Hall, about fix o'clock in the | 
morning, he ſat down on the judgment ſeat, "= 


© which was then fixed in a place that was call- 
| ed the Pavement, ** on account of a beautiful 
| © piece of Moſaic work, with which the floor 
F © was adorned ;” but in the Hebrew, or ra- | ; 
| © ther in the Syriac language, it was called I 
| “ Gabbatha, becauſe it ſtood on an eminence ;” 4 
Here he intended indeed to pals ſentence upon | 
1 him, which he could not wel] avoid, becaufe of 4 
the popular clamour, but yet diicovered at the i 
| lame time, that it was aganſt his inclination {1 
| and opinion; for having now gained an ac- | 
ö E Kknowledgment from them of the ſovereign au- 


taority of Ceſar, and ſecured himſelf from any 
13 imputation 
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imputation of undermining it, to teſtify his re- 
luctance, he called for water, as Was Cuſto- 
mary both among Jews and Gentiles, and 


waſhing his hands before the awuſtitude, in to- 
ken of his own integrity of heart, he ſolemnly 


declared, that he paſſed the ſentence againſt 
conviction 3 that he looked upon himſelf, and 
would be accounted by them, as innocent ©: 


the blood of this juſt perſon ; for that he did 


not in his heart, content to his death, and 
that they muſt anſwer for the conſequences of 
inflicting it. This they were ready enough 
ro venture, if they could but gain their point, 
and impioufly cried out, in the heat of their 
unwarrantable reſentment, ** Let his blood, 
“% and all the moſt dreadſu} confequences of 


& it, reſt on us and our poſterity,” An im- 


precation, ſtrange to thought, and thocking 
10 humanity ! 


Hereupon Pilate condemned Jeſus to the 
Croſs; and as ſoon as the horrid ſentence was 
paſſed, he was delivered up to the mercileſs 
fury of the Jewiih rabble, who began imme- 
diately to ſtrip him of the purple robe in 
which the ſoldiers had dreſſed him up, and put 
his own garments on the mangled body, that 
he might the better be Known to be the ſame 
perſon 
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perſon, adding freſh inſults and indignities, 


| whilſt they led him away to the uſual place of 
execution, in order to inflict immediately the 
| ſentence which they had extorted. ; 
b Like another Iſaac, who was, in many I 
E circumftances a type of Chriſt, he carried the 1 
wood on which he was to be ſacrificed ; for | 
| they laid that part of a heavy croſs, to which 
bis arms were to be faſtened, upon his bruiſed 
| N ſhoulders, now pgalled and fore with the laſnes 1 
: | of ſcourging, and led him, in a mock-folemn 9 
k | triumph, through one of the principal ſtreets q 
„of the city, ſhouting as they went along; 7 
4 till, finding him overwhelmed by the weight, 1 
s faint with the loſs of blood, and not able to walk A 
| with ſuch a burthen as faſt as they required, 
they compelled one Simon, a Cyrenian, who 4 
s woas juſt then paſſing by, and whom they w 
| probably ſuſpected of being one of his ad- 1 
8 x mirers, if not a diſciple, to aſſiſt him in car- 1 
n rying at leaſt one end of the beam the reſt of 
as WW the way. And to make the crucifixion, igno- 
is minious enough in itſelf, ſtill more ignomi- = 
c- © nious to him, they appointed two notorious 7 
in malefactors for execution with him, put- 1 
ut | + ting him in the midſt as the arch- malefactor, 4 
+ F 
. ' 
1 
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776 THE NARRATIVE. 
that he might appear to be juſtly reckoned ths 
worit among the worſt of men, 


In the midſt of the throng, who were ga 
thered together to ſee the crucifixion, wer 


fome women, who had formerly attended hin: 


with a devout pleaſure; and now ſeeing th- 
deplorable condition of their heavenly teacher, 
they could not help exprefling their tende; 
concern for him in the most, affectionate la- 
mentations and tears, But Jeſus obſerving 
them, lifted up his bloody and disfigured 
countenance, deſiring them not to weep fot 
him, who was ſubmitting to theſe direful ſuf- 


ferings, but rather for themſelves and thei: 


children, who would quickly be involved in 
the calamitous judgements that would befa! 
this wretched people upon that account. For, 
added he, zf they do theſe things in a green tree, 
what ſhall be done in the ary? that is, if I, wha 
am an innocent ſufferer, am, by the wiſdom 
of Heaven, made ſubject to ſuch extreme 
cruclties, what may not a guilty, impenitent 


nation expect from the provoked diſpleaſure 


ef an angry God ? 


At length, paſſing through the gates of the 


city, they arrived at the Place of execution, 


which 
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which was on a riſing ground, called Gol- 


goth, or Calvary, a kind of charnel-houſe 
for the city, and the uſual place for the exe- 
cution of criminals; the very ſpot, as many 


have ſuppoſed, to which Abraham was di- 
rected for the ſacrifice of his ſon Iſaac: for it 
is a ſmall eminence upon the greater mount of 
Moriah, 


It was ſoon after nine o'clock in the morn- 
ing, when they brought Jeſus to Calvary ; 
and when all things were got ready for the 
execution, they nailed his hands and his feet, 
the moſt-linewy, and therefore the molt tender, 


parts of the body, to the croſs, on the full 


ſtretch; and then fixing the fatal tree upright 
into the ground, they crucihed him a little 
before noon, — That no one. tftance of 
barbatity might be omitted which could 
be deviſed, inſtead of the narcotic, uſually 
adminiſtered to dying criminals to ſooth 
their agonies, the ſoldiers prepared for him 
a mixture of vinegar and gall to drink; 


that they might, if poſſible, imbitter his 


laſt - moments. But when he had taſted of 
the nauſeous compoſition, he refuſed to drink 


it. Some of his friends, however, had, at 
the ſame time, provided a comfortable potion 


1 3 of 


178 THE NARRATIVE. 
of wine mingled with myrrh 3. but he ve. 
fuſed likewiſe to drink of that; for he %%, 
the pain, and wanted not to alleviate its G. 
verity by an intoxicating draught, 


This account will help us to reconcie 
the ſeeming difference between St. Mat 
thew and St. Mark concerning the poticn 
given him; St. Matthew affirming, that 
was dinegar mingled with gall, and St. Mark, 
that it was wrne mingled with myrrh; both © 
them have ſaid the truth; for it is probabi- 
that both were offered him; the latter by hz 
friends, before he was nailed to the croſ-. 
and the former by the inſulting foldiers, afte: 
he was faſtened to it (e) ! 
| On 


— 


5 * 


(e) V. Lightfoot on Mat. xxvii. 34. He ſuppoſc: 
that the words of Mark relate to the cuſtom of the 
nation, and thoſe of Matthew to the fact. The ©: 
from cuſtomary humanity, 'the other in abuſe and 
mockery. See him alſo on Luke xxiii. 36.,-—-But, ade: 
he, if you will grant a third cup then all difficulty va- 
niſheth indeed. Let the firſt be avine mingled abi. 
myrrh ; the ſecond, winegar mingled with gail; the 
third meer vinegar, which the ſoldiers gave to maic- 
factors, if they deſired to drink. But this was not 
given till he had cried out, I hint, which was ſup- 
plied from a veſſel that was always ready at the place ot 
wecution for that purpoſe, 


4 


TW N 7 
On the top of the croſs, a ſuperſcription 


was fixed, as was uſual in cafes of extraordi- 


ary puniſhment, ſignifying the crime for 
which the malefaCtor ſuffered, This is Jeſus of 
Nazareth, the king of the Fews: And that it 
might be the better undericood by all, it was 
written in the three moſt univerſal languages, 
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. The chief- 
prieſts, however, were much offended at the 
form of this ſuperſcription, as if it confirmed 


his pretenſions to that title, under which they 


diſclaimed him, and therefore defired Pilate 
to alter it, and inſtead of King of the Jews, to 
write, 7 This is HE who pretend humſeif to be 


the King of the eus. But Pilate, with ſome 
warmth of diſpleaſure at their ſpiteful demand, 


replyed, that what he had written out Rand 


as it Ws 


The firſt thing Jeſus uttered in the midſt of 


his anguith, was a benevolent petition to his 


Father, in behalf of his cruel] murtherers, 
containing the only excuſe, that could have 
been formed, for this inhuman indulgence of 
their wanton cruelty : forgive [ens for they 
know not what they do. 
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180 THE NARRATIVE. 


But whilſt be was patiently breathing out 
compaſhon in the moſt extreme torments, 
the paſſengers and the multitude were trying 
to aggravate his mifery, by throwing out the 


moſt bitter invectives with all the reviling 


ſpeeches and provoking blaſphemies they 
could invent, Some of them wagged their 
heads at him in a ſcornful manner, crying 
out, “ Ah, thou vain boaſter, who didſt once 
pretend to have power enough to deſtroy the 
Temple, and to re-build it in three days, favs 
thyſelf: and, if thou art the Son of God, 


come down from the crols, by a notable exer- 


tion of thy Godhead :''— Whilſt others again, 


in a no leſs ſcornful ſneer, upbraided him with 


their ſcoffs: - He ſaved others, iet him now 


ſave himſelf:“ if he be, what he preſumed to 


call himſelf, the king of the Jews, let him 
come down from the croſs, and we will pro- 
miſe then to believe him. Nay, even one of 


the malefactors (/) who were crucified with 


him, 


hs. 


2 


2 hn th md ASA 


() St. Matthew ſays, that both of then caft the ſame 
in bis teerh; and it is probable, as St. Chry/ofiom and 


Jerem have underſtood this paſſage, “ that both of 


em id at firſt rail on Jeſus, thinking perhaps by this 
artifics 


5 


him, an audacious hardened wretch, deiided 


him, with the like abuſive language, urging 


him, if he were indeed the Meſſiah, to ſave 


himſelf, and them too who were Ming with 
bim. 


But the other criminal, touched with 2 
ſenſe of his own fin, and by a wonderful im- 
pulſe of divine grace convinced of the inno- 


cence of their fellow-ſufferer, checked him 


with a ſerious rebuke, ** Vhat, doſt not 
thou fear God, ſeeing thou art condemn?! to 


undergo the ſame puniſhment, within a mo- 


ment too of entering into the aweful pre- 
ſence of thy Maker? and that moit juſtly, for 
we receive but the due reward of our deeds, 


VV nereas 


artifice to obtain forme help towards procuring their 


pardon 3 but. being diſappointed of their hopes, and 
hearing Jeſus praying for his crucifiers, one of them 
was thereby prevailed upon, and converted.“ Lig t- 
Foot adds, that if the penitent t thick did for a while join 
with the other in his petulant reproaches, (which ſeems 
intimated to us, Matt, xxvii. 44.) yet was h:s heart 


touched at length, and perhaps, upon his obſervation of 
that miraculous darkneſs, which at that tine covered the 


world; Lightf. on Luke xxiii. 42.,--Þut by the harmony 
12 appears that this pailed before the darkneſs came on, 
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182 THE NARRATIVE, 

whereas this man has done nothing that ap- 
pears to deſerve it.“ Then looking upon 
Teſus, .in full perſuaſion of his innocence, and 
in firm reliance on his divine authority, he 
ſaid, Lord, remember me when thou comeſt ants 
thy kingdom, For though all the world have 
abandoned thee as an impoſtor, I am per- 
ſuaded, by the gracious words which proceed 
out of thy mouth, that thou wilt reign trium- 
phant over death and the grave; therefore 
remember me, O my Lord, for this penitent 
confeſſion of thy divine nature. Jeſus kney; 
the ſincerity of his heart; and with a mix- 
ture of dignity and mercy, aſſured him, that, 
for this his faithful acknowledgement, he 
ſhould that very day be tranſlated with him 
into Paradiſe, or, into the place appointed 
for the reception of happy, departed ſouls, 
waitinz for the conſummation of their bliſs as 
the general reſurrection, 


While he was thus hanging on the croſs, 
he eſpied his mother, her ſiſter, Mary Mag- 
dalene, together with {ome other pious women, 
and his beloved diſciple St, John, ſtanding 
near the croſs, the ſad ſpectators of this dil- - 
mal tragedy, wano were expreſſing their grief 
in ſtrong crying and tears. As ſoon as he ſaw 

| his 


n 
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his mother and John ſtanding near each other, 


forgetting, as it were, his own ſufferings, he 
firſt recommended John to her affection, and 
then bequeathed his diſconſolate mother to 
John's protection, which wrought ſo power- 
fully upon both their minds, that they thence- 
forward lived together with all the cordia! 
tenderneſs and affection of pareat and child, 


At noon began an amazing ſupernatural 
darkneſs, which laſted for three hours, over 


all the land of Judea, ſo great that the ſtars 


appeared ; and the more remarkable, becauſe 
it could not be occaſioned by an eclipſe, as 
the moon was then at the full, and therefore 
on the oppoſite hde of the hemiſphere to the 
ſun, But ſo terrifying was the fight, and all 
things in ſuch horror and confuſion, that the 
hearts of his very perſecutors began to relent, 
and inſtead of perſiſting in their former in- 


ſults, they Rood in a fearful amazement at 
what might be the iſſue of the whole, 


During the whole time of the darkneſs our 
Lord remained languiſhing under his agonies 
in patient ſilence. But at the ninth hour, or 
at three o'clock in the afternoon, when the 


darkneis ceaſed, he burſt out into a complaint, 


in 
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194. THE NARRATIVE. 

in the prophetic ſtrain of the Pſalmiſt, Elz, 
Eloi, lama ſabatihani? My God, my God, wi; 
haft thou forſaken me? Whereupon one of the 
ſoldiers, hearing the ſound of Eli, or £1, 
but not quite underſtanding the import of it, 


| becauſe it was ſpoken partly in the Syriac 


dialect, and partly in the Chaldee (g), ſup- 
poſed, perhaps ſcornfully, that he was 


calling for Elias to aſſiſt him in his laſt dif- 


treis, from a common opinion of Flas“ 
coming to comfort and fuccour thoſe who 
were in diftreſs or perplexity; and hear. 


ing him, immediately after this, crying out, 


as if he were parched with drought, the 


uſual effect of ſuch a lingering death, I thir/?, 


dipped a ſponge into the veſſel of vinegar, 
which flood there, and putting it round a 


ſtalk of hy ſſop, faſtened to a reed or cane, 


offered it to him to drink, Others however 
were for letting this alone, that they might 
wait to ſee whether Elias, whom they inſult- 


ingly ſuppoſed he called in vain to his help, 


would come and take him down from the 
croſs, that he might ſave his life, But as 
ſoon. 


3 


(s) See Lightfoot on Matt, XXvite 49, and on 
Mark xv. 34» 


wo 


OE 


833 


9 
8 . 


F 185 
ſoon as Jeſus had taſted the vinegar, he felt 
the pangs of death upon him, and knowing 
that every prophecy concerning him was now 
fulfilled, and the great work of man's redemp- 
tion accompliſhed, he ſaid, /f is fnihed, Then 
with another ſtrong cry, recommending his 
foul into the hands of his father, he bowed his 
head, and gave up the ghoſt. 


This Pate of the ſeveral: tranſactions, be- 
fore and after the darkneſs, will obviate an 
objection, which has been more than once in- 
ſidiouſly ſuggeſted againſt this part of the hif. 
tory, and remove the diffculties that might 
be raiſed, againſt the anſwer of a celebrated 
apologiſt to it: for when former cavillers ob- 
ject, that if the darkneſs were ſo intenſe as it 
is repreſented, our Saviour could not have dif- 
tinguiſhed his mother and John, nor could 
the ſoldiers ſo eaſily have found the hyflop and 
fponge and vinegar which they offered to him ; 
and when the latter advocate for chriſtianity 
anſwers, that the darkneſs might not be ſo 


great, but that the people about the croſs 


might be feen and known, and that Jeſus 
ſpoke to his mother and the beloved diſciple 
during the continuance of it z it is cvident 

(} 
that 
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that both have miſtaken the true ſtate of th 
caſe : had they conſulted the harmony ot 
the Evangeliſts, they would have found, tha: 
Jeſus recommended his mother and the beloved 
diſciple to each other, before the darkneſ: 
came on, and that the vinegar was not offen- 
ed, till it was over, but that during the dark 
neſs, which was doubtleſs very great and ter- 
rifying, nothing was either ſaid or done, for 
Jeſus continued that whole time filent and 
paſſive. 8 5 


Immediately upon his expiring, a ſtill mor- 
 aweful ſcene appeared; for a dreadful earth 
quake enſued, which ſplit the rocks aſunder, 
and opened the graves, ſo that the bodies v! 
feveral who were buried there aroſe and went 
into Jeruſalem, where they were openly ſeen, 
and known by many; and, to complete the 
whole, which was, if poſſible, the moſt ſur- 
prizing event of all, at leaſt to the Jews, the 
veil of the temple, which ſeparated the holy 
from the moſt holy place and concealed the 
ſacred Moſaic myſteries from the eyes of the 
people, was rent in two from the top to tne 
bottom. | 


Theſ⸗ 
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Theſe amazing prodigies, which attended 
his death, had ſuch an effect upon the Roman 
Centurion, who guarded the execution, that 
with a full conviction of mind, he profeſſed 
his belief in the perfect innocence of the mar- 
tyred Jeſus, and could not but acknowledge 
him to be the ſon of God, or the true Meſſias, 
of whom he had heard ſo many and great 
things ſpoken by the Jews. The ſoldiers too, 
who were placed there with the Centurion, 
Joined with him in the ſame confeſſion of 
faith; and all the multitude, who were ga- 
thered together upon this extraordinary occa- 
lion, were truck with ſuch amazement and 
conſternation, that they ſmote their breaſts for 
forrow, or concern, for what they had done, 
and returned home, dreading the moſt alarm- 
ing conſequences, 


It was on Friday about three o'clock in 
the afternoon when our Saviour died, which. 
was the preparation-day ( for the paſchal 
feſtival, 


(5) So called, either becauſe they prepared them 
Alves for the ſabbath. or rather, becauſe they prepared 


proviſions to be eaten on the fabbath, V. Lightfeo! om 
Mark xv. ver. 4% 
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of certain death, (i) 


is THE NARRATIVE. 
feſtival, then falling upon the Jewiſh ſabba:+, 
and obſerved with great ſolemnity as a hig“ 
day. That it might not be profaned thereto: 
by the dead bodies hanging upon the croſs - 
night, in expreſs contradiction to the Jaw. 
(Deut. xxi. ver. 22, 23.) the Jews requeſte:. 
Pilate, that he would give orders to the ſoldie , 
who were ſtill attending, that the legs of the 
ſufferers might be broken, for their more eftc« ._ 
tual diſpatch if they were not vet quite dead, a 
their bodies taken down, Io purſuance of thei: 


orders, the {oldiers broke tha legs, as was cu 


tomary, of the two malcfactor?- who wer 
crucihed with Jeſus : but when they came tn 
him, and found that he was dead already, they 
would not break his legs, but inſtead of this, 
influenced unknowingly by an impulſe, whic:: 
confirmed the truth of the prophecies concern- 
ing him, one of them, from mere wanton- 
naſs, pierced his ſide with a ſpear, and out at 
the wound iſſued. a great quantity. of blood, 
and water mingled with it; the ſure token 
of the heart being wounded, and therefure 


Among 
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(i) He pierced the pericardium and heart, inſomuch 
wat there came out the ſerum, or lymph, or thin wa- 
| | * 8 
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Among the reſt of Jeſus's admirers, there 
Was one, named Joſeph, a rich man of /ri- 
ꝛnathea, or Ramoth, and probably one of the 
T-with council, who had not given his con- 
currence with them in condemning him: 
he went to Pilate, and begged leave to 
take down the body of Jeſus, that he might 
bury it. I'bis he eafily obtained; and the 
body being accordingly delivered to him, he, 


for the preſent, wrapped it up in fine linen 

cloths, which he had provided for that pur- 

poſe, At the ſame time, Nicodemus, the 
- Ah who had formerly held a private con- 
n ference with Jeſus by night, out of great re- 
y 128 for his deceaſed Lord, brought a mixture 
* of myrrh and aloes, with other ſpices and per- 
* fumes, that he might embalm his body, ac- 
x | cording to the eue of the Jews, before 
5 they buried their much-eſteemed friends. 
d, Not far from che place of execution, Joſeph 
en had a garden, wherein he had lately hewn a 
re ſepulchre 
ng i 255 i f 
— tery part, as wel! as the coagulated blood, which was 
MM luficient to put_his death out of all difpute,- Perſon's 
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ſepulchre out of a rock for his own interment, 
After they had therefore embalmed their Sa- 
viour's body, and wound it up cloſe in the 
linen cloths, they buried it in this new tomb. 
and cloſing the mouth of the tomb with a large 


Kone, there they left it, and departed, 


SECT. 
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THE REFLECTIONS. 
\HIS fey is a day of trouble and of re- 


buke, and blaſphemy; but it is the 
8 and important day of man's redemption, 


begun in the ſufferings, and ſealed with the 


blood, of the Saviour, Let us ſtand ſtill, and 
conſider this wonderful work of God. de» 
hold the Redeemer of the world, who came 
to give life, under the reproachful ſentence of 
death! behold him arraigned at the bar as a 


malefactor, whoſe innocence alone could attone 


for the guilt of his accuſers | behold him con- 
demned, that we might be acquitted Much 
could it avail his perſecutors, to be ſcrupu- 


louſly nice about the defilement, which they 


might contract by entering into the houſe of a 
heathen, whilſt they harboured worſe than 
the worſt of all heatheniſh defilements in 
their own malicious breaſts. The ſame feet 


which made haſte to ſhed blood, muſt not 


tread 
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tread upon the threſhold of an impure houſe; 
the feet of thoſe men who were themſelves full 
of impurity, What is this, but to ſtrain at a 
gnat, and to ſwallow a camel ? or, what. i; 
this, but to make clean the outſide of the cup 
and platter, while their inward part is full of 
all uncleanneſs ? But ſuch is the ſtate of their 
deceitful hearts, who pretend to be very exact 

in the appendages of religion, while they 
fcruple not to negle& the eſſentials of duty: 
.nay, theſe very appendages may be thus made 
ſubſervient to the contempt of eſſentials; for 
men may be found, who deſire only to make a 
fair ſhew in the fleſh, while they conceive the 
moſt abominable purpoſes in the heart, 


Not that ceremoniais are therefore to be 
aboliſhed ; for they may aſſiſt the ſpirit of de- 
votion, and contribute not a little to the de- 
ceney of it: but when they are reſted in ſo 
far as to exclude internal ſanctity, or to 
diſguiſe the want of it, they make ſuch a pro- 
feſſion of religious duty to beceme vain, and 
may deſtroy the ſubſtance, while they ſupport 
the ſhadow, of piety, In the preſent caſe, it 
was more likely, that the preſence of thefe 
monſters in iniquity, who came upon fo vit- 
Jainous an errand, ſhould defile the walls. of 

Pilate, 
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Pilate, than that thoſe walls ſhould defile. 
them, If they had nothing more than this 
upon their conſciences, they might have gone 
from thence, and eaten the pailover with quiet 
minds. 


e 
i 6 5 . — 
ELIT 8 . s wt : 
%! o 
. < 
* 3 — — es, = £2 : * 
1 — * * 
By - 4 
_ + —_—_— 
: — — 


S 


But their undertaking was too baſe even 
for an heathen to join in, without ſome mif- 
givings of heart, I ho' the whole Jewiſh prieſt- 
hood had ſigned the conviction, he would not 
condemn without examination. After exami- 
nation, he thrice proclaimed the arraigned 
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guiltleis. Had he perfiſted in this reſolute con- bY. 
duct to the laſt, he had waited his hands in in- 34 
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nocency: but at laſt he paſſes ſentence upon 
the priſoner, whom he acquits, and with the 
ſame breath declaredly finds nothing in him 
capitally criminal, yet dooms him to the death 
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of a malefactor.— How often do they begin 1 
well, who have not refolution to go on! how 19 
much oftener do the conſcience and the tongue 1 
vary from each other! we call him Lord, and 4.5 
yet contemn his words; we call him Maſter, 1. 


and yet diſobey his commands: were we true 
to his ſervice, neither the importunity of 
friends, nor the reproaches of enemies, Would 
prevail upon us t deſert it. 


K. But. 
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But it is ſuggeſted too ſtrongly, that if Pl. 
late ſhould let this man go unpunithed, he 
could not be Cæſar's friend, though he bore 
his commiſſion. What a.tumult does this 
ſingle ſuggelition raiſe in the breaſt of this am- 
bitious, time-ſcrving hypocrite ! . conſcience 
urges him to ſpare the life of an innocent man; 
populac applauſe commands the condemnation 
of him, though innocent, —— When worldly 
intereſt {ſtruggles with a good. inclination, it is 
eaſy to.toreſee how the competition will end: 
Conviction is ſilenced, and admonition has ng 
influence: we yield ourſelves captives to the 
ſubtle inſinuation, and fall victims to the idol! 
whom we mean to adore, 


If any admonition could prevail againſt ſuch 
a powerful motive, the teſtimony which the 
wifeot Pilatebore, by her dream, to thepriſoner, | 
witnefling for him that he was a juit man, muſt 
have proyed a ſufficient warning. How merciful 
are the. cheeks of Providence, which would 
ſtop us in the ſinful career | conveyed it may 
be, through faithful friends, or by the fill 
more faithful ſuggeſtions of conſcience : and 
it is our duty to hearken to them; for 
however we may make light of theſe divine 
admonitions, when they are given as Warn- 
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ps againſt ſin, the time will come, that we 
{hall not be able ſo eaſily to flight them, when 
they are recollected as aggravations of it, 


But let us not loſe ſight of the bleeding, 
the diſguiſed, the mangled jeſus, He 1s 
brought forth by this cautious judge to the 
gate of his palace, ae a ſpectacle of compar. 
fion mingled with contempt ; for both, it is 
to be ſuſpected, were included in that ambi- 
guous appeal to the people, Benold the man 
Is this poor deſpicable object ever likely to 
wreſt the ſceptre out of Cæſar's hands? or,-is 
not your cruelty yet ſufficiently glutted at the 
ſight of ſuch a miſerable forlorn ſufferer f— 
Behold the man indeed! The day will come, 
when ye ſhall behold him with other feelings, 
and in another form. How will theſe his per- 
ſecutors be amazed to ſee that head, which 
they had inſolently ornamented with a crown 
of thorns, ſurrounded with the heavenly 


glory? How will the ſcornful of our days 


be ſurprized to hear the praiſes of the ſaints 
filling thoſe ears which now tingled with 
Iudicrous reproaches? How will the hypo- 
critical worſhippers of all ages tremble at ſee- 
ing every knee in heaven and carth bowing 
in aweful adoration, before him, to how 

K 2 they 
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they had accuſtomed themſelves to bend the 
knee but in ſolemn mockery :? f | 


Inftead of Hehold the man! let us cry out, 
Bevold the Lamb of G, For he is now led as 

a Jamb to the ſlaughter, not with the com- 

ion decency ſhewn even to a malefactor, but 
with greater indignity, and leſs feeling, than 
ever was ſhewn to the worſt of malefactors. 
Their unhappy fate is ſeldom viewed without 
ſome expreſſion of compaſſion, Whether they 
may deſerve it, or not; but the innocent 
Jeſus is reviled, as he gocs along, with 
even taunting reproach that migbt diſturb 
or diſcompoſe his mind. The burthen of 
his croſs was enough of itſelf to exhauſt 
his dryoping ſpirits; but what was this to the 
burthen of the ſins of all mankind, that, like 
the legal ſcape-goat, was laid upon him! 
This may teach us at leaſt to ſubmit to the 
ordinary croſſes of life with a ſilent patience, 
and to the virulent calumnies of malicious 
tongues with meekneſs. We cannot ſufter 
ſo unjuſtly, or ſo bitterly, as our Redeemer 
did, We may receive but the due reward of 
our deeds, Inſtead of murmuring or repining 
at this, let us be admoniſhed to foriake the 
Ls; that have deferyed it. While we con- 
py | demn 


VT 13 
demn the cruelty of the Jews, let us not ad: 
an increaſe of our own. Let us forbear to 


throw upon his memory that contempt, which 


they had conceived for his perſon ; and, above 
all, let us not, by repeated neglect of his 
commands, put him again to an open ſhame. 


He was numbered with the tranſgteſſors; 
but in the midſt of this diſgrace, the glory of 
bis divinity ſnone through th je vel of humility, | 
and that bright enough to ſtrike forcibly on 
ne hitherto benumbed ſenſes of an old 
offender, from whom it drew a confeſlion, 
and with that a ſupplication in behalf of his 
departing {oul, which might well have become 
the beſt diſciple of the chriſtian ſchool. The 
gracious anſwer made to it could not but con- 
rm the faith, which a ſudden illumination; 
not to be accounted ſor irom ordinary cauſes, 
had ſuggeſted. For by this the Almighty Suf- 
ſecer declared, that although he was undergoing 
miſery as a man, yet he was able to relieve 


others from it as a God, and that whilſt he 


was dying on the croſs as the ſon of Adam, 


he could diſpoſe of Paradiſe as the fon of 


God. 
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But let not this extraordinary inſtance of 
the penitent thief be drawn into an encourage- 
ment to-the wilfully obſtinate to put off their 
repentance, it may be, to a dying hour, It 
is more than probable, that this dying cri- 
minal had never before heard of Chriſt, 
or his Goſpel; (St. Chryſeſlom and St. 
Ferom have conjectured, that he had been 
prepoſſeſſed againſt Chriſt as an impoſtor); or 
if he had, yet he now recognizes him as the 
king of glory, in che loweſt ſtate of humi- 
liation that can well be conceived; and in 
the agonics of death, as the Lord of life. This 
is ſo far from making him a late penitent, that 
it gives him the merit of an early convert; 
for his heart was open to the firſt impreſſions 
of grace, and he wanted not ſo much the in- 
clination as the opportunity of being brought 
before over to the truth (4). 


But they who from hence, upon preſume 
ſuch a ſudden change of their hearts, at the 
point of death, as they could never be 
prevailed upon to attempt, during the 
whole cour e of their lives, have made that 

| | | hops 
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hope in infinite goodneſs, which ſhould have 
led them the ſooner to repentance, the chief 
ground of their provocations againſt it, and 
inſtead of placing a religious eonfidence in the 
God of mercy, have bidden open defiance to 
the God of juſtice —The thief acknowledged 
this King of glory on the croſs ; theſc, men 
diſown bim vpon the throne, Can ſuch an 
habitual indulgence, ſuch a profligate zeal in 
the. ſervice of-{in, hope for -pardon ? Bur vet 
this ſingular example will, teach us one com- 
fortable leſion; that repentance, when earneſt, 
is. never too late, provided always that it be 
the genuine effect of conviction, not the 
haſty production of fear. 


If a malefactor in the agonics of death could, 


on the other hand, be ſo hardened as to chal- 


lenge from Jeſus a reſcue, that hemight ſatis- 
fy him and others with a confirmation of his 
pretenſions to the Meſſiahſhip, itis no wonder 
that the by-ſtanders ſhould call out for a proof 
of the ſame claim, by a deſcentfrom the croſs,for 
their conviction. But what ſhall! we ſay then? 
Mall we join in the cry, come down, thou ſufferer, 
from the croſs and we will believe? Nay, but rather, 
if thou hadſt been provoked by theſe inſolens 
ſcoffs to come down from the.croſs, to what 

K 4 purpoſe 
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200 THE REFLECTIONS, 
purpoſe ſhould we believe? for what had then 
become cf us, and the work of our redemp- 
tion.? Nay, but, O Saviour, forgive them, 
for they know not what they ſay, Happy is 
it for us, that thou wouldſt not ſave thy- 
ieif from the ſufferings of the croſs ; bur 
wouldſt rather die there to ſave others, And 
yet not till with the laſt bitter potion, were 
thy ſuFerings ended. It was then, and not 
till then, that thou couldſt declare, with 
thy dying breath, it is finiſhed, The counſet 
of God was then fulfilled; the prophecies 
were accompliſhed; the obligation of the law 
Was aboli! hs and man's redernption Was 
completed. Nothing then remained but 2 
voluntary reſignation of thine innocent ſoul 
into the hands of thine eternal father; a 
bowing of the head for the aſftumption of an 
incorruptible erown; and a peaceable yielding 

up the ghoit, for an entrance into reſt, 
triumph, and glory. Lord! enable us to 
follow thee now, that we may be qualified to 
follow thee hereafter | 


But call back your thoughts a little, and 
imagine, that you ſaw yonr Redeemer hang= 
ing on the croſs. J it nothing to you, all ye 
that paſs by? Can you look upon him with- 
8 out 
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out concern, or without great ſcarchings of 
heart? Are your hearts as adamant, and 
your eves as marble, that you will not beitow 
upon him one compaſlionate ſigh or tear? — 
But hear what the dying innocent will ſay 
unto you from thence, and then refrain if you 
can. Weep not for me, but for yourſelves ; 
for your own fins, which have occaſionedethis 
ſuffering, not for the ſorrow of me, who endure 
it. I hoſe fins have nailed me to the croſs, and 
ſhed my blood; yet what are all theſe bruiſes 
or wounds, in compariſon of what I feel be- 


ſides? I feel the wrath of God, and all the 


vengeance due to you for them. You know 
the price of fin, that nothing lefs than 
my death could atone for it; can vou till 
take pleaſure in it? You conderan the ma- 
lice of the Jews, the treachery of Judas, the 
injuſtice of Pilate, and the barbarity of the 


ſoldiers: yet you can riot in debaucheries, 
ſcoff at every thing religious, blaſpheme my 


3ame, and caſt my words behind you, Is not 
' this to crucify me afreſh, and put me, to an 
open thame? Is this the recompence you 
make to infinite love, to renew and redouble, 


by your daily tranlgreſſions, my ignominy 


and pains? Every one of your fins is a thorn, . 


a nail, and a ſpear to me, But turn and 
. believe, 


— 
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202 THE REFLECTIONS, 
believe, and look with an eye of faith on him; 
whom you have pierced, I have overcome 
the bitterneſs of death; in your patience 
poſſeis ye your fouls, and in comfort. There. 
is not one of your fins, for which, if ſincerely 
repented of, I have not atoned. Strive only, and 
ſuffer, as the captain of your ſalvation has ſet. 
you an example, and your crown 1s ready. 
Your day of deliverance ſhall come: your. 
redemption is near : your ſorrows ſhall have. 
an end; your joys ſhall not: your pains ſhall 
ſoon be finiſhed ;. your glory ſhall be finiſhed. 
too, but never end, —T hus thou ſpeakeſt unto 
us, O Lord, in thy holy word; may thy ſer- 
1 vants hear and fear, and do no more preſump- 
uouſſy! f 


THE 


EX HO RTAT ION. 


a ny e 
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B ES EE CH: you, brethren, ſuffer the werd 

of exlortation; you have ſeen in what man- 
ner your Lord and Saviour paſſed the week com- 
priſing the termination of his life, to him, a 
melancholy, to yourſelves, an interefting event, 


for your ſalvation depended upon it. Judge of 


yourſelves then, what oupht to be the em- 
ployment of your thoughts, during the time 
of theſe important tranſactions. Common de- 
cency has forbidden the continuance of all the 


public diverſions. for this week; and what 


does this ſuggeſt to you, but that the ſame 
motive alone might reſtrain your uſual enter- 
tainments in private ? Be they, in themſelves, 
ever ſo innocent, you know that they would 
profane the ſabbath; and why may not the 
ſolemnity of this ſeaſon change their nature as 
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much? But one week in the year, is re- 
quired, for ſuch a ſelf-denial (unleſs you 
would be perſuaded, after the example of your 
fore-fathers, that it would be as decent during 
the whole ſeaſon of Lent) though a total diſ- 
ſipation is at all times dangerous at leaſt, if 
not criminal. Surely, you will not think it a 
hard or unreaſonable ſervice, to dedicate fo 
ſmall a portion of your time to the remem- 
brance of your ſuffering maſter, who deſerves, 
for what he then underwent for your ſakes, 
the conſecration of your whole lives, 


Had a common friend offered to underge 
lome ſevere treatment, and at Jaſt to lay down 
his own life, in order to reſcue from de- 
{traction yours, would you not remember the 
kindneſs of your devoted ſubſtitute with the 
moſt grateſul ſentiments, and recollect, at 


leaſt, the annual return of his ſuffering hours 


with ſome .tender feelings? But what is the 
raoſt that the beſt and greateſt friend can do 
or ſuffer for the preſervation of your periſhing 
life, in compariſon of what your Redeemer 
did and ſuffered for the purchaſe of your eter- 
nal life and ſalvation ? 


If you aſk me in what manner I would have 
yeu obſerve the week? J anſwer, in a more 
| than 
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than ordinary ſecluſion from the amuſements 
or diverſions that fill up the vacant ſpaces of 
your other time, in a daily attendance upon 
the public ſervice of the church, if that does 
not interfere too much with the duties of your 
daily calling; and in that, which cannot inter- 
fere with * 3 devout meditation on the 
important ſubjects of it in private, The time, 
and the circumſtances of it, call upon you to 
be ſerious; they will, 3 if you conſider them at 
all, ſcarcely allow you to be otherwiſe, What 
an egregious inſenſt ibility then, nay worſe, 
V hat a Contemptugus abule does it diſcover of 
the greateſt bleſſing, that was ever deſigned 
for the whole race of mankind, to indulge ſuch 
an uninterrupted levity of thought and man- 
ners, as turns the grace of God into wanton- 
neſs, and the means of grace into ſcorn ? 


Our pious fore- fathers undoubtedly meant 
to diſtinguiſh this week by a truly religious 
ſolemniration, When they aprointed the ad- 
ditional ſervice of the church, which is or- 
dered for every reipective day of it, They 
entertained within themfelve:, and recom- 
mended to their poſterity, the mot awful ideas 
of that e which was now offere 
Jor the iins £ of the whole world; and theſe, 


they 
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they well underſtood, could not be ſo proper- 
ly. expreſſed, as by repeated acknowledgments 
of the invaluable benefits, which the. ſuffer- 
ings of the Lamb of God procured. Theſe 
are ſurcly the beſt means that could well be 
deviſed, to cheriſh in our hearts a due ſenſe 
of. the. mercies, which could not otherwiſe 
have been inſured, and of the pardon of our 
numberleſs offences, which could not other» 


Wiſe have been granted. 


We do not preſume to ſay, that no other 
method could have bcen contrived by infinite 


wiſdom for the remiſſion of ins, betides the ſuf- 


ferings and death of his beloved ſon ; but fince 
he has thought fit to preſcribe this, ſhall we 
ſhew ourſelves as little affected by it, or as 
much devoted to buſineſs or pleaſure, during the 
few days that he was undergoing the ſevereſt 
hardſhips of body and ſoul for our fakes, as if 

we had no concern in the good effect of them ? 


Will you call this conſiſtent? Is it even de- 
cent? It is ungrateful, 


Conſider, I befeech you, do. you not wil 
lingly comply with the injunctions of autho— 
rity in obſerving, with a due ſolemnity, thoſe 
days of humiliation and faſting, which are 

wiſely 
+ 
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wiſely inſtituted to avert, by our ſupplications. 


and prayers, thoſe temporal judgments, which 
the offended Majeſty of Heaven may inflict for 
our national fins or defects; and will you 
_ paſs by unnoticed, as if claiming no re- 
gard, thoſe days of penitential obſervance, 
which the ſame authority has piouſly preſerib- 
ed for our eſcape from thoſe eternal judg- 
ments, to which, without a Mediator, we 
muſt have been expeſed, and, cven with a Me- 


diator, may be expoſed again, by a repetition. 


of former negligences, or an omiſſion of re- 
DENTance tor them? Shall We Mew no vene- 


ration, no gratitude for the great atonement, 


that has recovered to our devoted ſouls the 


ineſtimable bleſſing of immortal life, which. 


we had juſtly forfeited ? 


Ic is ſurely a fair opportunity put into our. 
hands of examining into the ſtate of our ſculs,, 
of bewailing and lamenting the wreichedneſs. 


into which we have brought ourfclves, of poſ- 


ſeliing our minds with a becoming ſenſe, of 


that juſtice of God which might have con- 
demned us for wer, and of that mercy 
of God, which has graciouſly preſerved us 
from deſtruction; and, in conſequence of this, 
of adoring, the infinite goodneſs of a provoked 
Creator for having provided ſuch a ſacrifice, 
ang 
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and the infinite loving- kindneſs of the Redeemer 
for having offered himſelf a facrifice, that he 
might reconcile heaven and earth together, 
expiate the guilt of ſinful mortals, reſtore 
them to loſt favor, and eſtabliſh their ever- 
laſting peace, 


Theſe are the ſubjects of meditation, which 
will become us at all times, but more eſpe- 
cially at this time, when we are called, as it 
were, into the houſe of mourning. © Then is 
© the proper time to ſet upon repenting of 
„ our manifold fins and offences; for the 
& mi id is humbled and brought low: then is 
« the heart ſoftened, and made more ſuſcep- 
ce tible of impreſſions, then is the memory 
& more diſtinct and faithful: then is the con- 
« ſcience more awakened and diſturbed : and 
de then more apprehenſive of its danger: all 
* which are natural diſpoſitions to repent- 
& ance. 


« But, leſt our fondneſs and ſelf- love, to- 
& gether. with the liſtleſineſs to enter upon 
* any thing we apprehend uneaſy, which 
© molt of us bear about us, ſhould hinder or 
* delay too long our undertaking that moſt 

yi e neceſſary 


4 
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neceſſary work of conlideration, recollec- 
tion and repentance, our Church itſelf 
hath ſet apart and conſecrated a time and 
ſeaſon proper for ſuch purpoſe; and hath 
prudentially preſcribed to all her children 


17 7 Aar A talk; ? : ana. 
meditation, prayer and faſting, as the means 


and method of attaining that good end, 
which all of us pretend to aſpire after. Sne 


hath erected, as it were, tnis temporary 


houſe of mourning Z, Wherein the would 


oblige us 7; nid 80 enter 2 and to do tho 12 
good wor! - the ſcars would not be done 
without 1 Ih making tne heart wiſer and 
better * the Calli: 18 to mind our paſt 02 


fences; the ſeriouſly b ewailing and repent- 
ing of them; aſking of God, with all hu- 


ility, his Pardon and forgiveneſs; pur- 
poſin 18 4 edfaſtly 10 lead QA ne and better 
life; to follow the commands of God; and 


from thencetorth to walk according to his 


Will, Theſe are the reſolutions ſy the 


* works ſhe would have us entertain Quriclyvcs 


withal, hi5 aber ſeaſon 


For theſe purpoſes, as well as for the 
ſake of the example of our Lord, the num- 
ber of forty days was certainly pitched 

upon 
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upon, and placed at this ſeaſon, before his: 
reſurrection, to take in the time of his 
death and ſufferings, that thoſe might be 
the eſpecial ſubjects of our meditation. Not 
that we ſhould ſpend that time in vain and 


fruitleſs ſorrows for thoſe wounds and 
ſtripes, by which our ſouls are healed, 


and for that death, by which we are re- 
deemed from miſery (for we had - mourned 


without reaſon, had they not been under- 
gone) but that we ſhould reflect in earneſt” 


on the occaſron and neceſſity our ſins had 
made of ſuch a ſacrifice ;. and learn to ab- 
hor ourſelves in ſackcloth and aſhes.— One 
cannot be inſenſible at the recital and re- 
membrance of bis perſonal ſufferings.— 
The mourning we are called to is a ſerious 


and compoſed frame of mind, with which 


we are to enter into the diſquiſition how 
we have paſſed the time of our ſojourning” 
here: — and to cenſider withal, thoſe 


amazing methods God hath taken to cover” 
us from his wrathy and free us from the». 


dreadſul conſequences of it: the ſending = 


'Chriit into the world to live for our exam 
ple and inſtruction, and to die a painfu!“ 


. our for our redemption 5 ; ta offer up upons 
66 then 
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the croſs an all- ſufficient ſacrifice, to fe- 
concile us to the father; to make atone- 


ment and obtain forgiveneſs for all the ins 


we {hall truly repent of and leave; and, 
when this world is at an end, to raiſe our 
bodies from the duſt, 1s heretofore he did 
his own, and re-unite them to their fouls, 


never to be again divided, but live in ever. 


laſting hanninef in Mears 


Theſe are the ſubrects, that the wiſdom 

to fix our thoughts 

upon, at this particular ſeaſo n, in order to 
7 Pa: 


(to 
1 {2 \ 
w 

S US 


the making the heart wiſer and better. And 


that we might attend more freely to theſe 
matters, the advnes ab/inence, and a pru- 
dent retrenchment of all thoſe ſuperfluities, 
that minifter to luxury, more than neceſ- 
ſity : by which the buſy ſpirits are com- 


poſed and quieted ; the looſe and ſcattered 


thoughts are reeollected, and brought home; 


and ſuch a ſcrious fober frame of mind put: 


on, that we think with leſs diſtraction, 
remember more exactly, pray with more 
fervency, repent more earneſtly, and reſolve 
with more deliberation on amendment, 
Theſe are. the beneficial fruits and effects 


6 
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i % of a reaſonable, well-grounded abſtinence, 
IF 52 Us rh one may find by their experi- 
eee (1) 

1 

1 


But above all I would recommend a more 
than ordinary ſtrict obſervance of that ſolemn. 
day, on which our Saviour died upon the croſs, 
1 commonly called Goop -#riDay, and fo 
' called from thoſc peakable good things, 
| which were purchaied for us by: the death of 
i - the bleſſed Jeſus. (n We are told by a very 
| pious writer (Mr, Ven) that in the year. 
1710, authority did worthily require this day 
NF to be obſerved as a 127 of ꝗcvotion, ſe- 
1 queſtered from all worldly buſineſs: and that 
dl N | accordingly it was religioall bſerved through- 


Wl out the whole city of London, by ſhutting up 
5 of ſhops, and by attending the public aflem- 
5 a 


blies. (n) Pity it is, and a ſhame too, that 
we have, in our days, fallen ſo m i ſhort of 
this truly chriſtian reverence for ſo ſolemn, 
ſo great, ſo important a day. 


It were 
much 


Y Fleetwwood's works, p. 711-16. 
(n Whently on the Com. Prayer, Good - Friday. 
(un) Comp. to Feſt, and Falts, p. 484. 
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much to be withed, that not only the primi- 
tive diſcipline of the Church ſhould be revived, 
but that it ſhould be every where eſtabliſhed, 
as a cuſtom, that the moſt boly ſervice of = 
ere, the bleſſed ſacrament of the Lord's 
ſupper, ſhould be adminiſtered on this day: 
for as = is a devout commemoration of the 
van” and {u; Kevin's of the true paſchal lamb, 
he Redeemer of the wor!” can never with 
ohh er propriety be folemnizec, than on that 
very day, on which the eres meant to 
be repreſented in ibis ſervice, was really: of- 
fered, as an atonement for thoſe fins, which 
we then profetis. to lament and abhor; and 
on which we are publicly declaring a thankful 
acknowled eat the incitimable bleflings 
purchaſed. us % 213 ignominious death. 

If we will weigh and conſider the! things 
as We QUEST," 72 18 40 be Hope d, that we ſhall 
ce by God's grace return to a better mind: 
% for the obtaininy of which, we ſhall not 
& ceaſe to make our humble petitions unto 
„ Almighty God our heavenly Father,” 
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A. | KE Y to the NEW TE s TAM EN TN; giving 
A an Accoupt of the ſeveral Books, their 
Contents, their Authors, .and of the Times, Places 
and Occaſions, en Which they were reſpectively 
ritten. 5 | | 
By THOMAS PERCY, D. D. 
Dean of CARLISL?, 
That this little Manual may be of fn Uſe, 
c eſpecially fot the Youth of bo h Sexes, I am en- 
c couraged to hope from the candid Recep! ion it 
| has met with in our Univerſities; where ſome of 
the Jators have adopted it as a proper Compen- 
dium, to be put into the Hande of the younger 
« Students, at their Entrance on a Covrſe of ſacred 
4e Literature. Hedication. Price 28. od. 


II. Diſcourſes on various Subjects. By William 
Samuel Powell, D. D. late A:chdeacen of Colchef. 
ter, and Maſter of St. John's College, 8 
Publiſhed by Thomas Balguy, D. D. Price. 


III. Biſhop Sherlock's Di! courſes Volume the 
Fifth and laſt. 

N. B. This Volume conſiſte of Fourteen DiC. 
courſes, preacked on important Occolions, aud 
ſingly publiſhed in the Lyfe-tune of their excellent 
Author. The Re-publication of them having been 
long and earneſtly "wiſhed for, they are now: fr(l 
collected, in order to complete the Sermons of Bi- 
hop Sherlock. Price 5s. 


IV. Biſhop Atcerbury' Sermons, 4 Vols, 


V. Dr. 
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V. Dr. Brown's Sermons on Various Subjedts, 53. 
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VI. Dr. Brown's Eſſays on Lord Shaftſbury's 
CharaGteriftics, Fourth Liition, 58. | 


VII. Dr, Bundy's Sermons: Volume th Th:rd, gs. 
IX. Dr. Snape's Sermons, 3 Vols. 


X. Archbiſhop Sharpe's Sermons, 7 Vols. in 


 Tyelves. | 


XI. Dr. Trapp's Sermons, 2 Vole. 
XII. Mr. Charles Wheatly's Sermons, 3 Vols. 


III. Maxims and Moral Reſlections. By the 
Dake de la Rochefoucault. Pill yon come to 
know Mankind, I know nothing (ſays Lord Cheſ- 
rerfield) can bring you ſo well acquainted with them 
as Rockefoucault's Maxims, I would adviſe you to 
look into them for ſome Moments at leaſt, every 


Day of your Lite.” Mr. De Voltaire adds, „ Theſe 


Maxims contributed more than any other to form 
the Taste of the French Nation; and they are 
known by Heart,” Price 38, | | 
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